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WINTER FIELD REPORT, December 2017 to February 2018 
Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 

P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 

silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 


This was not a spectacular fall by most measures, but, as usual, there was 
much to chew on. 

Continuing the trend seen in recent falls, lingering has become the norm; this 
phenomenon is across the board, involving, for example, Baird’s Sandpiper, Greater 
Yellowlegs, Mourning Dove, American White Pelican, Barn Owl, Lesser Goldfinch, 
several native sparrow species, Palm and Orange-crowned Warblers, and even rear- 
of-the-order Dickcissel. 

Apparent range expansion is occurring with Red-shouldered Hawk and 
Barred Owl, the former northward and the latter westward. 

A couple of taxonomic notes relate to the subspecies Buteo jamaicensis 
abieticola of Red-tailed Hawk and subspecies Bubo virginianus arcticus of Great 
Horned Owl; there is discussion of these in the respective species accounts. Perhaps 
in this category also is the publishing of a recording of Eastern Meadowlark during 
Dec; departure timing, and even whether they all depart the state in winter, have been 
vexing questions, so this extra data point is welcome. 

The corvids are always interesting, if unpredictable and noteworthy; the 
accounts for Clark’s Nutcracker, Black-billed Magpie, and Common Raven contain a 
few nuggets. 

Among the “winter finches”, Common Redpolls were ubiquitous although 
not in great numbers, and White-winged Crossbills precipitated a sorting-out of the 
names of the three Lutheran cemeteries in Norfolk. 

Notable among species occurring in good numbers were Fox Sparrow and 
Rusty Blackbird, but these were eclipsed by near-record CBC tallies of American Tree 
Sparrow and Dark-eyed Junco. 

Rarities were not in evidence except for a sixth state record Harlequin Duck 
in Burt Co that entertained its numerous visitors with some odd shenanigans. 

As always, I welcome your comments, corrections of fact, and general 
thoughts. After all, much of this is my personal opinion, albeit hopefully factually- 


based! Contact me at silcock@rosssilcock.com. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


BOL: Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster Co 
CBC: Christmas Bird Count 

CBL: Capitol Beach Lake, Lincoln 
Cem: Cemetery 

CL: Carter Lake, Omaha 
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CLNWR: Crescent Lake NWR, Garden Co 

EED: Expected Early Date 

ELD: Expected Late Date 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 

GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar Co 

HCR: Harlan Co Reservoir, Republican City 

HL: Holmes Lake, Lincoln 

LM: Lake McConaughy, Keith Co 

LO: Lake Ogallala, Keith Co 

m.ob.: many observers 

NC: Nature Center 

NEBirds: Nebraska Birds Yahoogroup 

NGPC: Nebraska Game & Parks Commission 

NM: National Monument 

NNF: Nebraska National Forest 

NOURC: Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee 
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 

PL: Pawnee Lake, Lancaster Co 

RA: Recreation Area 

RWB: Rainwater Basin, including several south-central and southeastern playa basins 
SHP: State Historical Park 

SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 

SR: Sutherland Reservoir, Lincoln Co 

SRA: State Recreation Area 

WHNC: Wildcat Hills Nature Center, Scotts Bluff Co 
WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area 

WP: Wilderness Park, Lincoln, Lancaster Co 

WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area 


OBSERVERS 


AF: Andrew Furman, eBird 
AGr: Alan Grenon, Seattle, WA 
AHo: Alec Hopping, eBird 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 

APa: Anne Pamperl, eBird 

APi: Andrew Pierson, Grand Island 
BBr: Barbara Brown, eBird 

BEd: Boni Edwards, North Platte 
BP: Brian Peterson, Omaha 
BWr: Brenda Wright, eBird 
CBa: Carla Barbaro, eBird 

CCa: Cameron Carver, eBird 
CCr: Colin Croft, eBird 

CDe: Coen Dexter, eBird 

CGo: Chris Goulart, eBird 
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CNK: Clem N. Klaphake. Bellevue 
CTW: Chris Tee Weixelman, eBird 
D&MW: Doug & Marion Weidemann, eBird 
DAk: Danny Akers, eBird 

DGe: Dan Gesualdo, eBird 

DGt: Donald Gentry, eBird 

DEI: Dave Ely, Superior 

DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 

DHa: Drake Hardman, eBird 

DTo: David Tonnessen, eBird 

EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue 

EBe: Eric Bents, Omaha 

EBr: Ed Brogie, Wayne 

EJa: Esa Jarvi, Lincoln 

EWa: Evan Ward, eBird 

GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont 

GWa: Glenn Walbek, eBird 

JCo: Jen Corman, eBird 

JDu: Jeanne Dueker, eBird 

JG: Joseph Gubanyi, Denton 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 
JHi: Justin Hill, eBird 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

JMa: John Manning, eBird 

JNi: Jonathan Nikkila, Kearney 
JPe: Jim Petersen, eBird 

JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 

JSS: Jason St. Sauver, Denton 

JVa: John Vanderpoel, eBird 

KCo: Kelly Corman, eBird 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 
KMD: Kathy Mihm Dunning, eBird 
KRo: Keith Roragen, eBird 

KSc: Kathy Schwery, Plattsmouth 
KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 

LBr: Lee Brogie, eBird 

LDe: Linda Deeds, North Platte 
LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 
LKe: Lynette Keeshan, eBird 

LNe: Laurie Neuharth, eBird 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Minden 
M&CVB: Matthew & Cynthia Van Den Broeke, Lincoln 
MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 

MEI: Mike Ellis, eBird 

MSh: Matt Shurtliff, Omaha 

MW: Michael Willison, Lincoln 
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NA: Noah Arthur, Lincoln 

NR: Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha 

NV: Nick Varvel, Olathe, KS 
ODa: Olivia DaRugna, eBird 

PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 

PLe: Pat Leach, eBird, eBird 
PMc: Patricia McGinty, eBird 
RD: Roger Dietrich, Yankton, SD 
RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln 

RH: Robin Harding, Minden 
RSg: Ruben Siegfried, Gering 
SBr: Scott Bradley, eBird 

SBw: Stephen Brewer, eBird 
SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Ames, IA 
SJe: Steve Jensen, eBird 

SKa: Steven Kahl, eBird 

SKr: Steve Kruse, Lincoln 

SLe: Sandra Lemmon, eBird 

SM: Steve Morris, Grand Island 
SMa: Sam Manning, Omaha 
SMe: Sharla Meester, eBird 

SSm: Scott Schmidt, eBird 

TDi: Todd Deininger, eBird 

TG: Tom Gannon, Lincoln 

TJW: T. J. Walker, Milford 

TKa: Tim Kavan, eBird 

TSt: Tyler Stuart, eBird 

VC: Virginia Clark, North Platte 
WBe: Wendy Becker, eBird 

WF: William Flack, Kearney 
WK: William Kaempfer, Boulder, CO 
WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA 
WWe: Walter Wehtje, eBird 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 


Snow Goose: Numbers are lowest 10-20 Jan, and so the 750 at LO 20 Jan (MW, JR) 
was a good mid-winter count. 

Ross's Goose: A careful estimate of 30,000 flying over with Snow Geese in Harlan 
Co 20 Feb (TSt) provided a record spring count; previous high was 21,920. 
"Spring" for this species begins in mid-February. 

Greater White-fronted Goose: An intriguing report with photo was of a chocolate- 
brown individual with Canada Geese in Keith Co 13 Jan (NA; 
https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S4 1877330; 
https://www. flickr.com/photos/9923 1652@N07/albums/72 1576626071147 
07/with/39678887891). Although rare, there are reports in the Interior US 
of such birds, including two records of banded Tule Geese. The latter is a 
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taiga breeder around Redoubt Bay, Alaska, wintering along the Pacific 
Coast, but there is a separate population of similar birds breeding in taiga on 
the Old Crow Flats, Yukon, less than 200 miles west of the MacKenzie 
River Delta, Nunavut; the status of the latter population, sometimes referred 
to as Anser albifrons gambelli, is controversial 
(http://martinreid.com/Main%20website/gwgo.html). It 1s possible the 
Keith Co bird is from one of these taiga-breeding populations, and is not a 
member of the common North American subspecies Anser albifrons 
frontalis. 

Cackling Goose: Best mid-winter tally was the 500 in Keith Co 13 Jan (NA). 

Canada Goose: Best counts were 30,000 in Merrick Co 21 Feb (JHi) and 28,000 in 
Hall Co 18 Feb (JHi, EWa); Spring high counts of 100,000 have been 
reported several times and usually occur in early and mid-Mar. As with 
Ross's Goose, the "spring" season for this species begins in mid-February. 

Mute Swan: The reports were all from the Zorinsky Lake, Omaha, vicinity. The 
presumably resident pair was at Zorinsky Lake 9 Dec (WRS) but it seems 
likely that one of this pair seen to strike an overhead line near Zorinsky Lake 
13 Dec but able to recover and depart (fide JGJ) was the same swan later 
found dead north of the 168th St. bridge at the lake (fide JGJ). Perhaps the 
surviving member of the pair was at Lakeside Park, about a quarter-mile from 
Zorinsky Lake, 13-21 Jan (BP, m. ob.). 

Trumpeter Swan: Wintering flocks were reported at two main locations, CL and 
Calamus Reservoir, Loup Co. Trumpeters were at CL 7 Dec-27 Feb (EB, 
JR), peaking at 58 on 15 Feb (JR). A flock of up to 65 that spent much of the 
same period around 264th and Pacific in western Douglas Co may have been 
the CL birds, but see Tundra Swan below. At Calamus Reservoir, Loup Co, 
birds were present 28 Dec-14 Feb, peaking at 80 on 3 Feb (KS). As many as 
57 were at Columbus Powerhouse Park, Platte Co, 4-26 Jan (LKe). There 
were numerous additional reports of smaller numbers statewide through the 
winter period. 

Tundra Swan: The only reports were of a single hanging out with the 264th and 
Pacific group in western Douglas Co 10 Jan-26 Feb (GR, m. ob.); none were 
reported at CL for the first time after sightings during the three previous 
consecutive winters (JR), suggesting that the CL and western Douglas Co 
flocks may not have been the same birds. A photograph of a 
Trumpeter/Tundra swan at LO 17 Feb (NA, eBird.org) was not clear enough 
to clinch its identification. 

Wood Duck: Westerly for the date was one in Lincoln Co 18 Jan (WBe) and a good 
southeast count for the date was the eBird report of nine at Lakeside Park, 
Omaha, 7 Jan. 

Blue-winged Teal: None of this less-than-annual winter visitor were reported during 
mid-winter (Dec-Feb). 

Northern Shoveler: Mid-winter reports are increasing; notables this winter were up 
to 14 at Lakeside Park, Omaha, 1-21 Jan (JR, m. ob.), one at Lake Yankton, 
Cedar Co, 13 Jan (MB), and one at Heron Haven, Douglas Co, 2 Feb (KRo). 
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Gadwall: Away from the Platte and North Platte River Valleys, mid-winter reports 
are few; this winter (7 Jan-8 Feb), eight were below GPD 20 Jan (EBr, LBr). 

American Wigeon: Mid-winter (8 Jan-10 Feb) reports away from the western half of 
the Platte River Valley are rare; this winter seven were below GPD 20 Jan 
(EBr, LBr), one was in Harlan Co the same day (AF), and two were at 
Grandpa's Steakhouse Pond, Buffalo Co, 3 Feb (JN1). 

Mallard: An excellent count for the date away from the Platte River Valley was the 
34,000 at Swanson Reservoir, Hitchcock Co, 3 Jan (AHo, DTo). 

American Black Duck: None were reported of this now less-than-annual eastern 
winter visitor. 

Northern Pintail: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide winter visitor. 

Green-winged Teal: Reports were routine of this rare, locally uncommon, statewide 
winter visitor. 

Canvasback: This species is a late fall and early spring migrant; rather early were 
nine at SR 29 Jan (WBe). 

Redhead: This species is rare in winter (13-28 Jan) away from LO and CL; one was 
at HCR 20 Jan (AF). 

Ring-necked Duck: Reports were routine of this uncommon winter visitor west, 
south, and east. 

Greater Scaup: The only mid-winter report (6 Jan-2 Feb) away from the Platte and 
North Platte River Valleys southward was of four below GPD 20 Jan (EBr, 
LBr). 

Lesser Scaup: The only mid-winter report (13 Jan-7 Feb) away from the Platte and 
North Platte River Valleys southward was a good count of 40 below GPD 20 
Jan (EBr, LBr). 


This immature male Harlequin Duck, Nebraska's sixth record of the species, was found by Brian 


Peterson 23 Dec 2017 at Summit Lake SRA, Burt Co; this photograph was taken 1 Jan 2018 by 
Brian Peterson. 
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Harlequin Duck: An exciting find by Brian Peterson was Nebraska’s sixth Harlequin 
Duck, an immature male, at Summit Lake SRA, Burt Co, 23 Dec; around 27 
Dec it moved below the dam and hung out in the outflow stream until 4 Jan 
(m. ob.). 

White-winged Scoter: ELDs are 19-20 Dec, and so one on the LM CBC 30 Dec (fide 
SJD) was unexpected; it was last reported below Keystone Dam at LM 8 Jan 
(SM). There is only one overwintering record. 

Black Scoter: ELDs were 16-17 Dec, but this year one was at CBL 18-20 Dec (LE), 
extending ELDs to 16-20 Dec. 

Long-tailed Duck: The six first reported at CL 18 Nov had dwindled to two that were 
last reported 23 Dec (TKa, m. ob.), a rather late date; this species is less-than- 
annual in mid-winter. Following a good showing in fall, there were two 
reports in addition to the CL birds: an adult male was at LO 1 Dec (PD), and 
an immature male was photographed at Hedgefield WMA, Lancaster Co, 28 
Feb (SKr). 

Bufflehead: LO is a regular wintering site; up to 18 were there through 30 Jan (m. 
ob.), and the spring influx began with 50 on 11 Feb (WWe). Unexpected in 
mid-winter (11 Jan-7 Feb) away from LO were two in western Sarpy Co 4 
Feb (SBr). 

Common Goldeneye: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, 
statewide winter visitor. 

Barrow’s Goldeneye: The two reports were from expected locations in the North 
Platte River Valley; one at LO 17 Feb (photo NA) and one at Gering SL, 
Scotts Bluff Co, 16 Feb (KD). 


This male Barrow’s Goldeneye (rightmost bird) was photographed by Noah Arthur below the 
Kingsley Dam spillway, Keith Co, 17 Feb 2018. It was with wintering Common Goldeneyes. 


Hooded Merganser: Reports were routine of this rare, locally uncommon, winter 
visitor south and east. 
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Common Merganser: The 18,400 in one sector (WRS) of the HCR CBC, along with 
3150 more in two other sectors (NV, GWa) for a total of 21,550 still paled by 
comparison with high counts, which occur in Dec and range from 36,119 to 
48,000. 

Red-breasted Merganser: The only mid-winter (24 Dec-4 Feb) reports were of birds 
wintering in the North Platte River Valley; up to five were at LO 30 Dec 2017 
through 20 Jan 2018 (m. ob.), and two were at SR 9-20 Jan (WBe). 

Ruddy Duck: None were reported of this less-than-annual mid-winter (Jan 7-Feb 16) 
visitor. 

Northern Bobwhite: Reports from the northwest edge of the range were of 15 in Loup 
Co 28 Dec (JNi) and one there 20 Jan (KCo). 

Gray Partridge: For the third winter in a row, none were reported of this uncommon 
to rare resident northeast, rare northwest. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Reports were routine of this fairly common, locally common, 
statewide resident. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were routine of this uncommon resident north and 
west. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Edge-of-range reports were of five flying to a known lek 
area near Buckskin Hills WMA, Dixon Co, 28 Jan (EBr); lek activity in this 
species can begin by mid-Feb. This species sometimes moves southward in 
small numbers out of its usual range during winter; however, an impressive 
37 at Mormon Island Crane Meadows, Hall Co, 14 Feb (WWe), somewhat 
south of the nearest breeding in northern Hall Co, suggests regular winter 
visits to that location. 

Wild Turkey: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide 
resident. 

Pied-billed Grebe: Rather late were singles at SR 7 Dec (WBe) and LO 8 Jan (TG, 
SM). Previous ELDs were 3-6 Jan. 

Horned Grebe: None were reported of this fairly common spring and fall migrant 
statewide. EEDSs in spring are 3-5 Mar and ELDs in fall are 2 Jan (three 
times). 

Eared Grebe: The only report was of a tardy bird at CLNWR, Garden Co, 7 Dec 
(photo KMD). ELDs are 18-19 Dec. 

Western Grebe: The only reports were of about 40 birds lingering at LM 25-30 Dec 
(m. ob.); wintering occurs here on occasion, although in most years few 
remain into Jan. ELDs are 6-7 Dec. 

Clark’s Grebe: Only the 15th record 7 Dec-2 Jan was one at LM 30 Dec (BP photo) 
with Western Grebes. 

Rock Pigeon: Few observers bother to count this species outside of CBCs; high non- 
CBC counts at any time, including winter, are 510-660, all in mid-Feb. No 
count higher than 165 was submitted for this report. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Numbers continue to increase dramatically, especially in 
the west. The Scottsbluff CBC reported 1359 (fide AK), close to the current 
CBC high for the state of 1450, also at Scottsbluff, and the 1000 feeding at a 
corn pile in Kearney, Buffalo Co, 26 Dec (LR, RH) was a new non-CBC high 
count for the state. 
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White-winged Dove: This species is least numerous in Feb-Mar when most leave the 
state. The first of nine reports of overwintering was in winter 2009-2010 in 
Gering, Scotts Bluff Co, (RSg), and at least one has wintered there in at least 
five winters since. This winter one was present 25 Dec-17 Feb (RSg). The 
only other report Feb-Mar was of one in a North Platte yard 17-19 Feb that 
was “surviving the winter somehow" (JPe); it is the ninth winter record for 
the state. 

Mourning Dove: Prior to this winter, there had been only three midwinter (11 Nov- 
12 Feb) reports for the Panhandle away from Scotts Bluff Co, two of those in 
winter 2016-2017. This winter, however, there were four: 20 Dec 2017 
Walgren Lake SRA, Sheridan Co, (NV), 28 Dec 2017 Gordon, Sheridan Co, 
(D&MW), six on 29 Dec 2017 Morrill Co (GR), and two on 27 Jan 2018 
Kimball Co (DGe). 

Virginia Rail: Reports were from known winter locations in the North Platte River 
Valley, including one photographed near North Platte 18 Feb (BEd). 
American Coot: Reports in mid-winter (7 Jan-22 Feb) away from the North Platte 
and Missouri River Valleys are less-than-annual. However, this winter there 
were reports from two such locations: one was found at HCR 20 Jan (AP), 
where wintering may occur most years, and another was at Barnett Park, 

McCook, 15 Jan (JN1). 

Sandhill Crane: There are only about 15 records for Dec; this year one was in Lincoln 
Co 18 Dec (TJW). A group apparently wintered at the Crane Trust near Alda, 
Hall Co; a flock of 200 was in that area 9 Jan (AF). Wintering of 200+ birds 
occurred in the winters of 2011-2012 and 2012-2013, but not again until this 
winter. By 28 Feb, 11,092 were at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co (CGo). 

Whooping Crane: The only reports related to a family group of two adults and a 
juvenile, accompanied by a Sandhill Crane, along the Howard/Greeley Cos 
line 2-24 Dec (fide JGJ), a new late date by almost 20 days. There are only 
three other records for Dec, latest of those 5 Dec, and an extraordinary record 
of a family group in Phelps Co 27 Jan—2 Feb 2012. 

Killdeer: Unexpected in mid-winter (8 Jan-9 Feb) away from the North Platte River 
Valley, one was vocalizing in a Washington Co crop field 10 Jan (SSm). 

Baird’s Sandpiper: Third latest on record were two on the Norfolk CBC 16 Dec 
(EBr). There are now four records in Dec and seven in Nov after the ELDs, 
which are 7-10 Nov. 

Wilson’s Snipe: Reports were routine of this rare, locally uncommon, statewide 
winter visitor. 

Greater Yellowlegs: Three at Rowe Sanctuary, first reported 22 Nov (APi), dwindled 
to two by 18 Dec, when they were last reported (APi, JSS). More surprising 
was one photographed on the Scottsbluff CBC 29 Dec (fide KD, AK). ELDs 
are 4-5 Dec, but there are eight later dates, including three in Jan. 

Bonaparte’s Gull: Although ELDs are in early Jan, there are only about 15 records 
for Dec. This year, three were in Franklin Co 13 Dec (JGJ), and up to seven 
were at HCR 13-14 Dec (GWa, m. ob.). 


12 The Nebraska Bird Review Vol. 86 No. 1 


This juvenile Mew Gull was photographed in flight at Harlan Co Reservoir 14 Dec 2017 by 
Ross Silcock; it is the 23rd fall record for Nebraska. 


The same juvenile Mew Gull as above was photographed at rest 14 Dec 2017 by Joel 
Jorgensen. 


| A 
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This alternate adult Mew Gull, Nebraska’s third for winter, was photographed at Lake 
McConaughy 15 Jan 2018 by Noah Arthur. 
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Franklin’s Gull: There were only two reports. ELDs are 18-20 Dec, and so one in 
alternate plumage at LM 9 Dec (NA) was a bit tardy; conversely, two at LM 
25 Feb (WBe) were a bit early, since spring EEDs are 16-19 Feb. 

Mew Gull: There were two reports of this now-annual fall migrant, although less- 
than-annual in midwinter (7 Jan-15 Feb). An alternate adult was at LM 15 
Jan (NA, photo) for only the third winter record, and a juvenile at HCR 13- 
14 Dec was photographed 14 Dec (JGJ, WRS, m. ob.). 

Ring-billed Gull: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide mid-winter (Jan) 
visitor. 

California Gull: Surprisingly, none were reported at LM; the only report was of an 
adult at HCR 14 Dec (GR). Reports in fall away from LM and SR are less- 
than-annual. 

Herring Gull: Best count reported was the 240 at LO on 20 Jan (MW, JR); high mid- 
winter counts are 1100-1500. 

Iceland Gull: Reports were from two locations. A first winter “clinal dark end” 
(former Thayer’s) Iceland Gull was photographed at HCR 13 Dec (GWa), 
where wintering may occur on occasion given open water. All other reports 
were from LM 13 Jan-18 Feb (m. ob.), where overwintering is annual. Photos 
reveal a range of dark (former Thayer's) to intermediate (former 
“Kumlien’s”) plumages and suggest the presence of 2-4 adults (NA) and at 
least two first winter birds; photos of the latter indicate they were different 
birds, one paler (former *Kumlien's"), the other darker (former Thayer's; 
WWe, NA). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: There were several reports involving at least eight 
individuals, including mid-winter (4 Jan-2 Feb) sightings at LM of as many 
as four birds, including two adults, one first-cycle, and one second-cycle on 
13 Jan (NA, SM, JR, MW). This species is primarily a spring and fall migrant 
in Nebraska. The only other sighting of multiple birds was of three adults at 
HCR 14 Dec (WRS, photo). 

Glaucous Gull: The only reports were probably of the same first winter individual at 
three Lancaster Co locations 10-18 Dec (ERa, m. ob.). 

Great Black-backed Gull: None were reported of this less-than-annual winter visitor 
to Keith and Lincoln Cos. 

Pacific Loon: One that was trapped in ice at CLNWR 7 Dec (KMD photo) is third- 
latest on record; previous ELDs were 6-15 Dec. 

Common Loon: There were two reports of lingering birds; unusual in the east was 
one at Lake Wanahoo, Saunders Co, 23 Dec (CNK), while at LM, where 
lingering birds are not unusual with five records 27 Dec-2 Jan, one was 
present 25 Dec 2017 (SMa). 

Double-crested Cormorant: A continuing bird at BOL was last reported 24 Dec 
(MW), a rather late date; previous ELDS were 22 Dec (three times). 
Remaining reports were from SR, which has become a regular wintering 
location; 58 were present 17 Dec (CBa) with up to 8 overwintering 7 Jan-17 
Feb (WBe, JN1). 

American White Pelican: Mid-winter (5 Jan-14 Feb) reports were from two 
locations. SR hosted its usual overwintering complement; up to 29 were 
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present 7 Jan-17 Feb (WBe, JNi). The other location, Calamus Reservoir, 
Loup Co, hosted 13 on 20 Jan (KCo); these may not have been wintering 
there, although a very early impressive count of 65 on 1 Feb (TJW) increasing 
to 165 two days later (KS) may suggest otherwise. Overwintering is not 
known at Calamus Reservoir. EEDs are 15-17 Feb. 

Great Blue Heron: Reports were routine of this locally uncommon winter visitor in 
the Platte River Valley, rare elsewhere. 

Turkey Vulture: None were reported of this less-than-annual winter (9 Dec-16 Feb) 
visitor. 

Osprey: One of the tardy Ospreys at HL lingered until 3 Dec (ERa), ELDs are 28-29 
Nov, but there are five records in Dec. 

Bald Eagle: An excellent count was the 158 at BOL 28 Feb (LE); high winter counts 
are 284-316. 

Northern Harrier: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide winter visitor. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide winter 
visitor. 

Cooper’s Hawk: Indicative of the increasing numbers of this species in recent years, 
at least in winter, was the record 43 counted on CBCs; previous statewide 
highs were 40 and 42, those in the two previous CBC years. 

Northern Goshawk: The only report of this rare but annual low-density winter visitor 
was of one in Cheyenne Co 25 Jan (SKa). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: This species has been reported in only five of the last 10 
years, but the several reports this winter and the previous two suggest that it 
may soon occur each year. This winter the four reports, all of singles, were 
from four counties. One was photographed at Towl Park, Omaha, 3 Dec 
(SBr), several sightings at or near BOL 4 Dec-28 Feb (SKr photo, m. ob.) 
were presumably the same sub-adult, an adult was in western Sarpy Co 21 
Jan (SMa), and one was in Buffalo Co 28 Feb (CGo). 

Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis borealis): Reports were routine of this common 
winter visitor south, uncommon north. 

Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis kriderii): This taxon is generally treated as a 
morph of borealis, and is essentially a migrant in Nebraska, other than a small 
breeding population in the northwest. The only report was of one in Red 
Willow Co 1 Jan (DAK). 

Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis abieticola): This subspecies is generally 
considered a dark form of borealis, grading clinally with that subspecies in 
the northeast US. However, Red-tailed Hawks with heavy markings occur 
throughout the breeding range of Buteo jamaicensis borealis, not only where 
B. j. abieticola was first described in the fir belt of the northeastern US. If it 
is believed that P. j. abieticola, or birds resembling it, breed across northern 
Canada and winter on the Great Plains (see Liguori and Sullivan, Birding 67: 
374-383, 2014), then it would be expected to occur with some regularity in 
Nebraska. This winter there were two reports of birds in plumage matching 
B. j. abieticola: one was in Otoe Co 14 Jan (SMa, photos), and, inspired by 
that sighting, 1-2 more were located in Lancaster Co 2-16 Feb (NA, photos). 

Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis calurus): Reports were routine of this common 
statewide winter visitor. 
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Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis harlani)y Reports were routine of this 
uncommon winter visitor east and south, rare casual elsewhere. 

Rough-legged Hawk: Reports were routine of this fairly common winter visitor 
statewide. 

Ferruginous Hawk: Reports were routine of this uncommon winter visitor central 
and west. 

Golden Eagle: This species is less-than-annual in the east, and most reports are of 
immatures, and so a surprise was an adult in Burt Co 1 Jan (SMa, GR). An 
immature was in Knox Co chasing an adult Bald Eagle 16 Feb (MB). 

Barn Owl: This species usually leaves in winter; only the eighth Dec-Feb record since 
1980 was one well-described in a field in Furnas Co 14 Feb (DHa). 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Reports were routine of this common eastern and central 
resident, uncommon west. 

Great Horned Owl: Sightings of singles described as “Arctic” Great Horned Owls in 
southeast Washington Co 19 Dec (GR photo) and 14 Jan (APa, JR photo, m. 
ob.) were probably of the same bird. This subspecies varies from very pale 
in the northern parts of its range in western Canada (formerly known as Bubo 
virginianus wapacuthu) to less pale in western Nebraska, where it breeds. 
Western Nebraska birds have been separated in the past as B.v. occidentalis, 
but currently B.v. occidentalis is thought to be an intergrade population of 
B.v. subarcticus and pale southern B.v. pallescens. 


! 


This Great Horned Owl of presumed subspecies Bubo virginianus subarcticus was 
photographed in southeast Washington Co 14 Feb 2018 by Justin Rink. 


! 
, 


Snowy Owl: Since the winter of 2014-2015, numbers reported each year have been 
around 15, up from the previous long-term average per year of about five, 
except for the major invasion of 2011-2012 when over 200 were reported. 
This year there was a strong influx, with perhaps the second best known 
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showing of around 28 different individuals (m. ob.). The star of the show 
was one that set up territory at a busy cloverleaf intersection in Omaha 5 Jan- 
3 Feb (EBe, MSh, m. ob.). There was no indication that it succumbed to the 
heavy traffic. 

Burrowing Owl: None were reported of this less-than-annual winter visitor. 

Barred Owl: Reports from riparian habitat at the west edge of the range continue, 
most interestingly in Harlan Co, where a small population is establishing; one 
was near Orleans 14 Dec (JGJ). Also at the west edge of the range was one 
at Lone Star RA, Fillmore Co, 15 Feb (WF); this is the third report on Turkey 
Creek, the first was 1n 2006. 

Long-eared Owl: Best tally was the six ata site at BOL 19 Jan (LE). All reports were 
from the east. 

Short-eared Owl: Reports were from two locations; singles were seen at Jack Sinn 
WMA, Saunders Co, 26 Jan (GR) and 12 Feb (LE), and one was at North 
Lake Basin WMA, Seward Co, 17 Feb (TJW). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: The two reports were from known winter locations; the 
first to begin calling in Moran Canyon, Lincoln Co, where calling begins in 
early spring although breeding has not been detected, was on 26 Jan (LDe), 
and one was near downtown Ponca, Dixon Co, 25 Feb, where it had been 
heard “at different times" (EBr). 

Belted Kingfisher: Almost every season this species is saddled with "routine reports", 
but the four at Columbus Powerhouse Park, Platte Co, 26 Jan (LKe) were of 
interest as a winter aggregation; most reports are of solitary birds. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: There were numerous reports within the expected 
Missouri River counties’ range, which extends regularly north to Washington 
Co. However, there were three northerly reports, two of immatures, the third 
not specified; immatures comprise most northerly records in mid-winter (3 
Oct-11 Apr). One immature was in Burt Co 1-7 Jan (BP) and another in the 
“immature magnet" Johnson yard in Dixon Co 7 Feb (EBr, LBr, JJ). The 
third was in Cedar Co near Crofton 17 Dec (LNe). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: The only record out of the expected breeding range was of 
one photographed in Gordon, Sheridan Co, 18 Feb (D&MW). This is the 
second winter in a row for this species in Gordon; the only other record there 
is of copulation observed in May 1959. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Recent years have seen a large increase in the number of 
reports west of the expected winter range in southeast Nebraska; indeed, of 
the 39 such reports, 34 have come since 2000. Westerly reports this year 
were from Antelope Co 27 Feb (JCo), Buffalo Co 11 Feb (JN1), Lincoln Co 
15 Dec (2; TIW, JGJ) and 19 Feb (JPe), Harlan Co 14 Dec (TJW, GR), and 
Custer Co 5 Dec (CDe, BWr). 

Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common resident east and central, 
fairly common west. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common resident west, fairly 
common central and east. 

Northern Flicker: “Pure”, or at least phenotypically pure, ^Red-shafted Flickers” 
comprise about 3% of flickers in winter in the east. There were six reports, 
three of single birds from Sarpy Co 4 Jan-2 Feb (GR, SMa, JR), a single in 
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Lancaster Co 10 Jan (MW) and two there 13 Jan (ODa, SBw), and one in 
Dodge Co 5 Jan (GR). 

Pileated Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this uncommon southeastern resident. 

American Kestrel: Reports were routine of this uncommon winter visitor south, rare 
north. 

Merlin: All individuals identified to subspecies were the expected wintering Taiga 
breeder, Falco columbarius richardsonii. Long-distance tundra breeder F. c. 
columbarius is rare in winter in Nebraska. 

Gyrfalcon: The only report of this less-than-annual winter visitor was of one in Keith 
Co 9 Dec, accompanied by equivocal photos (NA). Various “experts” had 
mixed opinions on the identification, some leaning to Peregrine Falcon. 

Peregrine Falcon: All three reports were of one of the resident birds at the State 
Capitol Building in Lincoln that had apparently just returned to the nest site 
26-28 Feb (TG, JNi, LE). 

Prairie Falcon: There were a surprising 10 eastern reports of this species, which, 
although fairly common in winter in the west and central, is generally rare in 
the east. 

Loggerhead Shrike: The only report of this rare southeastern winter visitor was of 
one in Harlan Co 14 Dec 2017 (WRS, photo). 

Northern Shrike: Reports were routine ofthis fairly common statewide winter visitor. 

Pinyon Jay: None were reported of this enigmatic, rare local resident in the 
Panhandle, and uncommon winter visitor west, rare casual central, accidental 
east. 

Blue Jay: Reports were routine of this common resident east and central, fairly 
common west. 

Clark’s Nutcracker: A surprise was the flock of 15 east of the WHNC 18 Feb (CCr 
photo). Apart from invasion years, this species occurs most years on the Pine 
Ridge as singles or in small groups but is still less-than-annual in occurrence. 

Black-billed Magpie: Reports were numerous, all but one from expected locations on 
the Pine Ridge, North Platte River Valley, Furnas Co, and Madison Co, but 
numbers were low. Best count was the four at LO 7-8 Jan (WBe, SM). The 
total for the CBCs was only 12, seven of those at Scottsbluff (fide AK), four 
at Lake McConaughy (fide SJD) and one at Norfolk (fide DH). The only 
report elsewhere was of three a few miles south of Yankton in Cedar Co 17 
Dec (RD), probably wandering into Nebraska from South Dakota. 

American Crow: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide winter visitor. 

Common Raven: There were two reports, as is now usual, neither accompanied by 
tangible evidence. One seen by an observer driving on I-80 in Kimball Co 8 
Jan (CCa) has been referred to NOURC. Another was reported as being a 
“massive corvid, massive bill", larger than the crows mobbing it in Red 
Willow Co 1 Jan (DAK); no further details were provided. While these 
reports are suggestive and this species undoubtedly has occurred in recent 
years at least in southwest Nebraska in winter, there are only three 
documented records in all for the state, most recent in 2006. 

Horned Lark: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide winter visitor. 
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Black-capped Chickadee: Reports were routine of this fairly common regular 
resident statewide and fairly common winter visitor statewide, common in 
Missouri River Valley counties. 

Tufted Titmouse: Somewhat unpredictable in its occurrence in Lancaster Co, most 
reports from there are probably of birds that wandered westward during the 
previous winter. One was photographed at WP 19 Feb (EJa). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Numbers were somewhat above normal, especially in early 
Dec, with reports scattered statewide. Best count was 12 in Kearney, Buffalo 
Co, 16 Feb (SJe). Winter highs are 13-16. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were routine of this common resident east, 
central, and northwest, and uncommon winter visitor statewide. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: A good count was the 20 at Chadron SP, Dawes Co, 24 Dec (SMa); 
previous high counts were 18-25. 

Brown Creeper: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide winter visitor. 

Pacific Wren: A report of one photographed and recorded at Chadron Creek WMA, 
Dawes Co, 24 Dec 2017 (SMa, JMa) has been submitted to NOURC; this is 
the second report with tangible evidence. Both, including that of one 
photographed and banded at nearby Chadron SP 14 Sep 2017, await an 
NOURC decision. 

Winter Wren: A westerly bird was recorded near Orleans, Harlan Co, 14 Dec 2017 
(NV); wintering is restricted to the southeast, although there are a few late 
fall and winter reports west to the Panhandle. 

Marsh Wren: There were four reports in Dec of this rare winter visitor North Platte 
River Valley, less-than-annual elsewhere. Reports in Dec are not uucommon 
but decline rapidly thereafter. 

Carolina Wren: Reports outside the expected southeastern range are not uncommon, 
as pioneers push north and west. Such outliers this winter were singles in 
Cedar Co 13 Feb (MB), Merrick Co 13 Jan (SM), and Buffalo Co 5 Jan (BBr). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Wintering (mid-Jan through mid-Mar) away from the 
southeast and most of the Platte River Valley is not expected. A rare sighting 
therefore was of one at Gotte Park, Kimball Co, 3 Feb (WK, JVa, TDe). 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: This species winters rarely in the southeast, and so a bit 
westerly was one in Harlan Co 14 Dec ON, photo). 

Eastern Bluebird: Reports were routine of this uncommon winter visitor south and 
east, rare north, rare casual west. 

Mountain Bluebird: Reports were routine of this uncommon winter visitor west and 
central. 

Townsend's Solitaire: This species is less-than-annual in the east, but this year there 
were several reports, mostly from Lancaster Co. Singles were at BOL 17 Dec 
(LE) and in northwestern Lancaster Co 2 Jan (LE); two were at Pioneers Park, 
Lincoln, 14 Feb (ERa, MW). Elsewhere, one was on the new Lower Platte 
CBC 4 Jan (fide JGJ) and another was on the Ponca SP CBC 14 Dec (JJ). 

Hermit Thrush: There were several reports in late fall in the southeast, where 
wintering occurs; latest was 18 Jan at Platte River SP, Cass Co (TG). This 
and another on 13 Jan in Omaha (SBr) may have been attempting to winter; 
there was a gap in reports until 22 Feb, when one was in Lancaster Co (LE), 
also probably having wintered there. 
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American Robin: Large numbers occur Oct-Dec; an excellent tally by a single 
observer on the North Platte CBC 18 Dec was 3730; the observer noted “can't 
swing a dead cat without hitting one” (JGJ). Highest single-count CBC totals 
of all time are 9500-13,136. A large flock in a Lincoln yard 5 Feb was 
thought to be about a week early (RE); arrival usually becomes noticeable 
most years by mid-late Feb. 

Varied Thrush: There were two reports, but neither made it through the eBird review 
process. This species is a less-than-annual winter visitor. 

Gray Catbird: None were reported of this less-than-annual winter visitor south. 

Brown Thrasher: Reports into the CBC period are not unusual, but overwintering is 
rare. One reported 11 and 19 Feb in northwest Lincoln had been coming to 
a feeder there regularly prior to 11 Feb (PLe) and almost certainly 
overwintered. 

Northern Mockingbird: Reports in mid-winter (Jan-Feb) are less-than-annual, albeit 
statewide; ELDs are 4-7 Jan. There were three reports in Dec, latest 25 Dec 
in Dawes Co (SLe). 

European Starling: Reports were routine of this common winter visitor south and 
east, uncommon north and west. 

Bohemian Waxwing: None were reported of this common but highly erratic winter 
visitor northwest, uncommon casual elsewhere. 

Cedar Waxwing: Reports were routine of this common winter visitor statewide. 

House Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Evening Grosbeak: The only report was of a single male photographed at Hay 
Springs, Sheridan Co, 1 Jan (D&MW). Winter reports in recent years have 
been hard to come by. 

Pine Grosbeak: None were reported of this less-than-annual statewide winter visitor. 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: None were reported of this rare winter visitor west. 

House Finch: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Purple Finch: Best count reported was the 26 at a Lincoln feeder 17 Feb (PMc); high 
counts range from 28-124. Numbers overall were about average. 

Cassin's Finch: The only report of this rare Panhandle winter visitor was of one in a 
Scotts Bluff Co yard 23 Dec (AK). 

Common Redpoll: Reports were widespread, although numbers were not 
outstanding; best count was the 45 in a sunflower field at Ponca SP 24 Feb 
(EBr). High counts are 350-800. 

Red Crossbill: Reports were widespread of this species also, but best count was only 
25, at BOL 20 Dec (LE) and Chadron, Dawes Co, 19 Feb (JDu). Generally 
rare in the east, almost half of the total reports this winter were from about 
20 locations in eight eastern counties. Type 2, “Ponderosa Pine Crossbill", 
is the expected form in Nebraska. 

White-winged Crossbill: A female accompanied by a second bird was photographed 
in North Platte 26 Feb (WBe). The remaining 11 reports were from two 
Norfolk cemeteries 30 Jan-18 Feb, best count the seven at Christ New 
Lutheran Cemetery 30 Jan (EBr). Best count at St Paul's Cemetery was three 
on 17 Feb (m. ob.). 
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Pine Siskin: This species was in good numbers statewide. Best non-CBC counts were 
150 at a feeder in Scottsbluff 18 Feb (DGt) and 60 at Wildcat Hills SRA, 
Scotts Bluff Co, 29 Dec (GR). High counts are 250-300. Numbers reported 
on CBCs were surprisingly low; only 211 total siskins were reported 
statewide, 83 of those on the Scottsbluff CBC 29 Dec (fide AK). 

Lesser Goldfinch: One in a Lincoln Co yard 18 Jan-17 Feb was photographed (VC, 
BEd); it is the fourth winter record for Nebraska, the first as recently as 2002. 
This species is expanding northeastward and more winter records are to be 
expected. 

American Goldfinch: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide winter visitor. 

Lapland Longspur: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide winter visitor. 

Snow Bunting: This was a low year for this uncommon statewide winter visitor; there 
were only four reports totaling 35 birds, 25 of those in one flock at GPD 4 
Jan (SMa). High counts are 1000-3000. 

Spotted Towhee: A few winter in the southeast, but the species is rare at that time. 
However, this winter there were eight reports, including one at an Omaha 
feeder 27 Dec-19 Feb (NR). The reports were in counties from Washington 
south along and near the Missouri River as expected, except for one in 
Norfolk 16 Dec (EBr, LBr). 

Eastern Towhee: Less-than-annual in winter, one at FF 25 Feb was well-described 
(JR, SMe); it is only the third record for Feb, of only about 20 for Dec-Feb. 

American Tree Sparrow: This was a near-record year for this species in Nebraska 
CBCs with a total of 6167 reported, including 1126 in the new Lower Platte 
CBC (fide JGJ). 

Chipping Sparrow: Although overwintering has not been documented, there are a 
few reports into Jan in the southeast of single birds at feeders. One was 
reported in Omaha 11 Jan (MEI). 

Field Sparrow: The species’ winter range extends northward to the Nebraska border, 
and there are numerous Dec and several Jan records, although the species 
occurs less-than-annually and essentially only from the Platte River Valley 
south. Both mid-winter reports this year were of singles with American Tree 
Sparrows; one in Sarpy Co was photographed 19 Jan (SMa), the other was 
well-described at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, 21 Feb (TSt). 

Savannah Sparrow: This species occurs on occasion in winter (25 Nov-8 Mar) in the 
south and east but is less-than-annual. One in Nuckolls Co 25 Dec was 
photographed (DEI). 

Fox Sparrow: Winter numbers continue to increase. Dec reports are not unusual, but 
this winter there were an amazing 34 individuals reported Jan-Feb, all from 
the expected winter range in the southeast, which extends along the Platte 
River Valley to Buffalo Co and in the Republican River Valley to Harlan Co. 
Reports away from this range in mid-winter are few; one in Pierce Co 18 Jan 
(WF) was pushing the northern limit of the winter range. 

Song Sparrow: Reports were routine of this uncommon winter visitor southeast, 
south, and west, rare elsewhere. 


«Continued on Page 29.> 
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Right: American 
White Pelican, 
Wildlife Safari Park, 
Cass Co., 

17 April 2018. Photo 
by Sheryl Cooley. 


Right: Trumpeter Swans, Carter 
Lake, Douglas Co., 1 Jan. 2016. 
Photo by Brian Peterson. 


Above: Bonaparte's Gull, Pawnee 
Lake SRA, Lancaster Co., 20 June 
2018. Photo by Esa Jarvi. 


Right: Adult male 
Long-tailed Duck in 
winter plumage, Carter © 
Lake, Douglas Co., 

20 Nov 2017. Photo by 
Phil Swanson. | 


22 The Nebraska Bird Review Vol. 86 No. 1 


Below: Reddish Egret, Platte River bridge, Alda, 
Hall Co., 24 June 2018. Photo by John Carlini. 
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Above: Adult Black-crowned Night-Heron, 
northeast of Lakeside, Sheridan Co., 
3 July 2017. Photo by Thomas Gannon. 


Above: Juvenile Yellow-crowned Night- 
Heron, Holmes Lake, Lancaster Co., 
24 July 2018. Photo by Joel Jorgensen. 
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Fulvous jd 
Whistling-Ducks, M 

Wagon Train | 

SRA, Lancaster 

Co., 8 June 2018. 

Photo by 

Duane Schwery. 
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Below: Indigo Bunting, Jones Canyon Road east of 
Burwell, Garfield Co., 20 May 2018. Photo by 
Robert Gerten. 
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Above: Adult male Bay-breasted Warbler, 
photographer's yard, Sarpy Co., 15 May 
2018. Photo by Phil Swanson. 


Above: Red Crossbill, photographer's 
yard near Denton, Lancaster Co., 19 Jan. 
2018. Photo by Joe Gubanyi. 


Right: 
Grasshopper 
Sparrow, Brown 
Co., 10 June 
2018. Photo by 
Jan Johnson. 
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Merlin, northwest of Wood Lake, Cherry Co., 6 ] VFL ee aD 'UZ 
Sept. 2016. Photo by Gordon Warrick. V as rr 
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Above: Male 25-day-old nestling America 
Kestrel, near fledging, Oak Glen WMA, 
Seward Co., 27 June 2018. Photo by 


Joe Gubanyi. 
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Light morph juvenile Rough-legged Hawk at 
| entrance to Boyer Chute NWR, Washington 
Snowy Owl, 1-680 and Maple, Omaha, Douglas Co., 6 Jan 2018. Photo by Phil Swanson. 
Co., Jan. 2018. Photo by Mike Schilmoeller. 
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Below: Female yellow-shafted Northern 
Flicker, photographer's yard, south- 
central Omaha, Douglas Co., 24 July 
2018. Photo by Patsy McQuade. 
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Above: Ruby-throated Hummingbird feeding on 
Black and Blue Salvia in the photographer's yard, 
Millard, Douglas Co., 20 Aug. 2018. Photo by 
Rachel Hall. 


Above: Calliope Hummingbird feeding on Large 
Firecracker Plant, Utica, Seward Co., 6 Aug. 2018. 
Photo by Joel Jorgensen. 


Right: Red-headed Woodpecker, Spring Creek Prairie, 
Lancaster Co., 30 May 2018. Photo by Eric Bents. 
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Left: Swainson's Warbler, Wilderness 
Park, Lincoln, Lancaster Co., 15 May 
2018. Photo by John Carlini. 


Above: Female Orchard Oriole, 
photographer's yard, midtown Omaha, 
Douglas Co., 14 May 2018. 

Photo by Craig Crews. 


Above: Eastern Kingbirds with 
Eastern Pondhawk, Heron Haven, 
Omaha, Douglas Co., 28 July 2018. 
Photo by Brian Peterson. 


Orange-crowned 
Warbler feeding in 
plum thicket, Holmes 
Lake, Lincoln, 
Lancaster Co., 2 May 
2018. Photo by 
Cheryl Samusevich. EE 
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= Sarpy Co., 14 May 2018. 
EE Photo by Loren Padelford. 
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Below: Cliff Swallow, Yutan water 
treatment plant, Saunders Co., 
29 July 2017. Photo by Brian Peterson. 


Above: American Robin adult feeding 
cicada to juvenile, photographer's deck, 
Millard, Douglas Co., 13 May 2018. 
Photo by Rachel Hall. 


Right: White-winged Dove 
in photographer's yard, 
Fremont, Dodge Co., 

14 May 2018. 

Photo by Gary Roberts. 
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Immature Little Blue Heron, 
Heron Haven, Omaha, 
Douglas Co., 13 May 2018. 
Photo by Brian Peterson. 


Left: American Avocet eating a fish, 
Tamora WMA, Seward Co., 21 April 
2018. Photo by Babs Padelford. 


Below: Green Heron, Pioneers Park, 
Lincoln, Lancaster Co., 4 May 2018. 
Photo by John Carlini. 


ee, EE É Ra 
E - : 
m S4 E Tg 


Above: American Bittern, Crescent Lake 
ets EN NWR, Garden Co 17 May 2018. Photo by 
à. £e Clem Klaphake. 
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WINTER FIELD REPORT, December 2017 to February 2018 


Lincoln’s Sparrow: This species is less-than-annual in mid-winter (7 Jan-2 Mar) in 
the southeast, and even more rare elsewhere with only six such reports, and 
so one at the Rowe Sanctuary feeders 18 Feb (Abu) was a good find. The 
only other report was of one below the BOL dam 19-24 Jan (LE), a less 
unexpected location. 

Swamp Sparrow: A bit westerly from the expected southeast Nebraska winter range 
was one on the HCR CBC 14 Dec (WRS). Even farther west, one was at 
North Platte 14 Feb (WBe). At FF, 1-2 were reported through the winter (m. 
ob.). 

White-throated Sparrow: Two in Sherman Co 10 Feb (WF) were a bit outside the 
expected southeastern Nebraska winter range, which extends westward in the 
Platte River Valley to Lincoln Co. 

Harris’s Sparrow: Westerly, where rare, were one ina Lincoln Co yard 16 Jan (VC), 
and singles at LM 8 Jan (SM) and 30 Dec (WRS). 

White-crowned Sparrow: Reports northeast of the expected southern Nebraska 
wintering range were of 20 in a Wayne Co yard 19 Feb (CTW) and one at 
Ponca SP 24 Feb (EBr). There are only about 15 records in all north of the 
winter range Feb through mid-Mar. 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide 
winter visitor. The statewide CBC total for Dark-eyed Junco was 7248, a 
near-record high. 

Dark-eyed (Cassiar) Junco: Although the database for this form is small for 
Nebraska as yet, it is becoming clear that ^Cassiar" Junco is an annual winter 
visitor statewide. This winter, two males were at Tekamah Cemetery, Burt 
Co, 1 Jan (SMa) and another was reported on the Scottsbluff CBC 29 Dec 
(fide AK). 

Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: Reports were routine of this abundant winter visitor 
west, common central, uncommon east. 

Dark-eyed (Pink-sided) Junco: This form is less-than-annual in the east-central and 
east, and often mis-identified. There was only one eastern report: one was 
well-described at Holmes Lake, Lancaster Co, 3 Dec (ERa). 

Dark-eyed (Gray-headed) Junco: None were reported of the less-than-annual 
statewide winter visitor. 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: As expected, the four reports were from the 
Panhandle, where wintering is annual. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Mid-winter reports (9 Nov-13 Feb) are less-than-annual, 
but this winter there were two. One was tardy at Wood Duck WMA, Stanton 
Co, 5 Dec (WF), and a male was with a Red-winged Blackbird flock at Jack 
Sinn WMA, Lancaster Co, 13 Jan (M&CVB). 

Eastern Meadowlark: Determining ELDs and whether wintering occurs are difficult 
once this species stops singing in fall. Currently, ELDs are 28 Oct-5 Nov, 
the latest specimen date for the state is 18 Nov, and a calling bird was in 
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southern Nuckolls Co 25 Dec 1994. A welcome additional data point was 
provided by a recording of one singing in Cass Co 18 Dec (SMa). Clearly, 
more departure data are needed, along with evidence of wintering. 

Western Meadowlark: Rather far from expected range in southern and eastern 
Nebraska in Jan-Feb was a group of 10 in Loup Co 10 Feb (TJW). 

Red-winged Blackbird: Best mid-winter counts (Jan-early Feb) were 1200 at BOL 8 
Jan (LE) and 1000 at Jack Sinn WMA, Saunders Co, 26 Jan (GR). High over- 
wintering counts are 1500-2000, although some large flocks in mid-winter 
are mobile, not overwintering in a fixed area. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Reports were routine of this rare winter visitor southeast. 

Rusty Blackbird: This was a good winter for this species in Nebraska; wintering birds 
were widespread within the expected winter range in the southeast, extending 
west in the Platte River Valley to Keith Co and in the Republican River 
Valley to Harlan Co. A total of about 168 were reported, including 50 at FF 
2] Dec (AGr) and 35 at BOL 13 Jan (TG). One in Dixon Co 20 Dec (JJ) was 
at the northern limit of the winter range, and three in Loup Co 13 Feb (TJW) 
provided one of only eight records in the north for Jan-early Feb. 

Brewer's Blackbird: Overwintering is less-than-annual in occurrence, but there were 
several reports of tardy birds: 10 on 7 Dec north of Oshkosh, Garden Co, 
(KMD), four at PL 28 Dec (LE), and 12 on 29 Dec in northwestern 
Washington Co (LE). Dec reports are not unusual. 

Common Grackle: This species and Rusty Blackbird have essentially identical winter 
ranges (see that species). In Jan-early Feb, reports west of Keith Co in the 
North Platte River Valley are rare; 1-2 were in a Mitchell, Scotts Bluff Co, 
yard 31 Dec-1 Jan (KD), and one was in Lewellen, Garden Co, 7 Dec (KMD). 

Great-tailed Grackle: This species in recent years has established a winter range in 
the central Platte River Valley from Hall Co west to Keith Co, and in 
Lancaster Co. Best counts within this range were 110 at Jack Sinn WMA, 
Lancaster Co, (M&CVB) and 90 north of Doniphan in Hall Co 22 Feb (JH1). 
Surprising, however, were the 52 at Oliver Reservoir, Kimball Co, 2 Feb 
(JVa, WK, TDe), where the species is only a migrant. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: A rather amazing record was of one first noted at a 
Lincoln residence 9 Dec, and presumably the same bird was found dead there 
after a spell of very cold weather 1 Jan (JGJ). Surprisingly, there 1s one other 
record for Jan-Feb. 

Palm Warbler: Apparently the same bird was seen by different observers at Chalco 
Hills RA, Sarpy Co, 20 Dec (CNK) and 22 Dec (AGr). This species tends to 
be a late fall migrant, but this is only the second record for Dec. The other, 
oddly, was on the Calamus-Loup CBC 27 Dec 2002; the 2002 record is the 
northernmost for Dec-Feb on the Great Plains. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: Reports were routine of this rare winter visitor from North 
Platte and Platte River Valley counties south. 

Northern Cardinal: Reports were routine of this common resident south and east, 
uncommon north, locally rare west, and rare winter visitor outside the 
breeding range. 

Dickcissel: One photographed at Schilling WMA, Cass Co, 15 Dec (KSc) was the 
eighth record for Dec, and there are three records of overwintering. 
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2017-2018 Christmas Bird Counts 


by Don Paseka 


Sixteen counts were held during the 2017-18 Christmas Bird Count season, 
which is one more than has ever been done in the past. Although the Crawford count 
was not done this season, the new Lower Platte River count, centered at the junction 
of Platteview Road and 204th St. south of Gretna, was added. A total 236 observers 
took part in at least one count, 26 did two counts, four did three counts, five did four 
counts and four persons did six counts. However, special recognition goes to Gary 
Roberts, who did eight counts this season. I am not aware of anyone having done this 
many counts in Nebraska in one season before. 

Ten of the counts were held during the first week of the count period and 
enjoyed mild and dry conditions with almost all water open. On December 21 the 
weather turned, resulting in the postponement of the Ames count, followed by a week 
of cold and snowier conditions. The remaining six counts experienced much colder 
conditions with generally very limited open water. The 140 species totaled for all 
circles is the third highest number, behind only the 149 counted in 2010 and 147 in 
2015. The 335,466 individuals are the second highest number ever counted. The all- 
time high of 652,936 was set in 1977 when 502,286 Red-winged Blackbirds were 
found, with an estimated 500,000 of those from the North Platte circle. 

Nineteen species set or tied previous high counts, including the first-ever 
single LeConte’s Sparrow found at DeSoto in the Nebraska part of the circle. There 
were 10 species counted in every circle, and 26 species were found in only one circle, 
with 13 of those being single birds. 

Two species of continuing concern were discussed in last year’s report. 
While Black-capped Chickadee numbers were higher than a year ago (753 this year 
versus 614 from last year), 103 of these chickadees came from the recently added 
Lower Platte and Indian Cave counts, where good numbers of Black-capped 
Chickadees would be expected. Black-billed Magpies are faring even worse with the 
new low count of 12 magpies this year. The previous low count had been 16 in 1967 
with five out six of the lowest counts occurring since 2010. 

Twenty-six species of Anseriformes were counted with many species 
producing good tallies. The 129 Greater White-fronted Geese are the best count since 
229 were found in 1998. The total of 77,503 Snow Geese found in 10 circles is the 
highest since 129,415 were found in 2002, while the 837 Ross’s Geese are well behind 
the 6,304 found last year. The count of 164 Trumpeter Swans is second only to last 
year’s total of 316. The count of 594 Green-winged Teal is second only to the 872 
found in 1998. The 492 Buffleheads found at Lake McConaughy composed most of 
the total of 506 found this year, which is second only to the 843 found in 2001. Hooded 
Mergansers have been found annually since 1991, but the 97 birds found in 9 circles 
topped the old high count of 90 from 2012. 

The seemingly incessant climb in the number of Eurasian Collared-Doves has 
taken a pause with “only” 2414 found compared to last year’s high count of 2585. The 
8 White-winged Doves found this year at North Platte set a new high count and marked 
the fourth year in a row and fifth time ever that this species has been counted. The 
previous high count of 3 birds was from Scottsbluff in 2014. 
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Virginia Rails were missed last year for the first time since 1996, but a new 
high of 11 birds was found this year at Lake McConaughy beating the previous high 
of 7 in 2002. There were 3,000 Sandhill Cranes found at Grand Island this season plus 
a single bird from North Platte. Cranes were last seen in 2011 when 3510 were 
counted. A lone Greater Yellowlegs was found at Scottsbluff, which is only the fourth 
time that this species has been counted. Single birds were previously counted in 1993, 
2006 and 2010. More surprising were the two Baird’s Sandpipers counted at Norfolk. 
The only previous record of this species was a single bird at Lake McConaughy in 
1994. 

Eight gull species including single Glaucous and Iceland Gulls were found, 
and a record high of 7 Lesser Black-backed Gulls were found in three different circles. 
The old record of 5 occurred just last year. For only the second time, a single Red- 
throated Loon was found at Lake McConaughy. The only other record of this bird was 
also found there two years ago. 

For the past few years, many raptors seem to be increasing in numbers. This 
is likely because there are more counts being done, but for several species there just 
seem to be more individuals than can be accounted for by adding a couple of new 
circles. The 493 Bald Eagles, which were found in every circle, are second only in 
number to the 576 found in 2014. The count of 149 Northern Harriers beat the old 
high of 106 from 2006 while the 42 Sharp-shinned Hawks bettered the old high count 
of 40 from 2005, and 43 Cooper's Hawks nudged out the old high of 42 from 2015. 

Single Red-shouldered Hawks and Goshawks were found at Branched Oak 
and Grand Island respectively, and a new high count of 790 Red-tailed Hawks beat the 
previous high 692 from 2011. Six circles found Rough-legged Hawks in double digit 
numbers producing a total of 130 birds second only to the all-time high of 184 from 
2013. The 26 Barred Owls found in nine circles also just barely beat the old high of 
25 reached in 2016, 2011 and 2005. 

Two Piciformes set new highs. The 629 Red-bellied Woodpeckers beat the 
484 found in 2013 and the 12 Pileated Woodpeckers beat the previous record of 9 from 
2013 and 2016. 

Merlins were counted in 13 of the 16 circles and the total for all counts was 
26 birds, beating the old high count of 15 from 2014. This year's number of 10 Prairie 
Falcon ties with 2015 for second best count behind the 12 found in 1995. 

This year Blue Jays had their second highest count of 1188, behind only the 
1310 found in 1994. Likewise, the two common nuthatch species had their second- 
best counts. The 102 Red-breasted Nuthatches is only behind the 194 from 2007, and 
the 836 White-breasted Nuthatches are second only to the 858 found in 2006. 

Carolina Wrens have been counted annually on CBC's since 1983, but their 
numbers have shown a sharp increase in recent years. This year's count of 126 nearly 
doubled the previous high count of 65 from 2012. To put this in perspective, 338 
Carolina Wrens have been found in the last six years, which is three more than the 335 
that were counted in the 44 years prior to 2012. 

Eastern Bluebirds had a good year with 604 individuals found in 13 circles. 
This count is second only to the 637 found two years ago. The 115 Mountain 
Bluebirds, all found at North Platte was the best count since 211 were counted in 1996. 
The all-time high for Mountain Bluebirds is 400 from 1988. The 3 American Pipits 


Vol. 86 No. 1 The Nebraska Bird Review 33 


that were counted at Lake McConaughy marks only the fifth time that they have been 
found. In 1972, 128 pipits were found at Grand Island. 

The Harrison circle produced an amazing 40 Grey-crowned Rosy-Finches 
this year, topping the previous high of 10 in 2010. This species has only been found 
in 6 years prior to 2017, and four of those years were since 2008. A total of 111 Red 
Crossbills were found in four circles this year beating the old high of 103 from 1996. 

A couple of other winter birds had good counts. The 6167 American Tree 
Sparrows found this year is the best count since the 6874 seen in 1999, and the 455 
White-crowned Sparrows found this year are second only to the high count of 571 
from 2015. 

In the Icterid department, the 10,570 Red-winged Blackbirds were the best 
count for this species since 11,126 were found in 2002. The high count for this species 
is 502,286 from 1977. The 419 Great-tailed Grackles counted this year are second to 
the high count of 664 from 2009. 

In spite of being recently demoted taxonomically to near the end of the list, 
the 149 Yellow-rumped Warblers bettered the old high of 105 from two years ago, and 
the 1111 Northern Cardinals topped the 1001 birds counted in 2009. 

Count-week honorable mentions go to the Black Scoter at Lincoln, and the 
Snowy Owl and Dickcissel at Omaha. 

Only a few species had counts below recent trends. The count of 721 Wild 
Turkeys, which is the lowest since 631 were found in 2002, is not alarming, nor are 
the 17,322 European Starlings which were the lowest since 13,198 were counted in 
2002, or the 3283 House Sparrows which are the lowest since 1406 were found in 
1998. 


Revision of Johnsgard's Birds of Nebraska Published 


Longtime NOU member Paul Johnsgard has published a 2018 revision of his 
Birds of Nebraska. It is available as a free download from the University of Nebraska 
Digital Commons, (http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/zeabook/17/) and also as a 
hardcopy book from Amazon.com and Lulu.com. 


This annotated list of the birds of Nebraska grew out of research associated 
with his writing of Birds of the Great Plains: Breeding Species and Their Distribution 
(Johnsgard, 1979). It has been repeatedly updated and modified in its current revision 
to use the most recent (2017) major revision of the American Ornithologists' Society's 
Checklist of North American Birds. It has also been modified in its current revision 
to conform very closely to the most recent NOU Official List of the Birds of Nebraska. 
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2017-2018 CBC Participants 


Ames Larry Einemann, William Flack, Joe Gubanyi, Jane Hollst, Paula Hoppe, Joel 
Jorgensen, Clem Klaphake, Don Paseka (compiler), Janis Paseka, Gary Roberts, Ken 
Shuster, Ruth Stearns, Jerry Toll (13) 


Branched Oak-Seward Keegan Beisel, Matthew Beisel, Eugene Brott, Norma 
Brott, John Carlini, Cheryl Dickerson, Larry Einemann, Jennifer Fruend, Richard 
Gardner, Linda Gierke, Doug Gremel, Vicki Gremel, Joseph Gubanyi (compiler), 
Esa Jarvi, Joel Jorgensen, Kermit Krieser, Mary Krieser, Daniel Leger, Don 
McKibbin, LaQuita McKibbin, Ingrid Minchow, Mark Minchow, Don Paseka, Janis 
Paseka, Brian Peterson, Gary Roberts, Erin Rowland, Brisco Schaefer, Shari 
Schwartz, Ruth Stearns, Thomas Walker, Sue Wickersham (18 + 14 feeder watchers) 


Calamus-Loup Robert Gerten, David Heidt (compiler), John Murphy, Jonathan 
Nikkila, Kent Skaggs, Duane Wolff (6) 


DeSoto Elliott Bedows, Laurine Blankenau, Myrna Brown, Amy Campagna, Mary 
Clausen, Linda Ferring, Alan Grenon, Suzanne Gucciardo, Jenny Janes, Clem 
Klaphake, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Cathy Prettyman, Kathleen Pyper, Deb 
Ratzlaff, Neal Ratzlaff, Abbe Richardson, Gary Roberts, Rick Schmid, Heidi 
Swanson, Bethany Thornton, Jerry Toll (compiler) (22) 


Grand Island Nicole Arcilla, Cathy Aubushon, Dorothy Aubushon, Colleen 
Childers, Tony Curtis, Jim Etherton, Blake Hatfield, Bob Hausmann, Dave 
Janulewicz, Mary Ann Kalinay, Lynette Keeshan, Kelsey King, Geraldine Koepke, 
Ron Kruse, Anne Kruse, Connie McCartney (compiler), Steve Morris, Vicki Orr, 
Rick Rasmussen, Ola Svensson, Mike Wagner, Denise Wiese, Josh Wiese (17 + 6 
feeder watchers) 


Harlan County Lauren Dinan, Andrew Furman, Robin Harding, Joel Jorgensen 
(compiler), Bette Klaphake, Clem Klaphake, Jonathan Nikkila, Don Paseka, Janis 
Paseka, Lanny Randolph, Gary Roberts, Kyle Schumacher, Ross Silcock, Nick 
Varvel, T.J. Walker (15) 


Harrison Peter Hill (1) [Bruce Walgren, compiler] 


Indian Cave Judy Bouma, Brad Breitkreutz, Kevin Holliday (compiler), Mike Ford, 
Adam Jones (5 + 5 feeder watchers) 


Lake McConaughy Elliott Bedows, Alison Bleich, Mary Bomberger Brown, Jerry 
Dealey, Mindy Dealey, Stephen J. Dinsmore (compiler), Paul Dunbar, Luke 
Hamilton, Roger Hamilton, Sandy Harrison, Alice Heckman, Bette Klaphake, Clem 
Klaphake, Elise Lockhart, Kevin Murphy, Nate Nielsen, Cathy Ochsner, Jim 
Ochsner, Brian Peterson, Gary Roberts, Ross Silcock, Jeanine Wickersham (14 + 8 
feeder watchers) 
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Lincoln Collen Beard, Matt Beisel, Anita Breckbill, Charlene Brown, Linda R. 
Brown, Mary Bomberger Brown, Pat Cole, Barbara DiBernard, Kenny Dinan, 
Lauren Dinan (compiler) Larry Einemann, Andrea Faas, Joe Gubanyi, Pat 
Halderman, Emily Herrick, Esa Jarvi, Paul Johnsgard, Michelle Johnson, Joel 
Jorgensen, Jamie Kelley, Tim Knott, Julie Krasne, Dan Leger, George Maly, Leanne 
Manning, Steve Martindale, Linda Maslowski, Pete Maslowski, Bob McCollough, 
Bruce Mellberg, Lana Novak, Anne Pamperl, Linda Plock, Sarah Puckette, E. J. 
Raynor, Ken Reitan, Carol Rustad, Jason St. Sauver, Ruth Stearns, Ellen Stepleton, 
Sheila Stevens, April Stevenson, Bailey Stougard, Ned Stringham, Jill Sweet, Josh 
Sweet, Moni Usasz, Bethany Van Den Broeke, Cynthia Van Den Broeke, Matthew 
Van Den Broeke, Rebekah Van Den Broeke (44 + 8 feeder watchers) 


Lower Platte River Mary Bomberger Brown, Kenny Dinan, Lauren Dinan, Larry 
Einemann, William Flack, Alice Heckman, Joel Jorgensen (compiler), Clem 
Klaphake, Babs Padelford, Loren Padelford, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Theresa 
Pella, Justin Rink, Gary Roberts, Shari Schwartz, Ruth Stearns, Thomas Walker (17 
+ ] feeder watcher) 


Norfolk Marc Bathke, Ed Brogie, Ariane Brokaw, William Flack, Joe Grone,, David 
Heidt (compiler), John Manning, Hailey Miller, Brian Peterson, Bailey Taylor, Paul 
Timm, Charlie Williamson, Duane Wolff (compiler), Cole Woodward (14) 


North Platte Carla Barbaro, Wendy Becker, Monte Brown, Virginia Clark, Boni 
Edwards, Julie Geiser, Robin Harding, Bruce Hovie, Joel Jorgensen, Jake Koenig, 
Andy Moore, Jim Petersen, Lanny Randolph, Thomas J. Walker (compiler) (13 + 1 
feeder watcher) 


Omaha Elliott Bedows, Mike Benkis, Julianne Carbonell, Mark Cave, Elizabeth 
Chalen, Mary Clausen, Ann Cole, Kathleen Crawford-Rose, Ann Duey, Dave Duey, 
Nelli Falzgraf, Linda Fernng, Lisa Formanik, Bob Fuchs, Grace Gaard, Alan 
Grenon, Suzanne Gucciardo, Lois Inskeep, Jennifer Janes, Clem Klaphake, John 
Klein, Jim Kovanda, Sandy Kovanda, Catherine Kuper, Terry Lassek, Jonene Lee, 
Sharla Meester, Kate Murphy, Babs Padelford, Loren Padelford, Don Paseka, Janis 
Paseka, Deb Ratzlaff, Neal Ratzlaff, Al Reyer, Cindy Reyer, Jean Richter, Justin 
Rink, Gary Roberts, Rick Schmid (compiler), Steve Schmitt, Eric Scholar, Kathy 
Schwery, Phil Swanson, Bethany Thornton, Jerry Toll, Trish Wakefield, Bob Wells, 
Deborah Woracek (45 + 4 feeder watchers) 


Ponca Delanie Bruce, Vern Cummins, Teri Dolezal, Warren Dunkle, Gary 
Heineman, Bill Huser (compiler), Jan Johnson, Richard Johnson, Maria Korver 
(compiler), Bob Livermore, Jan Null, Jerry Probst, Scott Schmidt, Colleen Shadle, 
Steve Shadle, Rob Towler, Jerry Von Ehwegen (17) 


Scottsbluff Elliott Bedows, Kathy DeLara, Alice Kenitz (compiler), Tim Lane, Jack 
Larriviere, Brian Peterson, Gary Roberts, Marie Smith, Rod Smith (9 + 1 feeder 
watcher) 
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SPRING FIELD REPORT, March-May 2018 
Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 

P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 


I begin this report with some rather extensive (excessive?) housekeeping, 
mostly reminders of why I do some of the odd things you have wondered about in 
these seasonal reports. 

An issue in these Seasonal Reports is definition of seasons. In these Seasonal 
Reports for Nebraska, the traditional four seasons are defined and used in order to 
match the calendar seasons used in North American Birds. These are: Spring: March- 
May; Summer: June-July; Fall: August-November; and Winter: December- 
February. Using these fixed calendar seasons presents a problem in analyzing 
movements of Nebraska's birds. We all know that many spring migrants can still be 
found in Jun or even July, and these are discussed of necessity in the Summer Seasonal 
Report due to the traditional definitions of the four seasons. Hence, we have entries 
like this in this Summer Seasonal Report, but note that the latest spring dates are in 
“Summer” as traditionally defined: 

Blackpoll Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant 
east and central, uncommon west; spring ELDs are 7-8 Jun. 

A reminder: EEDs = expected early dates, ELDs = expected late dates. Early 
and late dates and how they are assessed is explained at https://birds.outdoornebraska. 
gov/how-to-use-species-accounts/. 

In the species accounts of Birds of Nebraska - Online (https://birdsof 
nebraska.org, BONO), however, we use biological seasons; I often include a date 
range in the accounts to clarify the season in question. Biological seasons in BONO 


are defined as follows  (https://birds.outdoornebraska.gov/how-to-use-species- 
accounts/): 


As part of the “Status” summary in each species account, we use several 
terms which are defined here. It is important to note that these terms are not defined 
by calendar months but vary temporally species by species. “Spring” and “Fall” are 
the periods in which individuals of a species are moving from winter range to summer 
range and the corresponding return movement to winter range; the term “migrant” 
applies to species engaged in such movements. “Summer” is the period when sexually 
active individuals in a population engage in reproduction; these populations are 
defined as “breeders”. Often, birds occurring in summer are not part of a breeding 
population but may be stalled migrants (usually immature non-breeders) or dispersers 
into the state; these are referred to as “visitors”. “Resident” is the term applied to 
species that are sedentary and do not migrate; individuals occupy the same general 
area year-round. “Winter” refers to the period between fall and spring migration for 
migrants, or when “residents” are not sexually active. 

Since almost all of the reports analyzed in each Seasonal Report are obtained 
from eBird (https://eBird.org), and Birds of Nebraska - Online is now up and running, 
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my Seasonal Reports species accounts only mention things that add to or enhance the 
content of BONO. We will update BONO seasonally based on this additional 
information, which includes new early and late migration dates, new breeding 
phenology dates, new high numbers, and additional new information. In the species 
accounts in the seasonal reports, I do not mention species that are not reported and are 
less-than-annual in occurrence and/or have no summer status. For example, 
Townsend's Solitaire is only “casual” in summer (occurs seven or fewer years in the 
last 10), and Northern Shrike is a winter visitor. Unless reported, neither will appear 
in a Summer Report. 
And now, the birds! 


This spring will be remembered for Nebraska's first unequivocal record of 
Swainson's Warbler, unfortunately a “one day wonder’, but well-photographed. 
Another mega was a Band-tailed Pigeon, Nebraska's fourth. 

The old sports saying “wait until next year" was applicable in spades to wood- 
warblers; last year was noted for its paucity of most species of wood-warblers, but this 
year, incredible record numbers occurred for several migrant species: Magnolia, Bay- 
breasted, Chestnut-sided, Blackpoll, and Palm. Other amazing numbers were the 
598,000 Sandhill Cranes counted at peak migration in the Central Platte Valley and 
the 598 Great Egrets reported within the amazing 414 reports. 

Several species continue to expand ranges and increase in numbers; now 
almost ubiquitous is White-winged Dove, which is establishing a pattern of summer 
residency, albeit with as yet few records of nesting, and Lesser Black-backed Gull, 
now a regular migrant in the state. Osprey continues breeding successfully in the west, 
with new sites in Scotts Bluff and Keith Cos. Barred Owl is moving west with alacrity 
in riparian drainages; one was photographed at North Platte, the westernmost location 
to date, and Pileated Woodpecker appeared at two extreme northeastern locations, the 
northernmost to date in the Missouri River Valley. 

Important nesting reports were of Black-billed Magpies nesting in Pierce Co, 
hopefully maintaining the small disjunct population there, and a pair of Pine Siskins 
with a newly-fledged juvenile in Lincoln, one of a number of far-flung breeding 
records for this species. 

As in each season, there were a few reports of distributional significance. 
Two adult Mew Gulls were reported, unusual in spring. A Rocky Mountain Downy 
Woodpecker, subspecies Picoides pubescens leucurus, with completely black wings 
and shoulders, was found at Fort Robinson, Dawes Co; it was hanging out with the 
expected eastern subspecies P. p. medianus. An excellent photograph of a gray- 
flanked Hermit Thrush as far east as Antelope Co was almost certainly another Rocky 
Mountain subspecies, Catharus gutatus auduboni. A persistent green-backed male 
Lesser Goldfinch returned to the same feeder it attended in winter 2016-2017; good 
photos were taken of this bird, representing the first eastern winter record and only the 
fourth for winter overall. Finally, a Sterna tern at Lake Ogallala caused identification 
heartburn; experts disagreed as to whether it was an Arctic or a Common. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 


BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 

CBL: Capitol Beach Lake, Lincoln 

Cem: Cemetery 

CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co 
Co(s): County (ies) 

CR: Calamus Reservoir SRA and WMA, Loup and Garfield Cos 
CSP: Chadron SP, Dawes Co 

EED: Expected Early Date 

ELD: Expected Late Date 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 

GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar Co 

HCR: Harlan County Reservoir, Harlan Co 
HH: Heron Haven, Omaha 

HL: Holmes Lake, Lincoln 

LM: Lake McConaughy, Keith Co 

LNB: Lakes North and Babcock, Platte Co 
LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co 

LSWNP: Lincoln Saline Wetlands Nature Park, Lincoln 
m.ob.: many observers 

NC: Nature Center 

NLB: North Lake Basin WMA, Seward Co 
NM: National Monument 

NNF: Nebraska National Forest 

NOU: Nebraska Ornithologists' Union 
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 

PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co 

PP: Pioneers Park, Lincoln 

PSP: Ponca SP, Dixon Co 

Res: Reservoir 

RWB: Rainwater Basin, including several south-central and southeastern playa basins 
SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co 
SHP: State Historical Park 

SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 

SRA: State Recreation Area 

WHNC: Wildcat Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co 
WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area 
WP: Wilderness Park, Lincoln 

WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area 


OBSERVERS 


Noah Arthur (NA) 
Chris & Ashley Alred (C&AA) 
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Dennis Arp (DAr) 
Elaine Bachel (EBa) 
Tim Banks (TBa) 

Carla Barbaro (CBa) 
Dina Barta (DBa) 
Wendy Becker (WB) 
Elliott Bedows (EB) 
Garrett Behrends (GBe) 
Jo Ann Bowes (JAB) 
Scott Bradley (SBr) 
Anita Breckbill (ABr) 
Tanja Britton (TBr) 

Ed Brogie (EBr) 

Lee Brogie (LBr) 

Mark Brogie (MB) 
Barbara Brown (BBr) 
Iza Bruen-Morningstar (IBM) 
Donna Brunet (DBr) 
John Carlini (JCa) 

Rob Cassady (RCa) 
Andrew Caven (ACa) 
Colleen Childers (CCh) 
Cynthia Kristensen (CKr) 
Steve Clark (SC!) 
Virginia Clark (VC) 
Mary Clausen (MCI) 
Aidan Coohill (ACo) 
Jen Corman (JCo) 

Kelly Corman (KCo) 
Colin Croft (CCf) 
Charlotte Croshaw (CCr) 
Cinda Crosley (CCy) 
Thomas Czubek (TCz) 
Olivia DaRugna (ODa) 
Allyson Dather (ADa) 
Nathan Davis (NDa) 
Colin Deihl (CDe) 
Kathy DeLara (KD) 
Carla Dengler (CDe) 
Cheryl Dickerson (CD1) 
Roger Dietrich (RD) 
Scott & Sierra Downes (S&SD) 
James E. Ducey (JED) 
Paul Dunbar (PD) 

Kathy Mihm Dunning (KMD) 
Rick Eades (RE) 
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Alyssa Edlund (AEd) 
Boni Edwards (BEd) 
Larry Einemann (LE) 
Kimberly Emerson (KEm) 
Gregory & Susan Estep (G&SE) 
Jim Etherton (JEt) 
William Flack (WF) 

Rita Flohr (RFI) 

Chelsea Forehead (CFo) 
Andrew Furman (AF) 
Tom Gannon (TG) 
Matthew Garvin (MGa) 
Jim Gast (JGa) 

Bob Gerten (BG) 

Katie Gooby (KGo) 

Chris Goulart (CGo) 

Joe Gubanyi (JG) 
Catherine Hagen (CHa) 
John W. Hall (JWH) 
Robin Harding (RH) 
Drake Hardman (DHa) 
Greg Hartel (GHa) 
Kadynn Hatfield (KH) 
Dave Heidt (DH) 

Kat Hentsch (KHe) 

Justin Hill (JH) 

Donna Hocker (DHo) 
David Hollie (DHI) 

Frank Holmes (FH) 

Ian & Paula Hoppe (I&PH) 
Eric C. Hopps (ECH) 

Bill F. Huser (BFH) 
Todd Hutch (THu) 
Zachariah Hutchinson (ZH) 
Palma Jack (PJa) 

Esa Jarvi (EJa) 

Todd Jensen (TJe) 

Jan Johnson (JJ) 

Jenny Jo Johnson (JJJ) 
Joel G. Jorgensen (JGJ) 
Karen Kader (KKa) 

Tim Kavan (TKa) 
Lynette Keeshan (LKe) 
Clem N. Klaphake (CNK) 
Nicole Koeltzow (NKo) 
Jesse Kolar (JKl) 
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Landon Koth (LKo) 
Josh Kounovsky (JKo) 
Augie Kramer (AKr) 
Steve Kruse (SKr) 
Thomas E. Labedz (TEL) 
Josh Lefever (JL) 
Daniel Leger (DL) 
Sandra Lemmon (SLe) 
Jeff Lemons (JLe) 
Gary Lingle (GL) 

Jim Lochlear (JLo) 
Aaron Mandell (AMd) 
John Manning (JMa) 
Robert Manning (RMa) 
Sam Manning (SMa) 
Alie Mayes (AMa) 
Sharla Meester (SMe) 
Andrew Meiborg (AMe) 
Sam Miller (SMi) 
Wayne Mollhoff (WM) 
Steve Morris (SM) 
Andrew Newman-Dilfer (AND) 
Jonathan Nikkila (JN) 
Gloria Nikolai (GN1) 
Jim Ochsner (JO) 
Loren & Babs Padelford (L&BP) 
Melissa Panella (MPa) 
Barry Parkin (BPa) 
Theresa Pella (TPe) 
Jim Petersen (JPe) 
Brian Peterson (BP) 
Mark Peterson (MPe) 
Linda Plock (LPI) 
Phillip Power (PPo) 
Shannon Regan (SRe) 
Susan Quinn (SQ) 
Lanny Randolph (LR) 
Neal Ratzlaff (NR) 

Ed Raynor (ERa) 

Ben Ream (BRe) 
Justin Rink (JR) 

Gary Roberts (GR) 
Paul Roisen (PR) 

Keith Roragen (KRo) 
Ben Sandifer (BSa) 
John Schukman (JSc) 
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Shari Schwartz (SSc) 

Ken Shuster (KSh) 

Matt Shurtliff (MSh) 

W. Ross Silcock (WRS) 
Matthew Sittel (MSi) 
Kent Skaggs (KS) 

Gary & Jan Small (G&JS) 
Joshua Smith (JSm) 
Seena Spencer (SSp) 
Dave Stage (DSt) 

Ruthie Stearns (RSt) 
Scott Stolz (SSt) 

Caleb Strand (CSt) 
Barbara Straus (BSt) 
Jason St. Sauver (JSS) 
Kirsten Sullivan (KSu) 
Phil Swanson (PS) 

Jim & Linda Swenson (J&LS) 
David Thomas (DTh) 
Paul Timm (PT1) 

Rob Tyser (RTy) 
Matthew & Cynthia Van Den Broeke (M&CVB) 
Nick Varvel (NV) 

Glen Walbek (GWa) 

T.J. Walker (TJW) 

Evan Ward (EWa) 

Don & Marion Weidemann (D&MW) 
Bob Wells (BW) 

Denise Wiese (DW1) 
Scott Wessel (SW) 
Michael Willison (MW) 
Suzanne Winkler (SWi1) 
Rick Wright (RW) 

Donna Yates (DYa) 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 
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Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: None were reported of this virtually annual summer 


visitor; EEDs are in mid-May. 


Snow Goose: Best count was 400,960 at BOL 9 Mar; the 960 were below the dam, 
the estimated 400,000 above the dam (LE). That the best estimate was 
easterly fits the huge numbers reported at DeSoto NWR this spring also (fide 
JGJ). The northward routes taken by Snow Geese have varied greatly over 


the last 20 years or so. 
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Ross’s Goose: An estimate of 50,000 in Hall Co 13 Mar with 250,000 Snow Geese 
(THu) would be a new high count; previous highs were 30,000 and 21,920. 
Paul Johnsgard, in 2012, estimated Ross's Goose numbers were about 2% of 
the mid-continent white goose population, at that time estimated at 4.9 
million, suggesting 90,000 Ross's pass through Nebraska in spring. Since 
Johnsgard's estimate, the Snow Goose population has increased to at least 10 
million (Mark Vrtiska, Waterfowl Program Manager, Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission), suggesting 200,000 Ross's might pass through Nebraska 
in spring. 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Best count was the estimated 20,000 in Hall Co 13 
Mar (AEd); second-highest on record after 100,000. 

Brant: None were reported of this less-than-annual statewide spring migrant. 

Cackling Goose: The 900 in Gosper Co 7 Mar (WF) was a good count; highs are 
1000-2000. 

Canada Goose: Best estimate was the 100,000 at the North Unit of PSP 10 Mar (EBr); 
this ties the previous high, recorded four times. Interestingly, all five 100,000 
counts are in the period 8-12 Mar. 

Mute Swan: A presumed domestic bird was reported from Heartland of America Park, 
Omaha, 29 Apr (G&SE). Yanney Lake in Kearney, Buffalo Co, apparently 
has a small breeding population; singles at Stoneridge Lake, Kearney, 16 Apr 
(BBr), and one at North Park, Holdrege, 22 Mar-5 Apr (JN, CCy, JPe), only 
30 miles from Kearney, may have been the same bird, derived from Yanney 
Lake. 

Trumpeter Swan: Cygnets were reported in Grant Co 25 May (SW1) and Sheridan 
Co 29 May (TG); the long-time breeders at Ravenna, Buffalo Co, were 
present 4 May (WF). 

Tundra Swan: The single wintering with Trumpeters in western Douglas Co was last 
reported 1 Mar (PPo). 

Wood Duck: Best tally was 64, scattered along the shore of CR 26 Mar (BSa); high 
spring counts are 65-100. 

Blue-winged Teal: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring migrant. 

Cinnamon Teal: Reports in the east, where rare, were more numerous than usual; 1- 
2 were at six locations in five counties north and east of the RWB 4 Apr-6 
May (m. ob.). 

Northern Shoveler: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, 
statewide spring migrant. 

Gadwall: The 1200 at Fuchtman Playa, Antelope Co, 8 Apr (MB) was a good count; 
spring highs are 1750-2600. 

American Wigeon: Fuchtman Playa was crowded 8 Apr; in addition to 1200 Gadwall, 
there were 1000 American Wigeon (MB). Spring high counts for this species 
are 1350-2581. With the American Wigeons was a “White-cheeked 
Wigeon”, or “Storm Wigeon" variant (MB); this is a well-known variant, 
prized by hunters. 

Mallard: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring migrant. 
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American Black Duck: The only report of this now less-than-annual spring migrant 
was a photograph of a bird in flight in Dodge Co 19 Mar (CCr) that suggested 
mixed parentage, likely involving Mallard. 

Northern Pintail: Spring counts can be enormous; best count was 4200 at NLB 14 
Mar (JH), however, spring highs are 73,000-200,000! 

Green-winged Teal: Spring numbers are far lower in the Panhandle than in the east 
and central, as pointed out by Kathy DeLara; best counts in the west were 
200 at Lake Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co, 19 Apr (LKo, JLe) and 100 near 
Morrill, Scotts Bluff Co, 10 Apr (KD). In contrast, state spring high is 8500. 

Canvasback: A female on a nest with one egg at Avocet WMA, Grant Co, 21 May 
(RW) was a good find; most of the few nesting reports are from the western 
Sandhills. Two in Dundy Co 30 May (WF) were tardy; ELDs are 21-23 May 
away from breeding locations. 

Redhead: Best count was the 3000 in Cedar Co 14 Mar (RD); spring highs are 14,000- 
40,500. Rather tardy were six in Dundy Co 30 May (WF) and two in Perkins 
Co 31 May (WF); ELDs away from known breeding areas are 31 May-4 Jun. 

Ring-necked Duck: An intriguing report was of an apparent hybrid at Offutt Base 
Lake, Sarpy Co, 30 Mar (PS photo). Its identification was uncertain, but it 
was likely a mix of Ring-necked Duck and Lesser Scaup, or, based on its 
contrasting black and white appearance, Tufted Duck and Lesser Scaup, 
although the bird did have a pale area on its bill suggestive of Ring-necked 
Duck (fide JGJ). 

Greater Scaup: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide spring migrant. 

Lesser Scaup: A good count was the 3000 at GPD 23 Mar and 10 Apr (BPa, SSt, RD); 
spring highs are 2880-3650. 

Surf Scoter: None were reported of this less-than-annual statewide spring migrant. 

White-winged Scoter: None were reported of this less-than-annual statewide spring 
migrant. 

Black Scoter: None were reported of this less-than-annual statewide spring migrant. 

Long-tailed Duck: One at Hedgefield WMA, Lancaster Co, 28 Feb continued through 
2 Mar (EJa, GR, JJJ), a little early, since EEDs in spring are 2-3 Mar. Reports 
from Lake Yankton and the Crofton area, Cedar and Knox Cos respectively 
29 Mar (MB, EBr), appeared from photos to be of the same bird. 

Bufflehead: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide spring 
and fall migrant. 

Common Goldeneye: Second-highest spring count on record was the 1200 on Lewis 
and Clark Lake, Knox Co, 29 Mar (EBr, MB); high is 1875. 

Barrow’s Goldeneye: None were reported during the spring period, when this species 
is less than annual in occurrence. Last report in winter was 17 Feb. 

Hooded Merganser: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Common Merganser: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, 
statewide spring migrant. 

Red-breasted Merganser: Best count was an excellent 98 in Dakota Co 20 Apr (PR, 
BFH); spring highs are 103-300. One in Dawes Co 21 May (WM) was rather 
late; ELDs are 22-24 May. 
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Ruddy Duck: One with an all-white head was at Whitman, Grant Co, 14 and 20 Mar 
(RW); this condition is not mentioned in major waterfowl references and may 
be an example of partial bilateral leucism. 

Northern Bobwhite: Reports from the western edge of the range, where distribution 
is restricted to river valleys and major tributaries, were from Thomas Co 31 
May (AMe) and Valentine NWR, Cherry Co, 31 May (ODa). 

Gray Partridge: The only reports were of two southwest of Laurel, Cedar Co, 31 May 
(EBr) and two in northern Cedar Co (DSt); most recent reports are from this 
general area. Numbers appear to be at a low ebb currently. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Reports were routine of this fairly common, locally common, 
statewide resident. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were routine of this locally common resident north and 
west, rare casual elsewhere. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: The eight in Webster Co 31 May (JGJ) were near the east 
edge of their extreme southern Nebraska range, which barely reaches 
southwestern Nuckolls Co. A single flyover at Walgren Lake, Sheridan Co, 
(LR, RH) was a bit west of the expected range. 

Wild Turkey: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide 
resident. 

Pied-billed Grebe: One in Keith Co 17 Mar (JR, SBr) was a bit early; EEDs for the 
Panhandle are 24-29 Mar. 

Horned Grebe: The 65 on CBL 13 Apr (LE) was a good count; spring highs are 65- 
236. 

Red-necked Grebe: The only report was of one at CLNWR 18 May (MW). This is 
only the 7th accepted spring record, all since 2001; Red-necked Grebe has 
been reported more often in recent years but is still less than annual in spring, 
although annual in fall. 

Eared Grebe: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant central and west, 
fairly common east. 

Western Grebe: Huge numbers occur on LM in spring; high counts then are 14,100- 
18,000 with an estimate of 100,000 by an experienced observer covering the 
entire lake. Thus, excellent estimates (birds counted in 50s) there this spring 
were the record high 30,000 on 30 Apr (MB et al.), these counted from 
Kingsley Dam (14,000), Martin’s Bay (8000), and Little Thunder Bay 
(8,000). Rather early for the west-central were one in Dundy Co 25 Mar 
(MB) and eight in Keith Co 29 Mar (GN1); EEDs for the west-central are 10- 
14 Apr. 

Clark’s Grebe: Reports were routine of this uncommon spring migrant west and west- 
central, rare casual central and east. 

Rock Pigeon: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Band-tailed Pigeon: Nebraska’s fourth Band-tailed Pigeon was at a Doniphan, Hall 
Co, feeder 18-23 May (DWi, m. ob.). There was one earlier spring record at 
almost the same time, that in Scotts Bluff Co 15-17 May 2000, also at a 
feeder. There are two fall records. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 
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White-winged Dove: This species is now an uncommon annual statewide summer 
visitor, although nesting records are still surprisingly few, with less than 
annual reports. Overwintering reports have increased, though still less-than- 
annual; wintering birds were last reported at Culbertson, Hitchcock Co, 28 
Mar (DAr), in Imperial, Chase Co, still present 30 Apr (MB, EBr, WF), and 
in Benkelman, Dundy Co, 25 Mar (MB). There was a noticeable influx in 
mid-May, indicating that most summering White-winged Doves migrate into 
the state for summer. Presumed early arrivers were one in a Garfield Co yard 
2 May (BG), two in Cass Co 4 May (GHa), and one in Lincoln Co 5 May 
(WB). There were reports of about 12 different individuals for the spring 
period. 


This Band-tailed Pigeon, Nebraska’s fourth, was at a Doniphan, Hall Co, feeder 18-23 May 
2018, here photographed by Sharla Meester 23 May. 


Mourning Dove: The 100 near Crawford, Dawes Co, 18 May (MW) was a new spring 
high for migrants/spring arrivers; previous highs were 80-83. An indication 
of the build-up in numbers in spring in the north were total counts by month 
of 9, 81, and 198 for Mar, Apr, and May respectively (fide JED). 


Yellow-billed Cuckoo: One in Scotts Bluff Co 22 May (TJe) was rather early; EEDs 
for the Panhandle are 19-20 May. 
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Black-billed Cuckoo: There were five reports of this rare but annual spring migrant, 
all from the east beginning 21 May (m. ob.). It can be difficult to accept 
reports of this species without a recording or a great photo, but there was no 
doubt regarding the photo below accompanying a report from PL 21 May 
(MGa). 


This Black-billed Cuckoo was photographed at Pawnee Lake, Lancaster Co, 21 May 2018 by 
Matthew Garvin, leaving no doubt as to the correctness of the identification. 


Common Nighthawk: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Common Poorwill: Two calling at NNF Bessey, Thomas Co, 28 Apr (MB, EBr) were 
rather early; EEDs are 22-25 Apr. 

Chuck-will’s-widow: A new high spring count was the nine at a known location, 
along River Road, Jefferson Co, 25 May (MW). Previous spring highs were 
3-6. This species appears to be increasing in numbers in that part of the state. 
Reports from Knox Co are the northernmost known in the state; this spring 
one at a known location near GPD 21-25 May was recorded 25 May (MB, 
EBr). 

Eastern Whip-poor-will: One documented itself by flying into a window in Lancaster 
Co 13 Apr, a new early date for the state, but survived and was released after 
being photographed (EBa). Previous EEDs were 15-18 Apr. A nightjar 
survey in northeast Seward Co, including Oak Glen WMA, tallied 14 
individuals 30 May (JG). 
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Chimney Swift: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant east and central, 
uncommon west. 

White-throated Swift: Only the fifth report of spring migrants in northern Sheridan 
Co was one in Gordon 6 May (D&MW). This species breeds east on the Pine 
Ridge as far as Beaver Creek near Hay Springs in northwest Sheridan Co. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring 
migrant east, uncommon central, rare casual west. 

Black-chinned Hummingbird: None were reported of this less-than-annual summer 
visitor. 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird: None were reported of this less-than-annual western 
spring migrant. 

Yellow Rail: Only the third and fourth spring reports in the last 10 years were singles 
flushed at Jack Sinn WMA, Lancaster Co, 21 (JGJ) and 24 (LE) May. There 
are now 17 accepted records for spring, 13 of these during 26 Apr-24 May. 

Black Rail: None were reported of this less-than-annual statewide spring visitor. 

King Rail: None were reported of this less-than-annual statewide spring visitor. 

Virginia Rail: Two on Blue Creek, Garden Co, 18 Mar (KMD) probably wintered 
there; EEDs for presumed migrants are 8-10 Apr. 

Sora: Arrival was early and in good numbers; rather early were two in Clay Co 5 Apr 
(EWa, JH), and one northerly for the date in Holt Co 9 Apr (EBr, MB). 
Previous EEDs were 10-12 Apr. A good count was the 12 at LSWNP 17 
May (C&AA); spring highs are 14-51. 

Common Gallinule: None were reported of this less-than-annual spring migrant south 
and east. 

American Coot: The 3000 at BOL 25 Apr (CHa) was a good count; spring highs are 
4000-6000. 

Sandhill Crane: Peak counts seem to be getting larger; this spring's peak count in the 
Central Platte Valley was 598,000 on 24 Mar (ACa). Good numbers roost 
elsewhere along the Platte and North Platte Rivers; 10,000 were at North 
River WMA, Lincoln Co, 25 Mar (RCa), 10,200 were at Clear Creek WMA 
and nearby, Garden Co, 17 Mar (KMD), and 7500 were tardy in the Lake 
Minatare area, Scotts Bluff Co, 7 Apr (KD). At the Scotts Bluff location, 
4000 were found 21 Mar (SLe), corresponding to the peak count timing 
elsewhere in mid-Mar. However, that Apr push at Lake Minatare 
corresponded to similar Apr counts elsewhere; 1600 were near Fort 
Robinson, Dawes Co, 7 Apr (SLe) and 1150 were at Valentine NWR, Cherry 
Co, 12 Apr (ODa). Jim Ducey noted that there were deaths due to a mid-Apr 
blizzard in Cherry Co, followed by a “major migratory movement" in mid- 
Apr; such weather perhaps causing the delay in migration into mid-Apr of the 
Dawes, Scotts Bluff and Cherry Cos flocks cited above. The easternmost 
high count was 1500 at Deep Well WMA, Hamilton Co, 14 Mar (GR). There 
were two reports from known breeding locations: an adult and a colt were at 
Kiowa WMA, Scotts Bluff Co, 25 May (KD, photo), and an adult in brown 
plumage was at Hutton Sanctuary, Rock Co, 31 May (JSc). A rather late date 
was of two in Hall Co 24 May (CFo): ELDs for spring migrants are 22-24 
May. 
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Common Crane: None were reported of this less-than-annual spring migrant central 
and western Platte River Valley. 

Whooping Crane: An early bird appeared in the Doniphan area, Hall Co, 4 Mar 
(AND); since expected arrival dates of migrants are around 20 Mar, as 
determined by sightings of more than a single bird, subsequent reports of a 
single bird in Hall Co 4 Mar-20 Mar (BBr) probably were of this one bird. 
EEDs are 3-4 Mar. The first group of migrants, three, arrived at Rowe 
Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, 21 Mar (SBr). Best count was the encouraging new 
high spring count of 35 in the Central Platte Valley 5 Apr (JGJ); previous 
highs were 11-21. 

Black-necked Stilt: This species is a rare spring migrant in the east; however, there 
was a nice push of 11 migrants there this spring at six different locations in 
the period 2-18 May (m. ob.); best count was three at Stagecoach Lake, 
Lancaster Co, including a copulating pair (SKr). All reports after 18 May 
were from the western Nebraska breeding range. 

American Avocet: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant west and 
central, fairly common east. 

Black-bellied Plover: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, 
statewide spring migrant. 

American Golden-Plover: Rather early were three in Fillmore Co 17 Mar (EWa) and 
one in Adams Co 20 Mar (DTh); EEDs in spring are 16-19 Mar. An excellent 
count was the 750 in the area of Tamora WPA, Seward Co, 6 May (TJW); 
spring highs are 789-1003, all in the RWB. 

Snowy Plover: None were reported of this usually annual but rare spring visitor 
central, less-than-annual elsewhere. 

Semipalmated Plover: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring migrant 
east and central, uncommon west. 

Piping Plover: First reported arrival was one rather early at HL 14 Apr (SKr photo); 
EEDs are 11-13 Apr. First arrivals at LM were three on 29 Apr (MB, EBr); 
11 were in the Little Thunder and Martin Bays area as well as Sandy Beach 
there the next day (m. ob.). 

Killdeer: Best count was the 177 at Lake Wanahoo, Saunders Co, 19 Apr (I&PH); 
spring high counts are 231-442. 

Mountain Plover: The five reports totaling seven birds were all in May from the 
known breeding range in Kimball Co (m. ob.); in Nebraska, most sightings 
are of local breeders, as this species is an early migrant mostly west of 
Nebraska. 

Upland Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Whimbrel: There were four reports of this rare spring migrant 30 Apr-20 May. 
Unexpected in Apr, a group of eight fly-bys was seen briefly at LM 30 Apr 
(CSt); only 15-20% of Whimbrel records are in Apr. Also a bit early were 
three fly-bys at HCR 8 May (PD), whereas right on time were singles 
photographed at Straightwater WMA, Seward Co, 13 May (SKr, MW), a 
rather easterly sighting, and at Box Butte Reservoir, Dawes Co, 20 May 
(DH). 
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Long-billed Curlew: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring migrant 
central and west, less-than-annual east. 

Hudsonian Godwit: Rather early were 1-2 at Lake Wanahoo, Saunders Co, 7-10 Apr 
(JGJ, m. ob.); EEDs in spring are 6-7 Apr. Six had arrived there by 11 Apr 
(KGo). 

Marbled Godwit: One in Valley Co 5 Apr (WF photo) was rather early; EEDs in 
spring are 29 Mar-5 Apr. An excellent count was the flock of 56 on a beach 
at LM 30 Apr (MB et al.); high spring counts, not all of single flocks, are 
134-1100, all in the tight period 22-25 Apr. A group of eight feeding in a 
pool at CLNWR 9 Apr (ODa, JGJ) may have been migrating to James Bay 
rather than the northern Great Plains (see  https:///birds.outdoor 
nebraska.gov/marbled-godwit). 

Ruddy Turnstone: One at Straightwater WMA, Seward Co, 1 May (MSh) was a bit 
early; EEDs in spring are 29-30 Apr. An excellent count was the flock of 31 
at LNB 23 May (EBr, MB photo); high spring counts are 42-100. 

Red Knot: None were reported of this less-than-annual statewide spring migrant. 

Ruff: None were reported of this less-than-annual spring migrant central and east. 

Stilt Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant central, fairly 
common east and west. 

Sanderling: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide spring migrant. 

Dunlin: One in Adams Co 2 Apr (GWa) was rather early; EEDs for spring are 31 Mar- 
2 Apr. 

Baird's Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Least Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this fairly common, locally 
common, spring migrant Rainwater Basin, uncommon eastward, rare 
westward. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant east and 
central, rare west. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this abundant spring migrant east 
and central, fairly common west. 

Western Sandpiper: There were three accepted reports of this rare statewide spring 
migrant: singles were at Merganser Lake, Lancaster Co, 21 Apr (M&CVB), 
in Clay Co 29 Apr (GR), and in Jefferson Co 1 May (WF). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Rare in the Panhandle, four were in Scotts Bluff Co 4 May 
(KD). 

Long-billed Dowitcher: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, 
spring migrant central and west, fairly common east. 

American Woodcock: There were westerly reports suggesting some range expansion 
or consolidation, notably at CR; three displaying birds were at Gracie Creek, 
Loup Co, 5 Apr (S&SD), and four were displaying near the southwest edge 
of the reservoir in Garfield Co 20 Apr (TPe). One was at the latter location 
14 Mar (BG). Knox Co has had several reports over the years; this spring 1- 
2 were along 531 Avenue 30 Apr-1 May (EBr, MB). 
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Wilson’s Snipe: ELDs for spring migrants (away from known breeding areas) are 13- 
17 May; two on 13 May in Seward Co (MW) were tardy. 

Spotted Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Solitary Sandpiper: The six at PP 5 May (BSt) was a good count; high is seven. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Willet A good count for the east, where uncommon in spring, was the 35 at 
Stagecoach Lake, Lancaster Co, 30 Apr (EJa). 

Greater Yellowlegs: Arrival was generally on the early side, with four reports of 1-3 
birds 3-4 Mar (m. ob.); EEDs are 1-2 Mar. 

Wilson's Phalarope: Best counts were 2700 at CLNWR 5 May (SMi, CDe), 2000 
there 3 May (MSh), and 2000 at Twin Lakes, Rock Co, 4 May (JJ). Spring 
high counts are 6550-10,000. 

Red-necked Phalarope: One in Buffalo Co 27 Apr (AF) was rather early; EEDs are 
19-24 Apr. Tardy in the east, where rare in spring, was one at PL 26 May 
(MW); ELDs away from breeding areas are 30 May-1 Jun. 

Red Phalarope: None were reported of this less-than-annual spring migrant central 
and east. 

Bonaparte's Gull: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Laughing Gull: None were reported of this rare statewide summer visitor, EEDs are 
12-19 May. 

Franklin's Gull: The 5000 at the Lincoln Landfill, Lancaster Co, 21 Apr (ERa) was 
a good count, spring highs are 12,592 and 20,000. 

Mew Gull: Surprisingly, there were two reports of this less-than-annual statewide 
spring migrant, both photographed adults. One was at BOL 11 Mar (NA, 
MW), the other at LO 21 Apr (NA). 

Ring-billed Gull: Best count was a carefully-estimated 13,400 at BOL 21 Mar (SSc, 
JCa); high spring counts are 19,000-30,000. 

California Gull: Surprisingly few reports were received of this fairly common spring 
visitor westward; two were as expected from LM, a first cycle immature 21 
Apr (NA photo) and an adult 30 Apr (MB et al., photo), but the third was a 
rare find in the east, a “near-adult” at LNB 27 May (RFI photo). This is a 
rather late date for reports away from LM; ELDs are 27-30 May. Easterly 
and central spring reports of California Gull are of the northern Great Plains 
prairie breeding subspecies Larus californicus albertaensis and are less-than- 
annual. 

Herring Gull: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide 
spring migrant. 

Iceland Gull: All but two of the numerous reports were of former Thayer's Gull from 
LM and BOL; last reports at both locations were of adults. At LM at least 
five were reported through 21 Apr, two adults, a 3rd-year, and two Ist-year 
(m. ob.), and at BOL six through 12 Apr, an adult, a 4th-year (NA, many 
reports of an adult here likely were of this bird), a 3rd year, two 2nd years, 
and a 1st year (m. ob.). Two reports were of former Kumlien’s Gull; a pale 
Ist year was at LM 20 Mar (FH), and another was in Douglas Co 30 Mar (JR, 
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NA). An adult at LM 21 Apr (NA photo) was tardy; ELDs are 23 Apr (three 
times). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: At least 13 were reported of this uncommon statewide 
spring migrant; most were at either BOL or LM (m. ob.). A 2nd-year bird 
was tardy at Valentine NWR, Cherry Co, 2 May (MSh); ELDs were 30 Apr- 
2 May. 

Glaucous-winged Gull: None were reported of this less-than-annual statewide spring 
migrant. 

Glaucous Gull: Up to three immatures at LM 21-30 Apr (NA, MB et al.) were tardy; 
although ELDs are 11-13 Apr, there are five late Apr records of laggardly 
immatures 21 Apr-2 May. 

Great Black-backed Gull: None were reported of this less-than-annual statewide 
spring migrant. 

Least Tern: One in Knox Co near Niobrara was early on 9 May (MB, EBr); EEDs are 
11-12 May. 


This putative Arctic Tern was photographed by Ross Silcock at Lake Ogallala, Keith Co, 
13 May 2018. Its identity is unsettled. 


Caspian Tern: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide spring migrant. 

Black Tern: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Common Tern: Three at LM 30 Apr (MB et al.) were early; EEDs are 30 Apr-2 May. 
There were only two other reports of this uncommon statewide spring 
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migrant, both also from LM: five on 13 May (WRS) and three on 21 May 
(PJa). 

Sterna sp.: A report of a Sterna tern at LM 13 May (WRS, photos, 
https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S45687507) generated discussion 
regarding its identity and will be submitted to NOURC. Experts on Frontiers 
of Field Identification disagreed on its identity; a case for Common Tern was 
based on the legs appearing too long and not blood red as well as the “contrast 
in feather age between [inner] primaries 1-5 (fresh and pale) and [outer] 6-10 
(subtly darker). This contrast can be very difficult to discern early in the 
season, as in the mid May date of this individual and this is absolutely typical 
for Common Tern”. Another expert could not see this molt sequence or any 
indication of a Common Tern molt sequence in photos of the Nebraska bird. 
Indeed, the flight shot below shows dark tips on the trailing edge of the outer 
primaries. 

Forster’s Tern: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Red-throated Loon: Only the 6th spring record for Nebraska was an apparent basic 
adult at BOL 17 Mar (MW photo). 

Pacific Loon: Only the 7th spring record for Nebraska was an apparent basic immature 
at Lake Wanahoo, Saunders Co, 5 Apr (GR details). All but one of the seven 
reports are from the east, the exception one at LO in 1999. 

Common Loon: One at LO 31 Mar (NA) was early that far west; EEDs for the 
Panhandle are 5-9 Apr. Also early were one in Lancaster Co 12 Mar (JSS) 
and two in Hall Co 13 Mar (THu). EEDs east of the Panhandle are 11-12 
Mar. Good numbers were reported, including a record spring count of 17 at 
BOL 17 Apr, all but one in alternate plumage (MW), and 12 at PL 15 Apr 
(M&CVB). Previous spring high counts were 12-15. 

Yellow-billed Loon: A report of one at PL 10 Apr was not accepted by the eBird 
reviewer but will be forwarded to the NOURC. There are only three records 
for Nebraska, all in fall. 

Neotropic Cormorant: Diagnostic photos of an immature at BOL 29 Mar and very 
likely the same bird 13 May (SSc, JCa) provided the 3rd-earliest spring date 
of this rare summer visitor east and central; EEDs are 31 Mar-5 Apr. Another 
was at Carter Lake, Omaha, 11-13 Apr (JR, m. ob.). 

Double-crested Cormorant: Tardy away from known breeding areas were one at 
Jack Sinn WMA, Lancaster Co, 31 May (LE), two at NLB 30 May (JGJ), and 
two at Verdon Lake SRA, Richardson Co, 30 May (SQ). ELDs away from 
known breeding locations are 31 May-1 Jun. Best count reported was the 
2550 at BOL 16 Apr (LE); spring high counts are 5000-6000. 

American White Pelican: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring 
migrant. 

American Bittern: ELDs are 17 May (three times) where breeding was not known to 
occur, and so reports in mid-May and later in suitable habitat may indicate 
nesting: one was at LSWNP 22 May (MGa). 

Least Bittern: This species probably breeds every year there is water in the western 
Sandhills; one was flushed at Willy Lake, Sheridan Co, 30 May (SM), where 
breeding has occurred previously. There are no known breeding reports for 
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Knox Co, but suggestive was a report of five just west of Niobrara SP 25 May 
(MB, EBr, PR). 

Great Blue Heron: A record spring count was the 85 around a pond west of Benedict, 
York Co, 13 Apr (SM); these were likely migrants or immature non-breeders. 

Great Egret: Numbers this spring were staggering; sifting through the 414 reports and 
avoiding duplication, there was a minimum of 598 individuals reported. 
Previous high counts were 30-43, but this spring there were no fewer than 
four locations themselves reporting 30+ birds. These alone tallied 178 Great 
Egrets: 56 at Fremont Lakes SRA, Dodge Co, 18 Apr (GR), 44 at PL 14 Apr 
(MW), 42 at LNB 14 Apr (NR), and 36 at Two Rivers SRA, Douglas Co, 17 
Apr (KKa). This species is rare in the Panhandle, but a surprise was the 2-4 
at Kiowa WMA, Scotts Bluff Co, 20 May (EB, KH). Another was westerly 
at LM 4 May (LKe). 

Snowy Egret: The five at Fuchtman Playa, Antelope Co, 25 May (EBr, PR) was a 
good count; spring high counts are 5-28. 

Little Blue Heron: There were four reports of this uncommon eastern and central 
spring migrant, an adult was a bit early in Franklin Co 10 Apr (MPe, GWa), 
an adult was in western Douglas Co 21 and 25 Apr (SBr, JR), another adult 
was at HCR 6 May (BBr), and a *calico" immature was found by Sam 
Bennett at HH 11-15 May (SMa, m. ob.). 

Cattle Egret: This species, like Great Egret, is rare in the west, however, this spring 
there were four reports, including a good tally of 22 at the North Platte SL, 
Lincoln Co, 21 May (MW); 7 were there the next day (WB). The other 
reports were of one at Lakeside, Sheridan Co, 13 May (D&MW), 1-2 near 
Broadwater, Morrill Co, 17-20 May (GR, MB, EBr, SMa), and two near 
Ellsworth, Sheridan Co, 17 May (D&MW ). 

Green Heron: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring migrant east and 
south-central, uncommon north-central, rare casual Panhandle. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide 
spring migrant. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: Rare in spring, there were three reports, all at the edge 
of the expected southeast Nebraska range; two were westerly, an adult in 
Lincoln Co 20 May (VC photo) and an immature on a house roof in Grand 
Island, Hall Co, (fide AMa, JGJ). The third report was of a northerly adult 
in Burt Co 24 May (ECH, EBr). 

Glossy Ibis: Observers are able to find this species fairly routinely these days by 
searching flocks of White-faced Ibis in spring in the western Sandhills. There 
were four such records, two accompanied by diagnostic photos: 18 May 
CLNWR (MW photo), 20 May near Lakeside, Sheridan Co, (JR, SMe photo), 
20 May northeast Sheridan Co (JJ), and 21 May near Oshkosh, Garden Co, 
(LE). A somewhat surprising easterly location was Platte Co, where 1-2 were 
found at Wilkinson WMA 21 and 25 May (LKe photo). 

White-faced Ibis: Numbers of this species continue to increase; around 200 were seen 
between Gordon, Sheridan Co, and Fort Robinson SHP, Dawes Co, on 20 
May, including one flock of 75-100 (JJ), 200 were at CLNWR 3 May (MSh), 
and 260 were there 18 May (MW). Spring high counts are 170-400. Of 
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interest at a previous breeding location in the RWB were 30-40 in the middle 
of Harvard WPA, Clay Co, 20 Apr (SM). 
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This Glossy Ibis was photographed by Lynette Keeshan at Wilkinson WMA, Platte 
Co, 21 May 2018. The bluish facial skin indicates this bird is not a hybrid or an 
introgressant, both of which would show purplish facial skin. 


Turkey Vulture: One over Bellevue, Sarpy Co, 1 Mar (L&BP) was rather early; 
recent years have seen early arrivers, establishing EEDs 25-26 Feb. Best 
count was the 85 at a Lincoln, Lancaster Co, roost 13 Apr (RSt) where 58 
were present 31 Mar (LPI); high spring counts are 80-150. 

Osprey: Active nest sites for the past few years are centered on two main locations: 
Scotts Bluff Co and the LO-Keystone area. Each came up with a new nest 
site this spring; at LO, an Osprey was carrying a stick 21 Apr (WF) and a nest 
on a telephone pole just below Kingsley Dam was being added to on 4 May 
(LKe photo). At the known Keystone site just down-river, one was on the 
nest 4 May (LKe photo). In Scotts Bluff Co, previously known nests were 
occupied 27 Mar at Shannon-Berggren (KD), 9 Apr at Sugar Factory (KD 
photo), and 4 May at Jirdon’s (KD); these locations are shown at 
https://birds. outdoornebraska.gov/osprey/. New in Scotts Bluff Co was a 
nest with an incubating bird south of Mitchell 8 May (KD). The 27 Mar 
sighting of an incubating bird at Shannon-Berggren (KD) is a new early date 
for nest building/incubation. 
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Golden Eagle: Reports were routine of this uncommon spring migrant west and 
central, rare east. 

Northern Harrier: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, 
statewide spring migrant. 

Cooper’s Hawk: A series of visits to a nest site in Lancaster Co added new breeding 
phenology information: nest-building 7 Mar and nestlings 30 May (RSt) 
were both new early dates. 

Northern Goshawk: None were reported of this less-than-annual statewide spring 
migrant. 

Bald Eagle: Best count was the 200 at BOL 3 Mar (MW); spring high counts are 273- 
800. 

Mississippi Kite: Birds returned to known breeding sites in Ogallala by 17 May (JR, 
SMe), North Platte by 15 May (BEd, WB), and McCook by 30 May (WF). 
An adult was in Deuel Co 21 May (LE). Nesting is unknown in Lancaster 
Co and so most intriguing were separate sightings within two miles of each 
other in Lincoln of singles 11 May (RE) and 29 May (DBa fide JGJ, photo). 
Apparently wandering immatures were at Fort Niobrara NWR, Cherry Co, 
17 May (RSC and in Gordon, Sheridan Co, 27 May (D&MW). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: Sightings of the wintering bird at BOL continued through 13 
Mar (KGo, SSc). Singles at PL 25 Mar (MW) and 15 Apr (LE) may have 
been the same bird and possibly the BOL bird. 

Broad-winged Hawk: Reports at or west of the expected easterly migration corridor 
continue, this year along the Niobrara River east of Fort Niobrara NWR in 
Cherry Co 14 May (ODa, SBr), a series of sightings in Gordon, Sheridan Co, 
26 Apr-22 May (D&MW photo), 1-2 at LO 30 Apr (MB et al.), and one at 
Venango, Perkins Co, 22 Apr (WF). 

Swainson's Hawk: EEDs for this species are 31 Mar-2 Apr along with a 29 Mar date; 
this spring there were reports 27, 28, and 30 Mar. Details provided for the 
27 and 28 Mar dates described the unique underwing pattern. Peak migration 
in Texas is in mid-Mar, first arrivals in Kansas are in late March, and early 
dates in South Dakota are 19-22 Mar, lending support to the late Mar 
Nebraska reports. These were 27 Mar at BOL (LE), 28 Mar at SCP (JSS); 30 
Mar in Dodge Co (GR). 

Red-tailed (Eastern Red-tailed) Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis borealis): Reports were 
routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Red-tailed (Eastern Red-tailed) Hawk (B. j. krideri): The only report was of one in 
Sheridan Co 20 May (MCI), where it is not unusual most of the year. Krider's 
is usually treated as a pale color morph of Eastern Red-tailed Hawk (B. J. 
borealis). 

Red-tailed (Northern Red-tailed) Hawk (P. j. abieticola): None were reported of 
this less-than-annual eastern winter visitor. 

Red-tailed (Western Red-tailed) Hawk (P. j. calurus): There were two quite late 
reports without details 30 Apr at LM (MB et al.) and 20 May near Arnold, 
Custer Co, (EBr, MB). These reports may be of non-breeding immatures, 
which migrate later than adults. ELDs are 10 Apr (three times). 
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Red-tailed (Harlan’s) Hawk (B. j. harlani): One at LSWNP 16 Apr (JSS) was rather 
late; ELDs are 17-20 Apr. 

Rough-legged Hawk: One near Harrison, Sioux Co, 20 May (RSt) was tardy; ELDs 
are 19-20 May. 

Ferruginous Hawk: The first documented record for the far east was of a light morph 
juvenile in Lancaster Co 15 Apr (MW photo). The prairie dog town at Prairie 
Dog WPA, Kearney Co, is a reliable wintering spot; 1-2 were there 13 Mar- 
15 Apr (JN, JPe). 


This light morph juvenile Ferruginous Hawk, the first documented in far eastern Nebraska, 
was photographed in Lancaster Co by Michael Willison 15 Apr 2018. 
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Barn Owl: One in Furnas Co 12 Mar (DHa) was rather early; EEDs are 10-11 Mar. 
An unexpected easterly report was of one in a Stanton Co farm barn 10 Apr 
(EBr, MB, LBr), probably a county first record. Reports have increased in 
the northeast in recent years. Other apparently nesting birds were reported at 
Ash Hollow SHP, Garden Co, 22 May (RSt) and one in a roadside cut n. of 
Hershey, Keith Co, 4 May (LKe). 

Eastern Screech-Owl: There were three reports of fledglings 20-29 May in the 
western half of the state (m. ob.), a bit early, especially when compared to the 
five “tiny” chicks in a nest box at NNF Bessey, Thomas Co, 22 May (WM). 
Previous early date for fledglings was 23 May. 

Great Horned Owl: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Snowy Owl: The last reports following a good showing this past winter were singles 
in Saunders Co 2 Mar (TKa) and Boyd Co 3 Mar (WE). 

Burrowing Owl: Easternmost was a presumed migrant in Webster Co 25 Apr (JPe). 
The 16 at CLNWR 5 May (CDe, SMi) was a good count; spring high counts 
are 23-41. 

Barred Owl: This species is extending its range westward in the Platte and Republican 
River Valleys at a mind-boggling pace. A few dead birds previously found 
in North Platte, Lincoln Co, parking lots were thought to be roadkill carried 
west on truck grills on I-80, but a live bird was photographed in North Platte 
17 Apr (WB). Even one found only as far west as the Alda Bridge, Hall Co, 
14 Mar (GR) was some 30 miles from the nearest known location in southern 
Howard Co. Completing the surprises were two calling at Medicine Creek 
Reservoir, Frontier Co, 5 May (WF), about 70 miles southeast of North Platte 
and the first record that far west in the Republican River Valley drainage; the 
species has only recently been found in Harlan Co, some 80 miles to the south 
and east. Seemingly minor by comparison were reports at western extremes 
of the range in riparian corridors in Polk Co on the Big Blue 14 May (JGJ) 
and Stanton Co on the Elkhorn 23 Apr (MB). 

Long-eared Owl: The only nest reported was near CR in Garfield Co 20 Apr; two 
birds were present (TPe). 

Short-eared Owl: Reports after mid-Apr may be of potential nesting birds, although 
this 1s a rare resident. Such reports were of two in Dixon Co 21 Apr (JJ) and 
one in Webster Co 25 Apr (JPe). One at Valentine NWR, Cherry Co, 31 May 
(ODa) was quite likely to have been nesting at that location. 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: The number of reports continues to increase. Of the six 
reports for this spring, only one was of nesting: a set of four eggs in a nest 
box at Ash Hollow SHP, Garden Co, that was abandoned 18 Apr, the 
southernmost Nebraska nest to date (WM). The others included a road-killed 
bird picked up near Lynch, Boyd Co, 9 Mar (JKo fide WM), three recorded 
calling at a known wintering area in southeastern Lincoln Co 1 Mar (JR, 
SMe), at least one calling north of Ponca, Dixon Co, 10-11 Mar (EBr, LBr), 
one calling 28 Apr at Camp Halsey, NNF Bessey, Thomas Co, an area where 
breeding has previously occurred (MB, EBr), and a surprising four calling at 
Anderson Bridge WMA, Cherry Co, 20 May (TEL, GL). 
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Belted Kingfisher: The five at Wildwood WMA, Lancaster Co, 25 Apr (M&CVB) 
added to evidence that there is a detectable migratory push by this species in 
late Apr; high counts are 5-7, in the period 12 Apr-6 May. 

Lewis’s Woodpecker: The only report of this rare local breeder in the Panhandle was 
of one in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, the only known current breeding 
location in the state, 18 May (MB, EBr, photo). Migrants pass through in 
very low numbers in May also. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant east 
and central, fairly common west. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: This species continues to appear at new westerly locations; 
this spring’s pioneer was at Hemingford, Box Butte Co, 15 May (WF), 
apparently a first county record. At the west edge of the range was one in 
Gordon, Sheridan Co, 24 Mar at the same feeder at which it was seen in Feb 
(M&DW), and a female “deep in the Sandhills” at Mullen, Hooker Co, 13 
Mar (RW) was westernmost to date on the Middle Loup River. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Reports were routine of this uncommon spring migrant 
east and central; none were reported from the Panhandle, where it is less than 
annual. 

Red-naped Sapsucker: None were reported of this less-than-annual Panhandle spring 
migrant. 

Downy Woodpecker: The Rocky Mountain subspecies Picoides pubescens leucurus 
may only be a rare winter visitor to extreme northwestern Nebraska, although 
one with entirely black wings was hanging out with an eastern P. p. medianus 
at Fort Robinson SHP campground, Dawes Co, 18 May (WRS). 

Hairy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common resident west, fairly 
common central and east. 

Northern Flicker: Good counts of migrants were the 50 at Fort Kearny SRA, Buffalo 
Co, 15 May (BBr) and 42 at LSWNP 13 Apr (LE). Spring high counts are 
34-50. 

Northern (Red-Shafted) Flicker: Two at LSWNP 13 Apr (LE) were rather late; 
ELDs in the east are Apr 10-15. These dates refer to true red-shafted birds; 
later reports without details are most likely to be lighter shades of red, usually 
referred to as “salmon-shafted”. There were four such reports in the east 
through 22 May (m. ob.). 

Pileated Woodpecker: Although this species has been moving gradually northward 
in the Missouri River Valley, previous northernmost records were from 
southeastern Washington Co. Thus, two reports from the extreme northeast 
are the first for each county: one was at PSP 18 Mar (EBr, LBr) and another 
flew over Kramper Lake, Dakota Co, 21 Apr (BFH). As yet there are no 
reports in the Missouri River Valley between Washington and Dakota Cos. 
Reports are increasing in the lower Platte River Valley; there were four 
reports from Schramm SP, Sarpy Co, 23 Apr-12 May (m. ob.). 

American Kestrel: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Merlin: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide spring migrant. 

Gyrfalcon: None were reported of this less-than-annual statewide winter visitor; 
ELDs are 24 Feb-3 Mar. 
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Peregrine Falcon: Although elusive, one at the known nesting site at the North Omaha 
Power Station, Douglas Co, was seen 12 Apr (JT). 

Prairie Falcon: Reports were routine of this fairly common winter visitor west and 
central, rare east; ELDs in the east are 30 Apr-1 May. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: This species is rare in the Panhandle, although this spring 
there were reports from four locations, partly due to the NOU meeting being 
held at Fort Robinson SHP 19-21 May. Singles were in Dawes Co 20 May 
(GR) and Scotts Bluff Co the same day (MW). Interestingly, the other reports 
involved the first and last for the period, both from Sheridan Co. One was at 
Gordon 5 May (D&MW) and singles were at Smith Lake WMA 20 and 28 
May (D&MW). 

Western Wood-Pewee: Numbers continue to increase at the eastern edge of the 
Niobrara River Valley summer range; nine were at Fort Niobrara NWR 25 
May (RTy), and one was farther east in Brown Co 21 May (GR). At the west 
end of LM, 3-5 were at Clear Creek WMA and nearby 30-31 May (AKr et 
al.), a known summer location for some time. One at Hyannis, Grant Co, 17 
May was probably a migrant (GR). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: This spring, arrival was early, and numbers were good. EEDs 
are 4-8 May, but this spring there four reports for 5 May alone (m. ob.). Best 
count was 12, achieved at four locations in Lancaster and Dakota Cos; spring 
high counts are 13-20. Numbers were thought to be up at FF (EB). 
Westernmost reports were at known locations where both pewee species 
occur together: Clear Creek WMA, Keith Co, and the Valentine, Cherry Co, 
area. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: The 10 reports were as expected in the far east. Earliest 
was rather early at FF 8 May (MCI); EEDs are 5-8 May. 

Acadian Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this locally uncommon spring migrant 
southeast. 

Alder Flycatcher: Westerly, but not unexpected for this fairly common migrant east, 
uncommon central, were singles heard at NNF Bessey, Thomas Co, 17 May 
(KH) and Valentine City Park, Cherry Co, 21 May (SQ). 

Willow Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring migrant east, 
uncommon central and west. 

Least Flycatcher: Best count reported was a record 60 at FF 12 May (JR, SMe, SBr); 
previous spring highs were 50-58. 

Hammond’s Flycatcher: None were reported of this less-than-annual Panhandle 
spring migrant. 

Gray Flycatcher: None were reported of this less-than-annual Panhandle spring 
migrant. 

Dusky Flycatcher: Nebraska’s 11th spring record and earliest by nine days was one 
at LM 30 Apr (MB et al., recording). 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: The only report of this uncommon Pine Ridge breeder was 
of one in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 18 May (MB, EBr). 

Eastern Phoebe: Numbers were high for this species; high counts are 11-50, and this 
spring there were three counts 12-25, best the 25 at Fremont Lakes SRA, 
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Dodge Co, 22 Apr (KSh). Rare in the western Loup River drainage, one was 
at NNF Bessey 31 May (AMe). 

Say’s Phoebe: One at HCR 17 Mar (TBa) was early; EEDs were 18-20 Mar. There 
is a 13 Mar record also. The only report from the east, where it is less than 
annual, was of one at PL 15 Apr (M&CVB, photo); this is only the 11th 
overall report south and east of Polk Co. 

Vermilion Flycatcher: Nebraska’s fourth for spring, 7th overall, was a female at 
Buffalo County Lake, Buffalo Co, 11 Apr (WF, photo). There are 17 records 
for Kansas and three for South Dakota. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: Reports west of Keith Co in the North Platte River Valley 
(and areas in the western Panhandle south of the Pine Ridge) are few; one 
was at Bridgeport SRA, Morrill Co, 20 May (SSp). 

Cassin’s Kingbird: The 7 near Crawford, Dawes Co, 18 May (MW) was a new spring 
high count; previous high was six (three times). 

Western Kingbird: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant west and 
central, fairly common east. 

Eastern Kingbird: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: Only two were reported, fewer than in recent years. One, 
however, returned to a regular location near Denton, Lancaster Co, 7 May 
(MW) and was seen by several observers through the period. The other was 
an apparent female near Marsland, Dawes Co, 22 May (RSt). North of the 
Platte River Valley and in the Panhandle this species is less than annual; there 
are fewer than 10 records in all for the Panhandle. 

Loggerhead Shrike: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Northern Shrike: Last to leave was one in Scotts Bluff Co 7 Apr (KD); ELDs in the 
north and west are 11-13 Apr. None were seen on a week-long circuit through 
the west 1-6 Mar (WM). 

White-eyed Vireo: Now annual in occurrence in the southeast in recent years, this 
year’s was at Holmes Lake, Lancaster Co, 1 May (LKo). 

Bell’s Vireo: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring migrant east and 
central, uncommon west. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: Numbers were good this spring. High counts are 6-17, but 
this spring eight were at PRSP 4 May (RSt) and there were two reports of 
seven, at FF 5 May (ERa, MW) and 12 May (JR, SBr, SMe). Far west of the 
expected eastern migration corridor, and only the fifth spring Panhandle 
record, was one near Oshkosh, Garden Co, 18 May (TBr). One-two at Grove 
Lake WMA, Antelope Co, 15-16 May (MB, EBr) were probably migrants, 
but there are single previous records there for Jun and Jul. This species breeds 
in the lower Niobrara River Valley. 

Cassin’s Vireo: None were reported of this less-than-annual western spring migrant. 

Blue-headed Vireo: A rare find at the west edge of the expected spring migration 
corridor was one in Hall Co 11 May (SM). There are fewer than 10 reports 
west of Hall Co, including one for the Panhandle. 

Plumbeous Vireo: Reports were routine of his uncommon Panhandle spring migrant. 
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Philadelphia Vireo: Reports of this species continue to increase, with a total of 37 
individuals found this spring (m. ob.), a new spring seasonal record. One was 
westerly at Ravenna, Buffalo Co, 13 May (LE), and one at Grove Lake, 
Antelope Co, 16 May (MB, EBr) was at the west edge of the expected spring 
migration corridor. 

Warbling Vireo: Arrival in the Panhandle is about 10 days later than in the east; 
western birds are a different subspecies. Rather early in the west was one in 
Gordon, Sheridan Co, 27 Apr (D&MW); EEDs there are 26-27 Apr. Best 
count was an impressive 84 at FF 12 May (ERa, MW), second highest spring 
count on record; highs are 40-100. 

Red-eyed Vireo: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant east and central, 
uncommon west. 

Pinyon Jay: None were reported of this rare local resident in the Panhandle. 

Blue Jay: Reports were routine of this common resident and spring migrant east and 
central, fairly common west. 

Clark’s Nutcracker: The only report of this less-than-annual winter visitor with 
ELDs 25 May-1 Jun was of one “flying east” at WHNC 23 May (RW); 
intriguingly, 15 were reported in the same general area 18 Feb this past 
winter. 

Black-billed Magpie: Most reports (16) were from the northwest, south to Scotts 
Bluff Co; best counts were the seven birds in Smiley Canyon, Dawes Co, 18 
May (RSt) and six at nearby Fort Robinson SHP 29 May (CCh). Magpies 
occupy the Republican River Valley east to Nuckolls Co, but the only reports 
were of 1-4 at one location in Furnas Co 1-29 May (DHa). There was only 
one report from the LM area, of one bird there 18 May (MW). Encouraging 
was a nest in Pierce Co without date (SW fide JGJ) suggesting that the 
isolated population in Pierce, Madison, and Stanton Cos is holding on. 

American Crow: Best estimate was the 400 near Winnetoon, Knox Co, | Apr (EBr, 
LBr, MB); spring high counts for this Great Plains migrant (and resident) are 
405-2490. 

Horned Lark: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring migrant; high 
counts of migrants are generally late in the winter period. 

Purple Martin: This species was stretching its range limits this spring, notably with 
two in Gordon, Sheridan Co, 27 May (D&MW). There have been well- 
established westerly outposts for some time at Ogallala, Keith Co, and 
Benkelman, Dundy Co, but gaps between them and the expected contiguous 
summer range are being filled. East of Ogallala, 3-6 were at Sutherland, 
Lincoln Co, 18-25 May (WB, CBa), and east of Benkelman, two were in 
Hitchcock Co 30 May (WF). There are few reports from Chase Co, but one 
was in Imperial 30 Apr (MB, EBr). 

Tree Swallow: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant east and central, 
uncommon west. 

Violet-green Swallow: An intriguing report by a group of Colorado birders of 10 over 
a pond south of Hyannis, Grant Co, 4 May (ACo) raises the possibility that 
these birds might have been eastern Pine Ridge breeders. There have been a 
few recent spring records in the western Sandhills and northeast to Valentine. 
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Best count was a new spring high count of 40 at Carter Johnson Reservoir, 
Dawes Co, 19 May (JR, SMe); previous highs were 39 and 12. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Reports were routine of this common statewide 
spring migrant. 

Bank Swallow: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Cliff Swallow: Best estimate was the 2000 at LO 18 May (MW); high spring counts 
are 3500-5000. 

Barn Swallow: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Black-capped Chickadee: One of the areas hard-hit in the early 2000s by West Nile 
Virus was the central Platte River Valley; numbers have been slowly 
recovering there since around 2010, but one in a Minden area yard, Kearney 
Co, 4 Mar was the “first there for several years" (LR, RH). 

Mountain Chickadee: None were reported of this rare western winter visitor, ELDs 
are 2-4 May. 

Tufted Titmouse: All reports were, as expected, from the Missouri River Valley 
north to Washington Co and the Platte River Valley west to northwestern 
Cass Co. Not necessarily a surprise was the absence of reports from 
Lancaster Co, where this species is erratic in occurrence. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: There were two reports from likely nesting locations where 
there have been previous sightings without breeding evidence, both in 
Sheridan Co. Singles were at Gordon Cemetery 13 and 24 May (WF, 
D&MW) and Smith Lake WMA 28 May (D&MW), and a pair was working 
at a hole at Mullen, Hooker Co, 20 Mar (RW). Elsewhere in the state, ELDs 
for winter visitors are in late May; one was at Norfolk, Madison Co, through 
the period (DH), and another was in Lincoln, Lancaster Co, 27 May (RSt). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: This species winters in areas where it does not breed, 
generally departing by mid-May, such as likely migrants in Gordon, Sheridan 
Co, 13 May (D&MW) and at the Niobrara River/Highway 17 crossing in 
Cherry Co 13 May (WF). 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Reports were routine of this common western resident. 

Brown Creeper: A new spring high was the 10 at FF 20 Apr (JR), and the six at 
Zorinsky Lake, Omaha, 13 Apr (MCI, EB) was a good count also. Previous 
spring highs were 5-9. Sightings in known nesting areas after mid-Apr are 
indicative of nesting; 1-2 were at FF 5-10 May (JR, JGJ). ELDs for wintering 
birds are 27 Apr-2 May, and so rather late were singles at two Omaha 
locations 28 Apr (BRe, KRo) and at Towl Park, Omaha, 27 Apr (NR). 

Rock Wren: One in Webster Co 11 Apr (GWa) was early and easterly; ELDs are 2-6 
Apr. 

House Wren: Record early by two weeks was one singing in a Wayne Co yard 14 
Mar (EBr, recording). EEDs are 1-2 Apr. The 80 at WP on both 11 and 13 
May (MW) were good counts; single-person spring highs were 50-300. 

Winter Wren: Only the fourth Panhandle spring record was of one near CSP 18 Mar 
(JR, SBr; recording). The equivocal nature of the recording led the observer 
to state the song was “almost halfway between [Winter Wren] and [Pacific 


Wren]" (JR, https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S43756890). Many, or most, 


Winter Wrens may not stay in Nebraska Jan-Mar despite numerous Dec-early 
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Jan reports; even in the southeast, reports Jan-Mar are few, and the record 
cited above is only the fourth for Mar away from the southeast. The nine at 
FF 20 Apr (JR) was a new spring high count; previous highs were five, twice. 

Sedge Wren: Two heard only at NNF Bessey, Thomas Co, 17 May (KH) were a bit 
west of the expected spring migration corridor, which extends west to a line 
from northeast Cherry Co to Franklin Co. 

Marsh Wren: Presumed early migrants were singles in McCook, Red Willow Co, 8 
Apr (JAB, DHo) and another at Grove Lake, Antelope Co, 9 Apr (JCo); 
previous EEDs where wintering was not expected were 10-11 Apr. There 
were five reports for 18 Mar-5 Apr from areas in the North Platte and Platte 
River Valleys where wintering is likely, including one at Valentine NWR 18 
Mar (IBM) and one at LSWNP 22 Mar (LE). Good numbers had arrived at 
CLNWR by 26 May, when 100 were estimated (RTy); previous summer 
highs were 45-110. 

Carolina Wren: There were several reports outside the expected range this spring, 
mostly in Mar-Apr at feeders, suggestive of pioneering individuals which is 
typical of this species. One was in a Wayne Co yard 19 Mar-26 Apr (EBr, 
LBr), and there was a cluster of about eight reports from Buffalo Co 4 Mar- 
13 May (m. ob.), including presumably different individuals at two Kearney 
locations (JN, BBr), but no evidence of nesting. There are surprisingly few 
records in the Platte River Valley west of Dodge and Saunders Cos; one was 
in Merrick Co 13 Apr(SM). The nine at FF 1 May (CNK) was a good count; 
highs are 8-10 of this southeastern resident. 

Bewick’s Wren: None were reported of this less-than-annual statewide summer 
visitor. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Surprisingly, none were found 22 May in limber pines south 
of I-80 Exit 1 (WM), a usually reliable location. Fewest reports of migrants 
are from the central; one was at CR in Loup Co 14 May (KS). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide 
spring migrant. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant east 
and central, uncommon west. 

Eastern Bluebird: Previous early dates in the Panhandle were 23-25 Mar, but this 
spring there was a notable earlier influx, including three reports 18 Mar in 
Garden and Sioux Cos (KMD, JR, SBr). Four at LM 3 Mar (SMe) were very 
early. 

Mountain Bluebird: Three migrants were at the east edge of the migratory corridor 
northeast of Mullen in Cherry Co 20 Mar (G&JS). for the west-central; there 
are no Feb reports for the Panhandle. 

Townsend’s Solitaire: Reports were routine of this common winter resident and 
spring and fall migrant west, uncommon central, less than annual east. 

Veery: As expected, reports were from eastern and western locations, but not central, 
presumably based on different subspecies. One with a “reddish back, light 
eye ring, very little spotting on breast” in Hall Co 20 May (SM) was westerly 
for an eastern bird. 
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Gray-cheeked Thrush: Reports were routine of this uncommon spring migrant east, 
rare central, less than annual west. All of the 23 or so reports were from the 
Missouri River Valley. 

Swainson’s Thrush: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 


Hermit Thrush fitting the description of the Rocky Mountain subspecies Catharus guttatus 
auduboni in Antelope Co 8 May. Photo by Mark Brogie. 


Hermit Thrush: Best count was the 14 in Elmwood Park, Omaha 15 Apr (SMa); high 
spring counts are 15-20. An intriguing record was of a gray-flanked, grayish 
overall Hermit Thrush fitting the description of the Rocky Mountain 
subspecies Catharus guttatus auduboni in Antelope Co 8 May (MB photo). 
Colorado experts thought it was a C. g. auduboni based on the photo; this is 
an extraordinary record since there are no documented records east of 
Colorado and Wyoming (eBird), although there is a handful of sight records 
in the Nebraska Panhandle and in northeastern Colorado. In fall, evidence is 
accumulating that similar-looking gray-flanked pale Hermit Thrushes 
migrate from the Pacific Northwest through the western Great Plains as do 
Cassin’s Vireo and Townsend’s Warbler. Nebraska has one documented 
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record in fall of a gray-flanked Hermit Thrush, but its measurements 
eliminate C. g. auduboni and are referable to one of the smaller Pacific 
Northwest subspecies. In spring, however, it seems more likely that a 
misdirected migrant C. g. auduboni might occur in eastern Nebraska rather 
than one of the Pacific Northwest subspecies; both Cassin’s Vireo and 
Townsend’s Warbler are very rare in spring in Nebraska. 

Wood Thrush: Best count was an excellent 16 at FF 12 May (JR, SMe, SBr); spring 
high counts are 13-17. 

American Robin: A new record spring high was the 1250 at BOL 24 Mar consisting 
of “large flocks in the hundreds at various areas around the lake” (MW); 
spring highs were 796-1200. 

Gray Catbird: Best count was the 42 at Lake Cunningham Marsh, Douglas Co, 15 
May, where catbirds were “seen and calling/singing often, every 50 feet on 
average” over a 2-mile walk (GBe); spring high counts are 30-108. 

Brown Thrasher: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Sage Thrasher: None were reported of this less-than-annual spring migrant west. 

Northern Mockingbird: The influx of birders on their travels to the NOU meeting at 
Fort Robinson ferreted out a few in the north, where they are still rare but 
probably increasing: 1-2 were in Grant Co 17 May (GR, MB, EBr) and 
singles were at NNF McKelvie, Cherry Co, 18 May (SMa), Lakeside, 
Sheridan Co, 22 May (TBr), and south of Harrison, Sioux Co, 20 May (MW). 

European Starling: Best counts were the 2000 in Hall Co 19 Apr (CGo) and 1500 in 
Lancaster Co 31 Mar (JSS); previous spring high count was 1000 three times. 

Bohemian Waxwing: None were reported of this common but highly erratic winter 
visitor northwest; ELDs are 8-13 Apr. 

Cedar Waxwing: This species has two spring migration peaks, one in late Mar-early 
Apr and the other in late May, apparently composed of long-distance 
migrants that may have wintered in Mexico and Central America. An 
example of the late May group was the 150 at Oak Glen WMA, Seward Co, 
23 May (SCI). 

House Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

American Pipit: Arrival was early and in some numbers; previous EEDS were 8-9 
Mar with an earlier date 5 Mar, but this spring there were no fewer than 11 
reports from different locations in the period 1-9 Mar (m. ob.). Earliest were 
8-12 on 1 Mar at PL (LE, JGJ). Best count was the 40 at Conestoga Lake, 
Lancaster Co, 7 Apr (MW); spring high counts are 67-100. 

Sprague's Pipit: The only report of this uncommon spring migrant central and east 
was of one flushed in Webster Co 10 Apr (MPe). 

Evening Grosbeak: There were three reports, most notably up to 15 at a feeder at 
Double Tree Ranch south of Crawford, Dawes Co, 31 Mar-14 May (SLe); 
ELDs for wintering birds are 24-29 May in the west. Elsewhere, three were 
seen by a large group of observers at Ash Hollow SHP 31 Mar (CKr), and 
unexpected was one at an Elmwood, Cass Co, feeder 2 May (fide CNK, 
photo). 

Pine Grosbeak: None were reported of this less-than-annual winter visitor; ELDs are 
28 Mar-7 Apr. 
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Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: None were reported of this rare winter visitor west; 
ELDs are 20 Mar-2 Apr. 

House Finch: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Purple Finch: A good tally for the date was the flock of 17 at PL 31 Mar that was 
present *about a week" (JR, SMe); there is a detectable movement in late 
Mar. Following two springs (2016, 2017) with several mid- May reports, this 
year was similar, although not as marked, with singles in Lincoln Co 13 May 
(WB), Cuming Co 11 May (KSu) and Dodge Co 10 May (GR). ELDs are 
now 17-19 May. 

Cassin's Finch: The only report of this less-than-annual spring migrant west and west- 
central was of a male at WHNC feeders 4 May (MSh); it was known to be 
present there (KD). This is only the sixth Nebraska record for Apr-May. 

Common Redpoll: There were several reports comprising an average year, with most 
in one flock of 75 at Valentine NWR 14 Mar (JKI). Spring high counts are 
350-800. One in Seward Co 23 Apr (CDi) was tardy; ELDs are 21-23 Apr. 

Red Crossbill: Generally rare in the east, there were numerous such records this 
spring, latest one in Burt Co 23 May (PTi, photo), and best count an 
impressive 27 at Maskenthine WMA, Stanton Co, 2 Apr (DH). 

White-winged Crossbill: There were two reports of this less-than-annual statewide 
winter visitor. Two were at an Ogallala feeder 27 Mar (JO), and probably the 
same female/immature male visited a South Sioux City feeder on 20 Apr and 
on 4 May (BFH). The latter bird was rather late; ELDs are 20 Apr-1 May. 

Pine Siskin: Numbers were good statewide this winter, although best count was a 
moderate 100 in Burwell, Loup Co, 9 May (BG); high counts are 250-300. 
Breeding has occurred in Lancaster Co previously, but a significant record 
was of a pair with a newly-fledged young bird on the Union College Campus, 
Lincoln, 19 May (DHI). 

Lesser Goldfinch: An extraordinary series of reports of a green-backed male at a 
Murray, Cass Co, feeder continued this spring; it was first noted there from 
around 26 Nov 2016 through 14 Jan 2017, reappeared 6 Nov 2017, and again 
with Pine Siskins 4-7 May 2018 (GHa photos). Taken as one record, this is 
the fourth winter record for the state and the only one in the east. 

American Goldfinch: An excellent count was the 214 at the SCP feeders 29 Apr (fide 
KP); spring high counts are 200-300. 

Lapland Longspur: A careful estimate of 11,000 in Seward Co 7 Mar (JH) was the 
highest spring count on record; previous highs were 6400-10,000. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: One was at the known breeding area east of 
Springview, Keya Paha Co, 18 Apr (LE photo). Easterly migrants were in 
Phelps Co 6 Apr (AF photo), Webster Co 12 Apr (JPe) and Buffalo Co 15 
Apr (JN). 

Smith’s Longspur: The only two reports of this uncommon eastern spring migrant 
were of two in breeding plumage at PL 15 Apr (LE) and five in Dakota Co 
the same day; the latter group consisted of a breeding plumaged male, three 
females, and a molting or one-year-old male (BFH). 

McCown’s Longspur: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant west. 


82 The Nebraska Bird Review Vol. 86 No. 2 


Snow Bunting: This was a low winter for this species, and there were only two reports 
this spring, both from the northeast. Singles or the same bird was at LNB 22 
and 25 Apr (LKe photos), and 13 were at the GPD area 8 Mar (RD). The 
LNB birds are the first Apr record for the state; previous latest were 16-17 
Mar. 

Green-tailed Towhee: The only report of this rare Panhandle spring migrant was of 
one in southwestern Sioux Co 12 May (KD); migration dates for this species 
are mostly in May. 

Spotted Towhee: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide spring migrant 
and rare winter visitor south and east; ELDs in the south and east are 22-24 
May. 

Eastern Towhee: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant within and 
near breeding range, rare elsewhere. There were several reports of this 
species in the central and west, none with details of plumage or vocalizations; 
within the hybrid zone with Spotted Towhee, there will be a few phenotypic 
Easterns, indicative of assortative mating and thus species status of both. 

Cassin's Sparrow: There are few spring arrival dates available, but current EEDs are 
20-22 May with an earlier date 18 May. This spring, however, there were six 
reports 18-22 May from three locations, as well as a record early date from a 
known location near Imperial, Chase Co, 30 Apr (MB, EBr); one was singing 
at this location 20 May (MB, EBr). Spring movement through Oklahoma is 
in early Apr, and the early spring date in Kansas is 29 Apr, suggesting that 
first arrivals in Nebraska have been overlooked. Also at a known location, 
near Exit 1 on I-80 near Pine Bluffs, Kimball Co, five were found 18 May 
(JR, SMe photo), two on 20 May (MW), and one on 22 May (RW). A few 
miles southeast of Bushnell, Kimball Co, one was seen 18 May (JGJ, MPa). 

American Tree Sparrow: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring 
migrant. 

Chipping Sparrow: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring migrant. 

Clay-colored Sparrow: The 750 in “large mixed flocks of mostly CCs wherever we 
went" in Rock Co 13 May (JJ) was an excellent tally; high spring counts are 
350-875. 

Brewer's Sparrow: Reports were routine of this uncommon western spring migrant. 

Field Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant east and central, 
uncommon west. 

Vesper Sparrow: The 100 estimated along snowy roadsides at PL 14 Apr (MW) was 
a good count, as was the 52 there the next day (LE); spring highs are 40-120. 

Lark Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Lark Bunting: Pushing the eastern limits of the migration corridor were three in Cedar 
Co 12 May (DSt), only the sixth record in the east since 1993, and singles in 
Greeley Co 17 May (RSt) and in Webster Co 25 May (MPe). 

Savannah Sparrow: EEDs are 9-10 Mar, but this spring there were several earlier 
reports; this species is less than annual in winter. The earliest all-time date 
for the state with tangible evidence was photographed in Kearney Co 3 Mar 
(JN), four were in Saunders Co 3 Mar (J&LS), probably one bird was seen 
several times in the same area at PL 5-6 Mar (TG, LE), four were in Cass Co 
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7 Mar (RW), and one was in Lancaster Co 8 Mar (RW). One of only a few 
known breeding sites is near Hay Springs, Sheridan Co; two were on 
territories there 21 May (WM). 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Baird’s Sparrow: The only report of this elusive, less-than-annual spring migrant was 
of two in Saline Co 28 Apr (CNK). This is a rather early date, although there 
are few data; EEDs were 24 Apr-1 May. ELDs are 18-19 May, but none were 
found despite a several-day search in the Ogallala National Grasslands in 
Sioux and Dawes Cos 16-18 May (WRS) and the presence in the general area 
of numerous NOU members 19-21 May, suggesting that most birds had 
passed through during a short migration window in the first two weeks of 
May. Specimen dates from Colorado and Kansas are 25 Apr-14 May. 

Henslow’s Sparrow: All but one of the reports were from a known location, SCP (m. 
ob.). The other report was of a bird singing at dusk at BOL 6 May (TG). 

LeConte’s Sparrow: EEDs are 30 Mar-2 Apr, although there are four earlier reports 
3-17 Mar, suggestive of individuals wintering in Nebraska or nearby to the 
south. LeConte's Sparrow winters regularly in southeastern Kansas, and 
arrives in most of that state by mid-Mar. This spring there were two Nebraska 
reports in Mar, then none until 21 Apr, singles were in Saunders Co 18 Mar 
(DYa) and Buffalo Co 23 Mar (DBr, JGa). Such reports have increased in 
recent years. 

Nelson's Sparrow: The only report of this rare eastern migrant was at Holmes Lake, 
Lincoln, 15 May (LKo). 

Fox Sparrow: Best count was 18 at FF 20 Apr (JR); spring high counts are 22-62. 

Song Sparrow: Best count was the 55 at BOL 2 Apr (LE); spring high counts are 65- 
250. 

Lincoln's Sparrow: Best count was the 40-50 at FF 1 May (EB); previous spring high 
counts were 35-44. There were three reports of rather early arrivers: two in 
Merrick Co 17 Mar (SM), two in Keith Co 17 Mar (JR, SBr), and one at Peru, 
Nemaha Co, 18 Mar (BP, GR). 

Swamp Sparrow: One in Buffalo Co 17 Mar (SRe, photo) was rather early; EEDs are 
16-17 Mar. Counts of 12 at FF 20 Apr (JR) and at Jack Sinn WMA, Lancaster 
Co, 21 Apr (MW, ERa) were noteworthy; spring high counts are 12-25. 

White-throated Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant east, 
uncommon central, rare west. 

Harris's Sparrow: A rare migrant in the Panhandle, one was at Smith Lake WMA, 
Sheridan Co, 3 May (WF). 

White-crowned Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant west 
and west-central, fairly common elsewhere. 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: Previous spring high counts were 150-168, but 
there were three counts this spring that were higher: 350 at BOL 1 Apr (MW), 
300 at Crane Trust, Hall Co, 16 Apr (TCz), and 200 at Fremont Lakes SRA, 
Dodge Co, 23 Mar (CCr). 

Dark-eyed (Cassiar) Junco: The only report of this uncommon statewide winter 
visitor was one in Kearney Co 24 Mar (LR, RH); ELDs are 31 Mar-6 Apr. 
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Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: Oddly, the latest four reports were from the east, 
including a rather late date 22 Apr in Greenwood, Lancaster Co, (J&LS); 
ELDs statewide were 20-22 Apr. Usually, “Oregon” Juncos leave the state 
before “Slate-colored” Juncos, especially in the east. 

Dark-eyed (Pink-sided) Junco: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant 
and winter visitor west, uncommon west-central. 

Dark-eyed (Gray-headed) Junco: Only the 20th record for the state, 12th for the 
Panhandle, of this less-than-annual winter visitor was one at Gilbert-Baker 
WMA, Sioux Co, 19 May (JGJ, MPa, photo). 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: Reports were routine of this fairly common Pine 
Ridge resident. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: A record spring count of 14 was made in Sowbelly Canyon, 
Sioux Co, 16 May (JL); previous highs were 7-9. Reports from the east 
continue; one was feeding on oranges and apples in a Lincoln yard 15-16 
May (ERa) and another was at Wood Duck WMA, Stanton Co, 11 May (MB). 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, 
statewide spring migrant. 

Bobolink: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Eastern Meadowlark: A long-time observer noted that in the northeast it is “getting 
harder to find E. Meadowlarks in this part of the state” (DH); Breeding Bird 
Survey (Cornell) trend analysis shows a 3.13% decline across the state 1966- 
2015. 

Western Meadowlark: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring 
migrant. 

Orchard Oriole: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Bullock’s Oriole: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring migrant west and 
extreme west-central. 

Bullock’s x Baltimore Oriole: A photo of a male oriole at a Buffalo Co feeder 12 
May (A&CW) appeared to be of a hybrid with characters tending more 
towards Bullock’s than Baltimore. Such birds may appear anywhere in the 
hybrid zone and eastward, especially during spring migration. Buffalo Co is 
just east of the hybrid zone, which reaches Dawson Co. 

Baltimore Oriole: First reported arriver was one in Otoe Co 27 Apr (SQ); EEDs are 
22-25 Apr. 

Red-winged Blackbird: Best count was the 14,000 at Rowe Sanctuary 27 Mar (BSa): 
spring high counts are 35,000-100,000. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: EEDs in the central and northeast away from the Platte 
River Valley are 9-16 Mar, and so two in Franklin Co 13 Mar (MPe) and a 
flock of 75 there 16 Mar (KEm et al.) were noteworthy. Best count was the 
450 at PL 15 Apr (M&CVB); spring high counts are 518-5000. 

Rusty Blackbird: Best counts were encouraging, with 50 at Boyer Chute NWR, 
Washington Co, 17-20 Mar (SMa, JMa) and 28 at Glacier Creek Preserve, 
Douglas Co, 16 Apr (JR). Spring high counts are 30-100. 

Brewer’s Blackbird: Best count was the 250 at Youngson WPA, Kearney Co, 25 Apr 
(MPe). Spring high counts are larger in the east, where migrants are in greater 
numbers, in the range 300-1000. Spring highs in the west are 55-200. 
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Common Grackle: Best count was the 5000 at Grand Island 19 Apr (CGo); spring 
high counts are 3000-11,222. 

Great-tailed Grackle: As this species increases its numbers in Nebraska, higher 
numbers and earlier arrival dates are being reported in the north, and high 
spring counts are more numerous. This spring 300 were at the TA Truck 
Stop, Grand Island, 11 Mar (RW) and 220 were at the Crane Trust, Hall Co, 
10 Mar (ERa). Spring highs are 200-525. 

Ovenbird: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide spring migrant. 

Worm-eating Warbler: The three reports of probably three individuals were more 
than usual. Singles were at FF 8 May (MCI, L& BP) and ata different location 
there 11 May (KS), and at Lauritzen Gardens, Omaha, 8 May (JLo). Not 
since the late 1990s have more than three been reported in a spring season. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: Reports were from known summering locations except for 
a singing bird along Noble Road, Otoe Co, 12 May (SMa) in similar habitat 
to and not far north of a known site near Peru, Nemaha Co. Reports without 
details from Towl Park, Omaha, not a known breeding location, as late as 10 
and 21 May almost certainly are of Northern Waterthrush. 

Northern Waterthrush: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring migrant 
east and central, uncommon west. 

Golden-winged Warbler: Numbers have increased in recent years, possibly related 
to the expanding breeding population in Minnesota. This spring there were 
50 reports from 15 locations including a minimum of 27 individuals, topped 
only by the 29 in 2016. The five (four heard only) at FF 12 May (JR) tied the 
previous high. 

Blue-winged Warbler: There was only one report of this rare eastern spring migrant, 
at FF 13 May (MSi). 

Black-and-white Warbler: Strangely, arrival was about a month later than EEDs, 
which are 24-30 Mar; first reported this spring was in Saline Co 23 Apr (SQ). 

Prothonotary Warbler: All but two of the reports were from a previous breeding site 
at FF; 1-2 were present 5-17 May but not thereafter (m. ob.). One was at 
Heron Haven, Omaha, 12 and 14 May (BW, MSh), and a good find away 
from Missouri River counties was one at WP 11 May (MW, ERa, photo). 
There are scattered reports elsewhere in the state, including four in the 
Panhandle. 

Swainson's Warbler: Perhaps the find of the year and the first unequivocal state 
record was a singing bird found and recorded at WP by Ruthie Stearns 15 
May. It was seen by several birders that day, last sighting at sunset, then not 
seen again. See https://birds.outdoornebraska.gov/swainsons- 
warbler/; also see photo in Nebraska Bird Review, March 2018, page 26. 

Tennessee Warbler: There were three Panhandle reports, where this species is rare 
but annual: singles were in Gordon, Sheridan Co, 9 May (D&MW), Hay 
Springs, Sheridan Co, 20 May (GR), and at Fort Robinson, Dawes Co, 20 
May (JWH). 
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Orange-crowned Warbler: An excellent close-but-no-cigar count was the 47 in a 
Holmes Lake, Lancaster Co, plum thicket 2 May (JGJ); spring high counts 
are 49-100. Forty were in the same thicket two days later (LKo). 

Nashville Warbler: The 12 at WP 11 May (MW) wasa good count; spring high counts 
are 9-54. At the west edge of the expected spring migration corridor was one 
at Keller Park SRA, Brown Co, 21 May (GR). 

Connecticut Warbler: There were three reports of this rare eastern spring migrant, 
singles at HH 12 May (RMa), at WP 13 May (MW), and at FF 16 May (MCI, 
EB). This is a typical spring showing, although most sightings are about 10 
days later. 

MacGillivray's Warbler: None were reported of this uncommon spring migrant west 
and west-central, somewhat surprising given the number of NOU members 
in the western Pine Ridge at peak migration for this species. 

Mourning Warbler: All reports but one were from the Missouri River Valley; the 
exception was a male seen well at the west edge of the spring migration 
corridor in Loup Co 20 May (KS). 

Kentucky Warbler: One at FF 1 May (EB) was rather early; EEDs are 28-29 Apr. 
One at Hormel Park, Dodge Co, 15 May was northerly (KSh, GR, photo), 
and one in Lincoln 15 May (ERa) was a bit west of where expected as a spring 
migrant. 

Common Yellowthroat Reports were routine of this common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Hooded Warbler: Four were discovered, one of these in the Panhandle, the 17th 
record there: it was seen by several observers at Gilbert-Baker WMA, Sioux 
Co, 20 May (RW, m. ob.). Increasing numbers in recent years prompted Rick 
Wright to suggest Hooded Warbler may be “regular in very low numbers 
across the western Great Plains”. The remaining three reports were of singles 
at WP 12 May (LE, DL), Wyuka Cemetery, Lincoln, 13 May (ABr), and one 
at PL 22-23 May (MW, m. ob.). 

American Redstart: One in Cass Co 30 Apr (WF) was rather early; EEDs are 24-25 
Apr. The 51 at FF 12 May (MW, ERa) was a good count; spring high counts 
were 46-100. 

Cape May Warbler: This was a good year for this rare migrant; there were 18 reports 
from nine locations of at least nine birds 3-15 May. Westernmost was one in 
Hall Co 3 May (CCh, photo). 

Cerulean Warbler: None were reported of this rare eastern spring migrant. 

Northern Parula: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring migrant east, 
uncommon east-central, rare west-central. None were reported west of 
Lancaster Co. 

Magnolia Warbler: This was a record-breaking year for this species; there were 129 
eBird reports from 39 locations involving a minimum of 135 different birds, 
including best counts of 12 at FF 12 May (JR, SMe, SBr), a new record spring 
high count, and 7 at Hormel Park, Dodge Co, 14 May (MB, EBr, SMe). 
Previous spring high counts were 7-10, and previous best seasonal total was 
32. 
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Bay-breasted Warbler: As with Magnolia Warbler, this was a great year for this 
generally rare eastern migrant, with a minimum of 19 individuals reported, a 
record year; the previous seasonal high was 12, in 2014. The 28 reports were 
all from the extreme east 11-16 May. 

Blackburnian Warbler: A good year for this species also, but not a record total count; 
the 31 was eclipsed by the 45 in 2008. Westerly was one in Loup Co 15 May 
(KS). 

Yellow Warbler: One in Saline Co 23 Apr (SQ) was rather early; EEDs are 16-18 
Apr. A near-record one-person count was the 140 at WP 11 May (MW), 
second to the 186 in Hall Co 11 May 2002. Rather early in the Panhandle 
were singles in Scotts Bluff Co 1 May (TJe) and Deuel Co the same day (ZH); 
EEDs in the Panhandle are 30 Apr-1 May. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: Continuing the amazing numbers this spring were the 
estimated 101 individuals reported; the previous best seasonal total was the 
45 in 2008. Best count was the six at FF 12 May (JR, SMe, SBr); high spring 
counts are 6-20. Westernmost was one at CR 15 May (KS). 

Blackpoll Warbler: One in Cass Co 20 Apr (GHa) was rather early; EEDs are 18-19 
Apr. Best count was the record 95 counted in six hours at WP 11 May (MW), 
86 were counted there the same day but starting a couple of hours later and 
in just under four hours (ERa). In all there were about 275 reports involving 
a roughly-estimated 450 individuals. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: None were reported of this less-than-annual statewide 
spring migrant. 

Palm Warbler: There were 125 reports involving an estimated 143 individuals, by far 
the highest total for a spring season, compared to the previous best of 46 in 
1999. Best count was seven, at HL 4 May (LKo) and Memphis Lakes SRA, 
Saunders Co, 5 May (SMa). Previous highs were 6-26. Westernmost was 
one at Merritt Reservoir SRA, Cherry Co, 15 May (ODa, SBr). 

Pine Warbler: None were reported of this less-than-annual spring migrant east and 
central. 

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: Reports were routine of this common statewide 
spring migrant. 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) Warbler: The eastern edge of the expected spring 
migration corridor was marked by singles in Red Willow Co 28 Apr (GR), 
Frontier Co, 5 May (WF), and Brown Co 5 May (JCo, KCo, ADa). 

Yellow-throated Warbler: The only reports away from FF were of one at Hanscom 
Park, Omaha, 10 May (KHe) and one at PRSP 17 May (GHa, MSh). 

Prairie Warbler: Only the 12th accepted Nebraska spring record was one at LM 30 
Apr (STr, JSm, photo); the 12 records are statewide 30 Apr-28 May. Another, 
unseen, was identified by its "distinctive call" at Boyer Chute NWR, 
Washington Co, 18 May (NDa); this report is pending review for eBird and 
acceptance by NOURC. 

Black-throated Gray Warbler: None were reported of this less-than-annual spring 
Panhandle migrant. 

Townsend's Warbler: None were reported of this less-than-annual spring Panhandle 
migrant. 
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Black-throated Green Warbler: Although a relatively unspectacular showing 
compared to a few other warbler species this spring, the 18 individuals 
reported was still a record spring total; previous highs were nine, twice. All 
reports were from the east. 

Canada Warbler: Best count was the three at FF 21 May (DL), tying the spring high 
count. The total of 13 reported is a new high spring total; previous highs 
were 6-9. 

Wilson’s Warbler: Best counts were eight at WP 11 May (MW) and FF 12 May (m. 
ob.). High count is 14. An estimated total for the season was 162. 

Summer Tanager: One in Douglas Co 25 Apr (SBr photo) was rather early; EEDs 
are 23-25 Apr. Interestingly, the two out-of-range reports were of immatures, 
both photographed: one in Garfield Co 23 May (BG) the other in Wayne Co 
2 May (EBr, LBr). 

Scarlet Tanager: One at FF 1 May (CNK) was rather early; EEDs are 25-26 Apr. 
Best count was the eight at PRSP 17 May (MSh); spring high counts are 8-9. 
Out of the expected eastern spring migration corridor was one in Custer Co 
21 May (M&CVB) and another was at the fringes in Hall Co 20 May (JEt). 

Western Tanager: The only report from east of the expected Panhandle migration 
corridor was of one at WP 11 May (ERa, MW, photos). It is curious that 
most of the records from Eastern Nebraska in spring are at early dates; 
perhaps these are returnees westward of the not insignificant number of birds 
wintering along the Atlantic Coast. 

Northern Cardinal: This species continues its slow but steady expansion westward, 
most noticeably in the western Loup drainages, where one was at Arnold, 
Custer Co, on the South Loup 29 Mar (GNi, CDe), and at least one continues 
in Mullen, Hooker Co, reported 17 May (EBr, MB). At the west edge of the 
current northeast Cherry Co range, one was at Anderson Bridge WMA 11 
Mar (AMd) and two were at Merritt Reservoir 15 May (ODa, SBr). Fewest 
Nebraska reports are from locations away from river valleys; one was at 
Alliance, Box Butte Co, 17 May (NV), only the third record there. One was 
at Tryon, McPherson Co, 29 Apr (EBr, MB); it was first reported there in the 
1930s, but there had been no further reports since the 1960s. High counts of 
this species occur in spring; the 38 at FF 28 Apr (BP) was a good tally; highs 
were 30-42. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Within the central Nebraska hybrid zone with Black- 
headed Grosbeak, pure-looking adults of either species may occur, indicative 
of assortative mating and thus species status. However, west of the hybrid 
zone, essentially in the Panhandle, pure-looking (phenotypic) Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks are rare; this spring two males were photographed, one in Scotts 
Bluff Co 12 May (CCf) and one at Oliver Reservoir, Kimball Co, 14 May 
(WRS). A third was in Deuel Co 29 Apr (ZH). 

Black-headed Grosbeak: The five in a Lincoln Co yard 13 May (WB) was 
noteworthy; spring high count is 10. In recent years this species has become 
essentially annual in occurrence in the east in spring; a ^pair" was reported in 
WP 12 May (RE). 

Blue Grosbeak: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide spring migrant. 
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Lazuli Bunting: As with Black-headed Grosbeak, reports in the east are expected 
nowadays albeit in low numbers. There were seven such reports as well as 
three of apparent white-bellied male hybrids (m. ob. ). 

Indigo Bunting: Although considered rare in the Panhandle, at least seven were 
reported by NOU birders in northern Sioux and Dawes Cos 17-21 May (m. 
ob.). 

Dickcissel: Previous EEDs in the Panhandle were 23-25 May, but, no doubt assisted 
again by NOU birders, there were seven reports of at least nine birds in the 
period 17-20 May (m. ob.), as well as one report in Box Butte Co 11 May 
(SQ). Counts of 50 at PL 28 May (TG) and 49 at Conestoga Lake, Lancaster 
Co, where they were “rampant”, 26 May (TG) were near highs; high spring 
counts are 50-76. 


NOU Spring Field Days and Annual Meeting 
Ft. Robinson, May 18-20, 2018 


by Janis Paseka 


The NOU Annual Meeting and Spring Field Days, organized by Robin 
Harding, Jan Johnson and Ruth Stearns, was held at Ft. Robinson State Park in Dawes 
and Sioux Counties on May 18-20, 2018, with 82 in attendance. Our lodgings and 
meeting room were in reconstructed buildings of the old Fort. The weather was perfect 
on Friday and Sunday but perfectly awful on Saturday, with rain all day and a high of 
44°F. Finding birds and driving on unpaved roads was challenging on Friday, but the 
total species list for the meeting is 180. Field trips were led by Kathy DeLara, Bill 
Flack, Peter Hill, Wayne Mollhoff and Ross Silcock. 


Among the highlights were the Eastern Screech-Owl and Cassin’s Kingbird 
found by birders in the campground within the park, a stunning Western Tanager male 
seen in sunlight among green pine boughs, a surprise Hooded Warbler viewed by many 
from the road through Gilbert-Baker WMA, and a Sharp-tailed Grouse on the lawn of 
the Fort. Also found were Cinnamon Teal, White-throated Swift, Virginia Rail, Black- 
necked Stilt, Long-billed Curlew, Whimbrel, Red-necked Phalarope, both White- 
faced and Glossy Ibis, Ferruginous Hawk, Golden Eagle, Burrowing Owl, Lewis’s 
Woodpecker, Red-bellied Woodpecker (unusual in the Panhandle), Prairie Falcon, 
Western Wood-Pewee, Cordilleran Flycatcher, Say’s Phoebe, Plumbeous Vireo, 
Violet-green Swallow, Pygmy Nuthatch, Rock Wren, Chestnut-collared and 
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McCown’s Longspur, Brewer’s Sparrow, Mountain Bluebird, Veery, and Bullock’s 
Oriole. 


Many attendees found new state birds and some tallied life birds as well. 
Those traveling from the eastern part of the state took the opportunity to bird their way 
out to the Panhandle, many accumulating impressive lists. One county lister reported 
348 new “county ticks” for the 5-day trip out and back from eastern Nebraska. 


Our Friday evening program was a presentation about Bird Conservancy of 
the Rockies banding at Chadron State Park and Wildcat Hills State Recreation Area 
and Nature Center by Amber Schiltz and Amanda Filipi. The banding programs were 
started about 10 years ago and provide valuable information about migrant and 
resident species. Both stations collect data on changes in habitat, such as extensive 
pine thinning at Wildcat Hills in 2010 and damage from the fire that went through the 
Pine Ridge in 2012, affecting the Chadron banding station. In addition, the stations 
both welcome students and teachers from the area; 8900 students and teachers have 
visited the stations since 2007. 


At the brief business meeting on Saturday, the minutes of the last meeting 
were approved, a raffle of a Northern Pintail photo (donated by Ron & Ann Kruse) 
was held, and the location of the next meetings were announced: fall 2018 in 
Ainsworth and spring 2019 in Fairbury. The election of officers for the coming year 
was held: Joel Jorgensen, President; Robin Harding, Vice President; Ruth Stearns, 
Secretary; Jan Johnson, Treasurer; Don Paseka, Director; Anita Breckbill, Librarian; 
and Janis Paseka, Editor. 


On Saturday evening, our speaker was Rick Wright, a native of Nebraska and 
a UNL graduate, where he worked in the bird collections of the State Museum and 
served as teaching assistant to Paul Johnsgard. Rick has an M.A. and Ph.D. in German 
from Princeton University, and was an associate professor of medieval studies at 
Fordham University. Among his publications are field guides to birds of New Jersey 
and Arizona and the Peterson Reference Guide to North American Sparrows. Rick 
and his wife Alison Beringer, who also attended the meeting, live in New Jersey, where 
he is a prolific contributor to the birding literature, lecturer and tour leader for Victor 
Emanuel Nature Tours. 


We take it for granted that when we see a sparrow we can’t identify, we can 
look it up in a field guide and find out what it is. But it wasn’t always so. Rick’s 
presentation was about where all the facts we now have about sparrows in North 
American come from. Early ornithologists started from scratch and made numerous 
mistakes, describing and naming a new species, for instance, when what they had was 
a female or basic plumage individual of a previously described species. There was 
much confusion and competition among the early ornithologists and we may be 
amazed or amused by their writings, but the knowledge we have today is all based on 
the work they did. 
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First Record of Fulvous Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna bicolor) 


for Nebraska 
Matt Haugen 
Nebraska Game & Parks Commission 
Wildlife Division 
2200 N 33rd Street 
Lincoln NE 68503 


On the afternoon of 5 June 2018, I was scouting local Salt Valley lakes to get 
an estimate of goose numbers for annual Canada Goose (Branta canadensis) banding 
operations. At approximately 2:30 p.m. I was tallying my goose counts in the 
northwest corner of Wagon Train Wildlife Management Area in Lancaster County, 
when I noticed four ducks on a nearby vegetated mud flat. After closer examination, 
I recognized the ducks as Fulvous Whistling-Ducks (Dendrocygna bicolor). I spent a 
few years working in Louisiana in that state's waterfowl program, and I am familiar 
with the species and its identification. I was surprised to observe them here in 
Nebraska, but I did not fully comprehend the magnitude of the discovery until the 
news reached Joel Jorgensen with the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission's 
Nongame Bird Program. Since the initial observation, multiple re-sightings by 


Fulvous Whistling-Ducks at Wagon Train WMA, Lancaster Co, 7 June 2018. Photo by 
John Carlini. 
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numerous individuals occurred (eBird 2018). Reports indicated no bands were 
observed and hind toes were intact (eBird 2018), suggesting the ducks are wild. The 
ducks were last reported on 24 June 2018 (eBird 2018). This is the first documented 
occurrence of Fulvous Whistling-Ducks in the state of Nebraska. 


Baldassarre (2014) described the Fulvous Whistling-Duck as a medium-sized 
duck with an erect, goose-like posture and elongated neck. He described its plumage 
as arich tawny color with a darker back scalloped in the same tawny color with the 
back and body separated by a white-edged side and flank. Baldassarre states that the 
sexes are virtually identical and molt occurs once per year. The adult duck’s diet 
consists almost exclusively of vegetation, and it often feeds on moist soil, plant seeds 
and cultivated rice. It prefers shallow water habitats in prairie and savanna-type 
ecosystems (Baldassarre 2014). 


Fulvous Whistling-Duck is a tropical to sub-tropical species that expanded 
its range into the United States in the mid to late 20th Century (Hohman and Lee 2001). 
The species’ contemporary breeding range extends north into the Gulf Coast of the 
United States, primarily Texas, Louisiana, and Florida (Baldassarre 2014). Although 
primarily found in the Gulf Coast region of the United States, the species has a 
propensity to wander. There are records of Fulvous Whistling-Ducks in all the states 
bordering Nebraska with the exception of Wyoming (Faulkner 2010). Fulvous 
Whistling-Duck has occurred in Iowa in 1994, 2002 and 2012 (Kent 1995, Johnson 
2012, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union 2018), in Colorado in 1990 (Nelson 1992, Colorado 
Rare Bird Committee 2018) and in South Dakota in 1948, 1967 and 2011 (Tallman et 
al. 2002, eBird 2018). 


More records exist for states directly south and southeast of Nebraska, which 
are closer to its normal range. The species is considered a rare transient and summer 
visitor in southeastern Missouri, where there also exists a breeding record (Robbins 
2018). Kansas also claims multiple records (Thompson et al. 2011). 


Conclusion 


Four Fulvous Whistling-Ducks were observed multiple times in Nebraska at 
Wagon Train Wildlife Management Area in Lancaster County. It is the first 
documented record of Fulvous Whistling-Ducks in the state, and they were likely wild 
vagrants. They remained at the initial sighting location for at least 19 days (eBird 
2018). 
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SUMMER FIELD REPORT, June-July 2018 


Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 


This was a rather lackluster summer season, notably among waterfowl, 
shorebirds, and gulls. However, the discovery of a couple of amazing rarities spiced 
things up. Not only were there a few reports of the increasing Black-bellied Whistling- 
Duck, but the Fulvous Whistling-Ducks in Lancaster Co were a first state record, albeit 
a bit overdue. Another major rarity was a Reddish Egret, Nebraska’s third, in Hall Co, 
seen by almost as many folks as the Fulvous Whistling-Ducks. Close behind were the 
6th and 7th Nebraska records of Black-chinned Hummingbird, probably on its way to 
regular occurrence in the next few years. Seasonal rarities often get short shrift, but 
are genuine rarities nonetheless. Only the 3rd summer report of Greater Scaup, all 
females, was photographed, and only the 5th spring record of Broad-tailed 
Hummingbird showed up. Perhaps in this category also was an amazing record of a 
Wood Thrush recorded in Garden Co, the first record west of Platte Co since the 1970s. 


The meat of the Summer Seasonal Report, however, is changes in breeding 
ranges and population sizes. New breeding records of the secretive Hooded Merganser 
came to light, an extralimital breeding record for Western Grebe occurred, and 
Sandhill Cranes continue to pop up in summer in several areas. Exciting are 
apparently-establishing breeding populations of Plumbeous Vireo in the Wildcat Hills, 
Song Sparrow at Smith Lake WMA, numerous Ovenbirds at NNF Halsey, and 
Northern Cardinal struggling to maintain a Pine Ridge foothold. Northern Bobwhites 
occurred virtually statewide, whereas Gray Partridge is at a very low ebb. 


Two other items: a carefully-estimated 9800 Bank Swallows were in a flock 
in Otoe Co, and I ask observers to note possible species involved in “domestic geese” 
reports. 


Finally, a note on hummingbirds out west. Two very active feeders were in 
play in Scotts Bluff Co, providing observers many happy days (and state list checks). 
Colin Croft operated feeders just north of the Wildcat Hills, luring a Black-chinned 
Hummingbird among others, and Marie Smith's operation, using only three feeders, 
attracted 63 hummers of five species during the season : another Black-chinned, and 
numerous Broad-tailed, Calliope, and Rufous, as well as at least one Ruby-throated. 
The Smith yard is amply planted with hummer-attracting flowering plants and a 1:4 
sugar water mix is used. No reports were received of the Ron and Susan Whitney 
photo-recording hummingbird operation in Lancaster Co this year. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 


AFB: Air Force Base 

BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 

CBL: Capitol Beach Lake, Lancaster Co 

CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co 

Co(s): County (ies) 

CSP: Chadron SP, Dawes Co 

EED: Expected Early Date 

ELD: Expected Late Date 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 

HCR: Harlan County Reservoir, Harlan Co 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 

LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co 

LSWNP: Lincoln Saline Wetlands Nature Park, Lincoln 
m.ob.: many observers 

NLB: North Lake Basin WMA, Seward Co 

NM: National Monument 

NNF Bessey: Nebraska National Forest, Thomas Co 
NOU: Nebraska Ornithologists' Union 

NOURC: NOU Records Committee 

NRD: Natural Resources District 

NVP: Niobrara Valley Preserve, Brown and Keya Paha Cos 
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 

PRSP: Platte River SP, Cass Co 

RA: Recreation Area 

PSP: Ponca SP, Dixon Co 

Res: Reservoir 

RWB: Rainwater Basin, including several south-central and southeastern playa basins 
SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co 

SP: State Park 

SRA: State Recreation Area 

WHNC: Wildcat Hills Nature Center, Scotts Bluff Co 
WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area 

WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area 
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SPECIES ACCOUNTS 


Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: Reports of this rare-but-annual summer visitor are 
increasing; this summer 1-3 were at Atkinson, Holt Co, 19-23 Jun (fide JGJ, 
EBr, MSh), where eight were found 28 Oct 2017, the northernmost records 
to date. Also, one was at Cody Park, North Platte, 23 Jun-3 Jul (MSh, m. 
ob.), and one was near Glenvil, Clay Co, 27 Jul (MVr photo). 

Fulvous Whistling-Duck: The first state record of this species was a group of four at 
Wagon Train SRA, Lancaster Co, 5-24 Jun (MHg, m. ob.). 


wo 
Fe 


SES ` 

Se" J r A aps l 2 c^ 
ES Sra se = 
"a? Sy e RU Ra ET oT 


- WEN Ce v^ 
i ml. ^ R ~~ C 
-—À o 4 Lue BRE 


Sa A ak 
T. E p T. a 


mn 


Train SRA, Lancaster County, 9-24 June 2018, here photographed by Elizabeth Winter 9 June. 


Snow Goose: Rare in summer in the Panhandle, two, one possibly injured, were at 
Walgren Lake SRA, Sheridan Co, 15 Jun (KD). 

Ross’s Goose: None were reported of this rare but annual summer visitor central and 
east. 

“Domestic Goose”: An eBird checklist reported (CCr) with photos in Dodge Co 
“Domestic goose, sp. (Domestic type)” as offered in the eBird checklist, the 
observer stating they were the “last of the Graylag flock, no chicks”. The 
birds look like some sort of cross between Graylag and Swan Geese, mostly 
the latter, however. I encourage observers reporting “domestic goose, sp.” to 
include photos in case flocks become established. 

Greater White-fronted Goose: This species is rare westward in summer, and less 
than annual in the Panhandle. One at Cody Park, Lincoln Co, 1-3 Jul (BBr, 
BWh, photos) was apparently injured “and now part of the collective captive 
flock at the park" (TJW). 
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Cackling Goose: The only report of this rare summer visitor central and east was of 
one in Buffalo Co 5 Jul (JN1). 

Canada Goose: Dependent downy fledglings are expected into at least early Jun. 
Perhaps a bit tardy was a brood of “downy juveniles" at Cody Park, North 
Platte, 24 Jun (WF), and four two-week-old downies at Jack Sinn WMA, 
Lancaster Co, 19 Jun (LE) suggested incubation through about 5 Jun, rather 
late. 

Trumpeter Swan: The southernmost breeding site in the state, at Ravenna, Buffalo 
Co, had two very young cygnets 17 Jun (WF); this 1s the eighth year during 
2009-2018 that young have been produced. It is not known if the same two 
birds have bred there during this 10-year period. 

Wood Duck: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central, 
uncommon west. 

Blue-winged Teal: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, 
statewide breeder. 

Cinnamon Teal: This species is difficult to identify as it loses its breeding plumage 
in fall, and so noteworthy for both the date and location was a molting male 
in Polk Co 28 Jul (JGJ, photo). 

Northern Shoveler: Reports were routine of this locally common breeder north- 
central, rare elsewhere; no reports of breeding were received. 

Gadwall: Reports were routine of this common breeder north-central and Sandhills, 
uncommon south-central; no reports of breeding were received. 

American Wigeon: This species is a rare breeder in the state, with few confirmed 
records. The only reports this summer, however, were from western 
Sandhills locations where breeding might occur: two at Valentine NWR, 
Cherry Co, 10 Jul (ODa), 2-3 at CLNWR 24-27 Jun (MSh), and two near 
Angora, Morrill Co, 14 Jun (EBr, LBr, MB). 

Mallard: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Northern Pintail: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, statewide 
breeder. 

Green-winged Teal: Reports were routine of this rare breeder northcentral; no reports 
of breeding were received. 

Canvasback: This species is generally a rare breeder in the western Sandhills. There 
were only two reports, both from Garden Co and both possibly breeding 
birds: singles on 15 Jun at Campbell Lake, Garden Co, (EKI) and just north 
of CLNWR 8 Jul (JN1). 

Redhead: One in Sarpy Co 3 Jun (MSh) was tardy; prior ELDs were 31 May-4 Jun. 
Another in Howard Co 12 Jun (EW1) was likely a straggling spring migrant. 
Small groups begin to appear away from the expected breeding range in late 
Jun; nine were in Adams Co 26 Jun (LE), and as many as 152 were in Polk 
Co by 14 Jul (JGJ). 

Ring-necked Duck: Reports of this species in summer (9 Jun-6 Sep) are less than 
annual; it does not breed in Nebraska. The only report was of one in Butler 
Co 14 Jul (JGJ). 

Greater Scaup: Only the third record for Nebraska in the period Jun-Sep was a female 
at Wagon Train SRA, Lancaster Co, 6-26 Jun (L&BP photo, M&CVD 
photo), yet another example of the “Patagonia Picnic Table" phenomenon 
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(google it). The three Jun-Sep records are all of photographed females, likely 
immature non-breeders, since this species usually begins breeding as two- 
year-olds. 

Lesser Scaup: Tardy were singles in Madison Co 12 Jun (MTu) and Perkins Co 13 
Jun (JGJ); previous ELDs were 12-17 Jun. 

Bufflehead: One at CLNWR 4 Jun (KCo, JCo) may have been a tardy migrant, 
although three were there 27 Jun (MSh); summer reports (5 Jun-9 Sep) are 
less than annual, and there is only one breeding record for the state. 

Hooded Merganser: A photograph of six young and an adult female at DeSoto NWR, 
Washington Co, (fide JGJ) provided a rare confirmed breeding record for this 
species. However, Refuge Biologist Fred Oslund noted that this species has 
been breeding with some regularity in Wood Duck nest boxes at DeSoto 
NWR; additional photographs from Refuge files show apparent Hooded 
Merganser eggs along with Wood Duck eggs in nest boxes. Until this 
information was made known, there had been only three prior confirmed 
breeding records and two additional suggestive breeding records for the state. 
Panhandle sightings in summer of presumed immature non-breeders are rare, 
but this summer there were three: singles were in or near CLNWR 17 Jun 
(JMo) and 8 Jul (WBr), and one was in Sioux Co 17 Jul (NP1). 

Common Merganser: Since 2007, summering birds and/or broods have been found 
on the Niobrara River in the NVP; this year, at least one brood was present 
14 and 27 Jun (CNK, TJW). Anapparent spring straggler was in Cuming Co 
8 Jun (PTi). Lake Ogallala is a summer location for small numbers of non- 
breeding Common Mergansers; reports in Jun to early Jul are probably non- 
breeding immatures, such as the six there 24 Jun (MSh), but later reports late 
Jul-Aug likely include molt migrants. 

Ruddy Duck: Reports in summer (10 Jun-16 Sep) away from the expected breeding 
range are less than annual, and so noteworthy were two in Dixon Co 6 Jul 
(PRo) and two in Madison Co the same day (RH). 

Northern Bobwhite: Reports of this species this summer were almost statewide, 
indicating at least a couple of good breeding years. Numbers are usually 
lowest in the northwest and the southern Panhandle; none were reported from 
the latter, but there were four reports from the northwest, all of single birds: 
15 Jun CSP (MEa, TCu), 26 Jun Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, (MSh), 24 Jul 
Alliance, Box Butte Co, (NW1), and 30 Jul in Morrill Co (RTh). 

Gray Partridge: In contrast to Northern Bobwhite, this species is ata low ebb. There 
were no reports of this uncommon to rare resident northeast and north- 
central, rare Sioux and Scotts Bluff Cos. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Reports were routine of this fairly common, locally common, 
statewide resident. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were routine of this locally common resident north and 
west. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: There are very few reports of this species from the 
Panhandle, most in extreme southeast Sheridan and northeast Garden Cos. 
Only the 5th report from Garden Co was of “distant booming" at CLNWR 4 
Jun (JCo, KCo). 
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Wild Turkey: There were several reports of dependent young in late Jul, latest a hen 
and nine poults in Lancaster Co 31 Jul (TG). 

Pied-billed Grebe: Reports were routine of this common breeder Sandhills, fairly 
common elsewhere. 

Horned Grebe: None were reported of this fairly common statewide spring migrant; 
ELDs are 4-5 Jun. 

Eared Grebe: Reports were routine of this common breeder north and west, rare 
southeast. 

Western Grebe: Only the third breeding record away from the expected Sandhills 
breeding areas was of an adult carrying a chick at HCR 16 Jun (JCs photo, 
fide JGJ). 

Clark’s Grebe: The only reports of this rare breeder west and west-central and rare 
local summer visitor west were of two at LO on 12 Jun (BEd, photo) and one 
there 3 Jun (KS). 

Rock Pigeon: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

White-winged Dove: This species continues to increase its summer numbers in 
Nebraska, with 16 birds at 12 locations this summer (m. ob.). No evidence 
of breeding was reported; it is still a less-than-annual breeder in the state. 
Numbers will continue to increase as long as numbers in the south do; in 
Texas, CBC counts totaled for each of the three five-year periods comprising 
the last 15 years show increasing totals 86,232 through 110,169 to 150,858 
(post to Texbirds by Brent Ortego). 

Mourning Dove: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder east and 
central, uncommon west. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: There were an encouraging seven reports of this rare eastern 
breeder, all within the expected summer range. Reports from the Niobrara 
River Valley area were of two in Rock Co 28 Jun (KCo, JCo), two in Keya 
Paha Co 4 Jun (DSa), and one in Brown Co 3 Jun (AMe). Elsewhere, one 
was heard in Howard Co 26 Jun (JJ), one was in Dixon Co 27 Jun (JJ), one 
was at Neale Woods, Douglas Co, 2 Jun (CNK), and one was at Fort Calhoun, 
Washington Co, 27 Jul (CNK). 

Greater Roadrunner: There are no documented records for Nebraska, but the third 
tantalizing report was of one “an unknown distance" east of McCook on 
Highway 34 on 15 Jun (JKn). The two earlier reports were in Buffalo Co 2 
Mar and Phelps Co 29 Mar. This species is expanding its range slowly 
northward and occurs in Kansas and Colorado at locations about 100 miles 
from Nebraska. 

Common Nighthawk: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Common Poorwill: None were reported of this common breeder west, uncommon 
central. 

Chuck-will’s-widow: Knox Co has the northernmost sites for this species in 
Nebraska; one was recorded 8 Jun in extreme northeastern Knox Co 8 Jun 
(MB, SMe) at a site where one was found in 2012. The only other report was 
of one at Duck Creek RA, a new NRD site in Nemaha Co, 5 Jun (GHa). 
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Eastern Whip-poor-will: Still rare in the lower Niobrara River Valley, but with 
increasing reports in recent years, this year there were six reports ranging 
from extreme northeast Knox Co (MB, SMe) west to extreme southwestern 
Keya Paha Co (JNi, m. ob.). 

Chimney Swift: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central, 
uncommon west. 

White-throated Swift: There were a couple of reports from the east edge of the 
Nebraska range on the Pine Ridge in Sheridan Co and the Wildcat Hills in 
Banner Co. Apparently only the second record for Sheridan Co was of two 
over Gordon 6 Jun (D&MW),; the only previous record for the county was at 
Beaver Creek Valley north of Hay Springs (Richard Rosche, no date given). 
Easterly in the Wildcat Hills in Banner Co were up to three on 30-31 Jul (EBr, 
LBr, MB). 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Tardy and westerly migrants were singles in Keya 
Paha Co 4 Jun (WBr photo) and another at WHNC 14 Jun (MB photo); the 
latter is only the third Panhandle record for Jun; breeding has not been 
documented there. EEDs for fall migrants are 16-19 Jul, and so one in York 
Co 1 Jul (BSa) may have been a westerly breeder; there are four breeding 
records west of York Co. 


This Black-chinned Hummingbird, Nebraska's 7th, was present in Marie Smith's Gering, 
Scotts Bluff Co, yard 25-26 Jul, here photographed by her 25 Jul 2018. 


Black-chinned Hummingbird: This species seems destined to become annual in 
occurrence at least in western Nebraska as it expands its range northward on 
the Great Plains. There were two reports, Nebraska's 6th and 7th, pending 
NOURC acceptance. A female or immature at a Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff Co, 
feeder 14 Jul (CCf) was identified as this species by Sheri Williamson, a 
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hummingbird identification expert from Arizona. Another was in Scotts 
Bluff Co, a bright male at a Gering feeder 25-26 Jul (MS photo). 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird: One photographed in the observer’s Scotts Bluff Co 
yard 9 Jun (CCf photo) is Nebraska’s 5th in spring, all since 2014. Although 
the same yard had Broad-tailed Hummingbirds again beginning 17 Jul (CCf), 
non-summering is suggested by plumage differences in photos of the 9 Jun 
and 17 Jul birds. All of the numerous fall reports were in Scotts Bluff Co 10- 
30 Jul, involving some 18 birds at four locations (m. ob.), indicative of 
“uncommon” rather than “rare” status of this species in fall. Best count was 
the four at the Smith feeders 27 Jul (MS). 

Rufous Hummingbird: Second-earliest on record in fall was an adult male 
photographed in Scotts Bluff Co 29 Jun (CCf). EEDs are 3-7 Jul. Tying 
second-highest fall count were the six at a Scotts Bluff Co feeder 27 Jul (MS). 

Calliope Hummingbird: There were reports from two Scotts Bluff Co locations and 
one in Box Butte Co. Scotts Bluff Co reports were of a bright male at the 
Croft feeder 25 Jul (CCf photo), and up to five at the Smith feeders 27-30 Jul 
(MS, m. ob.). The tally of five at the Smith feeders is the second-highest fall 
count after 10 at the DeLara feeders in 2012 in the same county. In Box Butte 
Co, one was photographed in Alliance 19-21 Jul (fide WRS). 

Virginia Rail: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, breeder north 
and west, rare south and east. 

Sora: The RWB breeding range barely reaches Polk Co, and so five near Gresham, 
Polk Co, 28 Jul (JGJ) were probably fall migrants; EEDs are in mid-Jul. 

American Coot: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, breeder 
northcentral, fairly common elsewhere. 

Sandhill Crane: There were reports from previously-known breeding locations in 
Scotts Bluff (KD) and Rock (CH) Cos. A pair and chick at Agate, Sioux Co, 
2 Jul (BDV) was 7-8 miles west of the 2017 sighting at Agate Fossil Beds 
NM of adults and two chicks and of birds heard there mid-Jun 2018 (AP1), 
possibly too far for the young 2018 chicks to range and suggestive of two 
breeding pairs in the area. Intriguing reports of brown adults continue at Lake 
Wanahoo, Saunders Co, where two were seen 21 Jun (W&PH); as yet, only 
adults have been seen at this site in 2017 and 2018, possibly near-adult non- 
breeders. Similarly, a pair of brown adults were foraging at a flooded 
soybean field in Dakota Co 24-28 Jul (BFH, JJ); no young were seen. 

Black-necked Stilt: One easterly in Antelope Co 9 Jun (MB) was only the observer's 
second in that county; it was probably a rare easterly migrant or stray. 

American Avocet: Reports away from breeding locations into Jun are few; four were 
in a flooded cornfield in Furnas Co 8 Jun (DHa). Earliest fall reports away 
from breeding areas are in early-mid Jul, but there are a few late Jun reports 
as well; this summer, two were in Lancaster Co by 25 Jun (LSu). 

Black-bellied Plover: None were reported of this statewide spring and fall migrant; 
ELDs in spring are 14-21 Jun and EEDs in fall are 25-28 Jul. 

American Golden-Plover: None were reported of this locally common spring and fall 
migrant east and central, uncommon west. ELDs in spring are 31 May-5 Jun 
and EEDs in fall are 8-11 Jul. 
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Semipalmated Plover: Reports were routine of this fairly common fall migrant east 
and central, uncommon west. 

Piping Plover: There were no reports away from previously-known breeding 
locations; best count was the 10 (4 adults, 6 chicks) at LM 18 Jun (JMo). 

Killdeer: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder and fall migrant. 

Mountain Plover: Reports were routine of this fairly common southwestern 
Panhandle breeder. 

Upland Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder and 
fall migrant. 

Long-billed Curlew: Reports from the edges of the breeding range were of nine south 
of McGrew, Scotts Bluff Co, 30 Jul (EBr, MB), one near Wellfleet, Lincoln 
Co, 13 Jun (JGJ), and four in western Keya Paha Co 4 Jun (DSa). 

Hudsonian Godwit: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east 
and east-central, rare casual west; ELDs in spring are 5-6 Jun. 

Marbled Godwit: Reports of this rare breeder were from known breeding locations 
in Garden and Cherry Cos (MSh, EKI, PMa). 

Ruddy Turnstone: This species is less than annual in fall, with fewer than 40 total 
records. Earliest arrivals in fall are adults, such as the adult-plumaged male 
in Dakota Co 21-22 Jul (BFH, PRo); previous fall EEDs were 19-27 Jul. 

Stilt Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant central, fairly 
common east and west; fall EEDs are 5-6 Jul. 

Sanderling: The only report of this uncommon statewide spring and fall migrant was 
of one in Polk Co 28 Jul (JGJ); spring ELDs are 10-13 Jun and fall EEDs are 
1-4 Jul. 

Dunlin: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east and central, 
rare casual west; spring ELDs are 9-11 Jun. 

Baird's Sandpiper: Fall reports were routine of this common statewide spring and 
fall migrant, although there were no spring reports; spring ELDs are 6-7 Jun. 

Least Sandpiper: One in Lancaster Co 11 Jun (LE) was tardy; previous spring ELDs 
were 9-10 Jun. Fall reports of this common spring and fall migrant were 
routine; fall EEDs are 22-23 Jun. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this uncommon fall migrant east 
and central, rare west. Spring ELDs are in May. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common spring and fall migrant 
east and central, uncommon west. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: One in Butler Co 17 Jun (CDy) was tardy; ELDs in spring 
are 18-19 Jun. Fall reports of this common fall migrant east and central, fairly 
common west were routine; EEDs in fall are 2-3 Jul. 

Western Sandpiper: None were reported of this uncommon statewide fall migrant 
with EEDs 4-6 Jul. It is rare in spring with ELDs in May. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: The two reports were at an expected time for adults; EEDs 
are 12-13 Jul. Two in Saunders Co 13 Jul (LE) and four in Polk 14 Jul (JGJ). 
Long-billed Dowitcher is not expected in Jul. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 
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American Woodcock: None were reported of this uncommon fall migrant east and 
central. 

Wilson’s Snipe: One at Wagon Train Lake SRA, Lancaster Co, 20 Jun (PRo) was 
unexpected both for the date and the location. This species had bred in 
Lancaster Co previously but there are no recent records. 

Spotted Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide breeder. 

Solitary Sandpiper: A rather early fall arriver was one in Scotts Bluff Co 27 Jun (KD 
photo); fall EEDs are 24-25 Jun. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Fall EEDs are 16-19 Jun, and so noteworthy were three reports of 
early fall migrants; singles were at CLNWR 17 Jun (JMo) and Lancaster Co 
18 Jun (SKr), and two were in Butler Co 18 Jun (CDy). Reports in mid-Jun 
(8-18 Jun) may be of non-breeding immatures that did not complete 
migration. 

Willet: A rather early fall migrant was at HCR 27 Jun (JGJ); fall EEDs are 23-26 Jun. 

Greater Yellowlegs: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Wilson's Phalarope: Fall EEDs are 16-19 Jul, and so noteworthy were 9 near 
Gresham in Polk Co 14 Jul (JGJ); breeding may occur rarely in Polk Co, but 
none were reported this summer prior to mid-Jul. 

Red-necked Phalarope: None were reported of this uncommon fall migrant west and 
central, rare east. Fall EEDs are 22-28 Jun. 

Franklin's Gull: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide summer visitor. 

Ring-billed Gull: Reports were routine of this fairly common 
statewide summer visitor. 

California Gull: None were reported of this locally uncommon summer visitor west 
and west-central. 

Herring Gull: None were reported of this uncommon summer visitor generally 
restricted to Lake McConaughy at that time. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: None were reported of this rare statewide summer visitor. 

Least Tern: One was westerly near Oshkosh, Garden Co, 5 Jun (JCo, KCo), 
presumably a migrant, although breeding occurs at nearby Lake 
McConaughy. 

Caspian Tern: There are a few scattered summer records 9 Jun-9 Jul, mostly at Lake 
McConaughy but this year there were three mid-summer reports away from 
McConaughy, all apparently adults: one was at LO 9 Jun (CBe), three at 
Merritt Reservoir, Cherry Co, 5 Jul (ODa), and one in Buffalo Co 9 Jul (BBr). 

Black Tern: Reports were routine of this common breeder north and west and 
uncommon statewide summer visitor elsewhere. 

Common Tern: Eight at Kramper Lake, Danish Alps SRA, Dakota Co, 28 Jul (BFH) 
were rather early fall migrants; EEDs are 21-27 Jul. 

Forster’s Tern: Mid-summer (11-25 Jun) reports away from breeding locations are 
rare; three were in Lancaster Co 18 Jun (LE). 

Common Loon: Tardy migrants in the east were an immature at BOL 7 Jun (JS) and 
an alternate-plumaged adult at Offutt AFB Lake, Sarpy Co, 9 Jun (KCR). 
The latter is the latest spring date for a bird in alternate plumage. Spring 
ELDs in the east are 30-31 May. 
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Neotropic Cormorant: One at BOL in spring was probably the same bird seen there 
through 28 Jun (LE, m. ob.). This species has occurred in seven of the last 
10 years (2009-2018). 

Double-crested Cormorant: Reports were routine of this locally common 
breeder north and west, and rare summer visitor away from breeding range 
locations. 

American White Pelican: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, 
summer visitor central and west, uncommon elsewhere. 

American Bittern: One in the sediment trap wetlands at Lake Wanahoo, Saunders 
Co, 8 Jul (J&LS) was away from known breeding locations, although 
possibly breeding; this wetland shows potential as it continues to mature. 
Another, calling at Boyer Chute NWR, Washington Co, in mid-Jun (SGu), 
may have been breeding there. 

Least Bittern: Summer reports increase in wetter years away from regular breeding 
locations; such reports this summer were from 234th Street Wetlands, 
Douglas Co, 30 Jun (PT1), Wilkinson WMA, Platte Co, 24 Jun (DH, EBr, 
LBr), and near Niobrara, Knox Co, 8 Jun (MB, SMe). 


= 


This Reddish Egret, Nebraska’s third, was at the Alda Bridge Overlook, Hall County, 23-26 
June 2018, here photographed by Rita Flohr 24 June. 


Great Blue Heron: Usually colony nesters, there were two reports of single nests. 
Three or four almost full-grown nestlings were in a nest at Cody Park, Grand 
Island, 24 Jun (WF). Rather late to be engaged in nest-building was a single 
bird at Crystal Lake SRA, Adams Co, 10 Jun (RH); the nest was still active 
26 Jun (WF). 

Great Egret: This species is rare at any time in the Panhandle, but this summer there 
were a surprising three reports there, as well as four from westerly Keith, 
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Lincoln, and Custer Cos, comprising a total of 25 birds (m. ob.). These were 
likely remnants of the amazing 600 or so birds reported statewide this spring. 

Snowy Egret: None were reported of this uncommon summer visitor central, rare 
elsewhere. 

Little Blue Heron: The only report was of two birds in Gosper Co 5 Jun (AF, photo). 

Reddish Egret: A major rarity was Nebraska’s third Reddish Egret, one at the Alda 
Bridge Overlook, Hall Co, 23-26 Jun (MSh, JNi, JGJ, m. ob.). 

Cattle Egret: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, summer 
visitor east and central, rare west. 

Green Heron: A rather late effort at nest-building was noted in Sarpy Co, at least a 
half mile from water, 9 Jul (ARy). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Sightings away from the breeding range in summer are 
less than annual and mostly of non-breeding immatures. Thus, the three 
reports were unexpected: one in Lancaster Co 16 Jun (BBr), an immature at 
NLB 1 and 7 Jul (SSc, JCa, BP), and a single in Chase Co 9 Jul (JJ). 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: There were reports of singles of this 
rare summer visitor from three locations in the southeast and southcentral; 
all, as expected, were of juveniles. Reports were from Alda Bridge Overlook, 
Hall Co, 24-25 Jun (CCh, SQ), NLB 1 Jul (SSc, JCa), and an obliging bird at 
Holmes Lake, Lancaster Co, 24-27 Jul (SKr, m. ob.). 

White-faced Ibis: Spring migration extends into early Jun, although two in Butler Co 
18 Jun (CDy) were tardy; spring ELDs are 17-18 Jun. 

Turkey Vulture: Highest summer counts are of presumed immature non-breeders; 
three counts of 50-52 birds 10-28 Jun were reported (JS, JSS, JN1). 

Osprey: The five nest sites in Scotts Bluff Co were all active with young as of 22 Jul 
(KD). The only report elsewhere was of a single bird near Roscoe on the 
North Platte River 5 Jul (BWh); nesting has occurred in this area previously. 

Golden Eagle: Reports were routine of this uncommon western resident. 

Northern Harrier: The only report from the east, where breeding is not expected, was 
of one at Maskenthine WMA, Stanton Co, 24 Jul (MJo); it may have been a 
non-breeding immature. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: One was rather late at FF 2 Jun (EB); such late birds are 
usually non-breeding immatures; spring ELDs are 28 May-1 Jun. 

Cooper's Hawk: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder. 

Northern Goshawk: A report with few details but from experienced observers was 
received of a bird suggestive of this species over West Ash Creek Creek, 
Dawes Co, 15 Jun (KD, MS, RSh). The few summer reports of goshawk are 
from the Pine Ridge and are thought to be birds from the Black Hills, South 
Dakota, breeding population. 

Bald Eagle: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide resident, except 
southwest and southern Panhandle. 

Mississippi Kite: Reports were from known summering locations, North Platte, 
Lincoln Co, Imperial, Chase Co, and Ogallala, Keith Co (m. ob.). Numbers 
in North Platte are eclipsing those in Ogallala; best count at North Platte was 
13 on 30 Jun (LKe). Two half-grown nestlings were being fed in North Platte 
10 Jul (BEd photo). 
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Red-shouldered Hawk: None were reported of this locally rare regular breeder 
(resident?) southeast. 

Broad-winged Hawk: There were six reports, five in the Missouri River Valley 2- 26 
Jun, and one a bit northwest of the expected lower Missouri River Valley 
summer range in Madison Co 6 Jul (RH). The number of summer (Jun-Jul) 
reports is similar to the past two summers, suggestive of continuing breeding 
in the Lower Missouri River Valley, although there are few documented 
reports. 

Swainson's Hawk: Reports from the southeast, where breeding is rare, if it occurs at 
all, are likely of non-breeding immatures. There were three such reports this 
summer: one was at Wagon Train Lake, Lancaster Co, 16 Jun (BBr), one was 
over CBL 1 Jul (STo), and two were over Douglas Co 8 Jul (CNo). 

Red-tailed Hawk: A western Buteo jamaicensis calurus was reported in Smiley 
Canyon, Sioux Co, 25 Jun (DMa), an unexpected date for this Nebraska 
winter visitor that has spring ELDs around 10 Apr. Although P. j. calurus 
breeds in most of Wyoming and some juveniles move north as late as Jun, 
this is a rare find. 

Ferruginous Hawk: Reports were routine of this uncommon breeder west, north, and 
southwest. 

Barn Owl: Reports were routine of this uncommon breeder west and southwest, rare 
elsewhere. 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Reports were routine of this common resident east and central, 
uncommon west. 

Great Horned Owl: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Burrowing Owl: The easterly colony at Hultine WPA, Clay Co, continues; a brood 
of five dependent fledglings and an adult were there 19 Jul (EW1) and an 
additional pair with one fledgling on 20 Jul for a total of eight (SKr). Perhaps 
the second most easterly colony is at Prairie Dog WPA, Kearney Co, where 
seven adults and young were present 28 Jul (BBr). 

Barred Owl: Reports were routine of this fairly common resident east. 

Long-eared Owl: None were reported of this rare statewide resident. 

Short-eared Owl: None were reported of this rare statewide resident. 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: None were reported of this rare western breeder despite 
numerous spring reports. 

Belted Kingfisher: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder. 

Lewis's Woodpecker: The only report was of one at the only known current summer 
location in the state, Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 2 Jun (SMe). 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and 
central, uncommon west. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common resident east and 
south, uncommon north, rare west. 

Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common resident east and central, 
fairly common west. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common resident west, fairly 
common central and east. 

Northern Flicker: There were eight reports by visiting observers, five by one 
observer, of “Red-shafted” Flickers in the Panhandle. No details were 
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provided, and so it is likely these were all intergrades. Pure Red-shafted 
Flickers might occur in the intergrade zone with “Yellow-shafted” Flickers, 
but there are no such breeding season records. 

Pileated Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this uncommon southeastern breeder. 

American Kestrel: Nests were found in five of 36 nest boxes set out in Seward Co; 
as of 4 Jun, nesting was 1-2 weeks later than in 2017 (JG). 

Merlin: One was reported without details from Fort Robinson, Sioux Co, 25 Jun. This 
would be the first Pine Ridge report of Merlin since 2008 and is under eBird 
review. 

Peregrine Falcon: Reports were routine of this locally uncommon eastern city 
resident. 

Prairie Falcon: One reported in Lincoln Co 4 Jul (BWh) was east of the expected 
summer range. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this uncommon spring migrant east 
and central, rare west; spring ELDs are 14-16 Jun. 

Western Wood-Pewee: Numbers continue to increase at the eastern edge of the 
summer range in the Niobrara River Valley. There were numerous reports 
from the NVP, including four birds on 29 Jun (TJW). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: Westerly edge-of-range reports were of several in northeastern 
Cherry Co, including seven on Nature Conservancy property on 4 Jun (AMe), 
one at NNF Bessey, Thomas Co, 26 Jun (B&NL), two in Loup Co 4 Jun 
(WF), and two in Keith Co 23 Jun (WJW). 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: None were reported of this rare eastern spring migrant; 
ELDs are 1-4 Jun. 

Acadian Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this locally uncommon southeastern 
breeder. 

Alder Flycatcher: One at SCP 4 Jun (JSS) was tardy; spring ELDs are 4-5 Jun. 

Willow Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this uncommon breeder statewide except 
southwest. 

Least Flycatcher: Two tardy birds were at different Lancaster Co locations 4 Jun 
(LKo, JSS); ELDs for spring are 3-4 Jun. 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this uncommon north- 
western breeder. 

Eastern Phoebe: First juvenile was noted 28 Jun in Hall Co (RBr). 

Say's Phoebe: Furthest northeast reports were of singles in Brown Co 3 Jun (DSa) 
and 27 Jun (TJW); there are few breeding season reports (mid-Apr through 
mid-Jul) in the eastern Sandhills and Niobrara River Valley and breeding in 
the northcentral and northeast is not expected. 

Cassin's Kingbird: Reports were routine of this fairly common western breeder. 

Western Kingbird: Reports were routine of this common breeder west and central, 
fairly common east. 

Eastern Kingbird: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: The reports were from previously-known locations, but 
without evidence of breeding: one was along Denton Road, Lancaster Co, 14 
Jun (JSS), and one was seen and photographed near Hebron, Thayer Co, 6, 
23, and 30 Jun (MB, EBr, SMe, LBr). 
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Loggerhead Shrike: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder central and 
west, uncommon east. 

Bell’s Vireo: This species is a rare breeder in the Panhandle, with most of the 20 or so 
records from the White River Valley, including its tributaries eastward in the 
Pine Ridge; 1-2 were along Kings Canyon Road, Dawes Co, 19-20 Jun (ERa, 
BKr, EK1). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: Singles at the NVP, Brown Co, 3 Jun (DSa) and on Nature 
Conservancy property in northeastern Cherry Co 4 Jun (AMe) were west of 
the expected summer range in the Niobrara River Valley and were likely 
migrants. 

Blue-headed Vireo: None were reported of this uncommon eastern spring migrant; 
spring ELDs are 6-12 Jun. 

Plumbeous Vireo: As far as is known, breeding in the Wildcat Hills is unproven, but 
this summer several reports suggest that there may be an establishing or 
previously overlooked population there. One was in the eastern part of 
Wildcat Hills SRA in Scotts Bluff Co 12 Jun (TG), along Hubbard's Gap 
Road in Banner Co 3 were found 24 Jun (WJW) and one on 30 Jul (EBr, 
MB), and one was at the Croft residence on the north edge of the Wildcat 
Hills SRA 30 Jul (CCf, EBr, MB). A territorial pair was found 4 Jul 2017 in 
the same place as the 12 Jun 2018 record cited above (TG). The breeding 
season record for Wildcat Hills 1s of one on 21 Jul 2012 (SMa). It is possible 
that late Jul reports are of early fall migrants or dispersers. 

Warbling Vireo: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Red-eyed Vireo: Reports were routine of this common breeder east, locally common 
elsewhere. 

Pinyon Jay: None were reported of this rare local Panhandle resident. 

Blue Jay: Reports were routine of this common resident east and central, fairly 
common west. 

Black-billed Magpie: All but one of the reports were from the Panhandle in expected 
locations; notable were up to eight around Fort Robinson, Sioux and Dawes 
Cos (m. ob.), and up to three at Scotts Bluff NM (m. ob.). The only report 
east of the Panhandle was of one at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, 29 Jul 
(MAn), a known location. 

American Crow: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Horned Lark: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Purple Martin: Occurrence in parts of the southwest 1s sporadic, despite a sizeable 
colony in Benkelman, Dundy Co, and at Ogallala, Keith Co; a colony in 
Imperial, Chase Co, is barely established, and only the fourth record from 
Grant, Perkins Co, was of one on 13 Jun (JGJ). 

Tree Swallow: The 400 at Lake Wanahoo, Saunders Co, 8 Jul (J&LS) was an excellent 
early fall flock; peak counts are 750-1225 and occur 8-15 Sep. 

Violet-green Swallow: The provenance of two at Oliver Res, Kimball Co, 4 Jul (DOI) 
was puzzling; they may have been breeders there, although the nearest known 
breeding is in the Wildcat Hills. They were more likely early fall migrants, 
possibly failed breeders; early fall dates are in mid-Jul. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: A good tally was the 100 rather early migrants at 
Lake Wanahoo, Saunders Co 8 Jul (J&LS). 
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Bank Swallow: A mind-boggling estimate of 9800 in one group on wires and on the 
road in eastern Otoe Co 23 Jul (WRS) wasn’t even a record high count; that 
was the 10,000 at Funk WPA, Phelps Co, 30 Jul 2000. 

Cliff Swallow: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide breeder. 

Barn Swallow: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Black-capped Chickadee: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide 
resident. 

Tufted Titmouse: Reports were routine of this fairly common southeastern resident. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: There are a few breeding season reports away from known 
breeding locations without evidence of breeding; 1-2 were at Smith Lake 
WMA, Sheridan Co, 15-16 Jun (EKI), 1-2 were at Cemetery Road, Atkinson, 
Holt Co, 19 Jun (EBr, LBr, DH), and one was in Buffalo Co 10 Jul (BBr). In 
Lancaster Co, two were at the same residential feeder as in Jun 2017 on 5 Jul 
(RSt); there are several previous reports of summering birds in Lancaster Co. 
One in Sarpy Co 26 Jul (MCI) was rather early; fall EEDs away from 
summering locations are 25-27 Jul. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were routine of this common resident east, 
central, and northwest. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Reports were routine of this common Panhandle resident. 

Brown Creeper: None were reported of this locally rare resident east and northwest. 

Rock Wren: Easternmost reports were from the easternmost regular summer location 
in the North Platte River Valley, LM; 1-2 were at the south side of Kingsley 
Dam 11 Jun-8 Jul (TG, MBo, IN 

House Wren: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Sedge Wren: The well-known early fall arrival of singing birds was a bit early this 
year; one was at Flanagan Lake, Douglas Co, 5 Jul (SMa), and 2-3 were at 
Glacier Creek Preserve, Douglas Co, 6-7 Jul (JR). Fall EEDs are 8-10 Jul. 
Reports in Jun are likely breeders; such reports have been rare until recently 
in the southeast. This Jun, the three reports were all from Lancaster Co: 
Conestoga Lake 11 Jun (TG), LSWNP 23 Jun (RSt), and Shoemaker Marsh 
16 Jun (AHa). 

Marsh Wren: Reports were routine of this common breeder north and west (western 
song type); uncommon breeder northeast, rare southeast (May-Jun; eastern 
song type); uncommon regular breeder east and east-central (Jul-Aug; eastern 
song type). 

Carolina Wren: There are numerous reports in summer north and west of the current 
breeding range, most are apparently dispersing birds without evidence of 
breeding. Outliers this summer were singles in Holt Co 1 Jul (RJo) and in 
Loup Co 16 Jun (TJW). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder east, 
south, and west, uncommon north. 

Eastern Bluebird: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central, 
uncommon west. 

Mountain Bluebird: Reports were routine of this fairly common Panhandle breeder. 

Veery: None were reported of this rare spring migrant east and west; spring ELDs are 
5-7 Jun. 
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Gray-cheeked Thrush: None were reported of this uncommon spring migrant east, 
rare central; spring ELDs are 3-6 Jun. 

Swainson’s Thrush: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant; spring ELDs are Jun 6-7 (east, south) and Jun 17-19 (north, west). 

Wood Thrush: Unexpected so far west in the North Platte River Valley was one 
recorded by experienced observers near Lisco, Garden Co, 12 Jun (SAg, 
VRo, AKr, TBr). Prior to this record, there had been no reports in the Platte 
River Valley west of Platte Co since the 1970s. 

American Robin: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Gray Catbird: There are few reports from the western Sandhills; only the second from 
Smith Lake WMA, Sheridan Co, was one there 25 Jun (EKI). 

Brown Thrasher: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Sage Thrasher: One photographed at Hubbard’s Gap, Banner Co, 30 Jun (KD, AK) 
was on a date in the middle of the breeding season (egg dates are 3 Jun-28 
Jul in South Dakota), although a search did not find any evidence of nesting 
and the bird was probably an unattached adult (Wayne Mollhoff, pers, 
comm.). Reports have increased in recent years in Scotts Bluff, Banner, and 
Kimball Cos. 

Northern Mockingbird: Records are fewest in the north but are increasing in recent 
years; of 16 total records there, including three breeding records, 14 have 
occurred since 2005. Four of these were this summer, from Knox 9 Jun (MB, 
SMe), Garden 16 Jun (EKI), Box Butte 14 Jun (MB, EBr, LBr), and Dawes 
16 Jun (BSt) Cos. 

European Starling: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Cedar Waxwing: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder east and central, 
uncommon west. 

House Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

House Finch: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Red Crossbill: A major surprise, and the only crossbills reported east of the 
Panhandle, were a male and female in Washington Co 3 Jun (RS). 

Pine Siskin: There were three reports from the east 3-9 Jun (GHa, W&PH, JJ) and one 
report of two at Ogallala, Keith Co, 18 Jun (JO); spring ELDs are 15-18 Jun 
away from known breeding locations. The provenance of one in Cuming Co 
12 Jul (LE) is not known; it may have been dispersing from a breeding 
location. Fall EEDs are 6-8 Aug. 

Lesser Goldfinch: Evidence of northward expansion was provided by four feeding 
with American Goldfinches at a Chadron, Dawes Co, feeder 8 Jun (JHg); this 
is the third record north of Scotts Bluff Co in the Panhandle, all three in 2017 
and 2018. All of the numerous additional reports were of up to five at WHNC 
through the period (m. ob.). 

American Goldfinch: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder 
west, locally uncommon north-central. 

McCown’s Longspur: Reports were routine of this locally common breeder in the 
western Panhandle. 

Green-tailed Towhee: None were reported of this rare western Panhandle spring 
migrant; ELDs are 4-7 Jun. 
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Spotted Towhee: Most Nebraska Spotted/Eastern Towhees are intergrades, although 
phenotypically “pure” birds of either species may appear anywhere in the 
virtually statewide hybrid zone. Spotted Towhee genes predominate north 
and west, Eastern genes south and east. The 10 reports (m. ob.) of Spotted 
Towhees from the southeast undoubtedly included birds with Eastern 
Towhee genes; however, there were only five reports of “Spotted x Eastern 
Towhee” in eBird. One from Lisco, Garden Co, was collected 12 Jun and 
deposited in the Cornell University Museum of Vertebrates (CUMV; SAg, 
VRo, AKr, TBr). 

Eastern Towhee: Westernmost phenotypic Easterns were the three reports for Lincoln 
Co (TJW, BWh), MHe); these undoubtedly included birds with Spotted 
Towhee genes, despite one singing a “perfect” Eastern Towhee song (TJW). 

Cassin's Sparrow: Reports were from the expected southern Panhandle and 
Southwest range, although the distribution extends significantly in some 
years; Cassin's were “way more numerous this year" in central Sioux Co 
(AP1), and one was singing along Highway 71 in Dawes Co just south of the 
Pine Ridge 21 Jun (BKr). Best count was the 34 found in four hours on a 16- 
point survey of a one km area on 745 Road in Chase Co 23 Jun (WJW^),; this 
may be the best spot in Nebraska for this species. Summer high counts are 
33-37. 

Chipping Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder, 
uncommon extreme southwest and western Sandhills. 

Brewer's Sparrow: The only report of this fairly common western Panhandle breeder 
was of two along the northern Henry Road, Sioux Co, 1 Jun (SM). 

Field Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and east-central, 
uncommon west-central. 

Vesper Sparrow: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder north and east, 
uncommon elsewhere. 

Lark Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Lark Bunting: One in York Co 1 Jun (SFr) was only the 7th spring migrant in the east 
since 1993. 

Savannah Sparrow: None were reported of this locally uncommon Panhandle 
breeder. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Along with the 34 Cassin's Sparrows noted above on 23 Jun, 
the same Chase Co study area had an “astounding” 88 Grasshopper Sparrows 
(WJW). 

Henslow’s Sparrow: Most reports were from the two best-known breeding locations, 
Burchard WMA, Pawnee Co, and Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co. At the 
latter, a transect found 16 on 12 Jun (RSt), second-highest tally on record 
behind 31. The only other reports were from McConnell Meadow, a 
previously-known nesting site near Martell, Lancaster Co, where three were 
found 5 Jun (MB, EBr) and one on 6 Jun (SMe). 

Song Sparrow: Summer locations ofthis species in the Panhandle are very few. There 
appears to be a small population establishing at Smith Lake WMA, Sheridan 
Co, where singles were present 15 and 16 Jun (EKI). This is the only known 
breeding site in the western Sandhills. In Scotts Bluff Co, the only other 
known Panhandle summer location, there are increasing breeding season 
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reports; one was at Scotts Bluff NM 27 Jul (RMc). In the North Platte River 
Valley, only the third report between LM and Scotts Bluff Co was of one near 
Lisco, Garden Co, 12 Jun (SAg, VRo, AKr, TBr). 

Swamp Sparrow: Three of the six reports of this erratically-distributed species were 
from the main north-central Nebraska range in Keya Paha, Brown, and 
Sherman Cos (DSa, WF, TJW); the others were from known disjunct 
breeding locations in Lincoln (LKe), Stanton (JTh), and Madison (RH) Cos. 

Harris’s Sparrow: None were reported of this common spring migrant east, 
uncommon central, rare west. Spring ELDs are 9-10 Jun, and there are a few 
records for later in Jun and Jul. 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: This is the only expected junco form in summer; 
the single report was of one in Smiley Canyon, Sioux Co, 4 Jul (KLe). 

Yellow-breasted Chat: One in Hall Co 27 Jun (TJW) was easterly; there are few 
reports east of Buffalo Co in the Platte River Valley. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Reports were routine of this common breeder north- 
central and west, locally fairly common east and south. 

Bobolink: Only the 6th record south of Lincoln Co and west of Furnas and Gosper 
Cos was of one in Chase Co 19 Jun (EK1). 

Eastern Meadowlark: The Jun-Jul (and May-Aug) distribution of this species in 
Nebraska is enigmatic. It is a common breeder in the southeast, and locally 
common in western Sandhills meadows. Elsewhere, there are few records; 
these are statewide including the Pine Ridge, most undocumented and 
unreviewed by eBird reviewers, but generally associated with meadows. 
Wherever possible, I urge observers to record songs of putative Eastern 
Meadowlarks anywhere in the western half of the state. The only 
spectrogram on eBird for Nebraska May-Aug, all years, appears to be of a 
Western Meadowlark. Outlying reports this summer were of two in northern 
Holt Co 2 Jun (L&MT) and one near Maywood, northwestern Frontier Co, 
19 Jun (E&LF). A late spring report was of one singing in Scotts Bluff Co 
20 May (MB, EBr). 

Western Meadowlark: Reports were routine of this abundant breeder west, central, 
and northeast, common southeast. 

Orchard Oriole: This species begins to flock in mid-Jul and leave the breeding 
grounds in Aug. A mixed age and sex flock of 12 was at BOL 16 Jul (LE). 

Bullock’s Oriole: Males leave early, usually in Jul; one was near Mitchell, Scotts 
Bluff Co, 13 Jul (KD). Late dates for males are in mid-Jul. 

Baltimore Oriole: Rare in the Pine Ridge area, there were three reports: singles were 
at Fort Robinson, Dawes Co, 2 Jun (SMe) and 9 Jul (JNi) and in Sowbelly 
Canyon, Sioux Co, 2 Jun (SMe). No details regarding possible introgression 
with Bullock’s Oriole were provided. 

Red-winged Blackbird: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, 
statewide breeder. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Brewer’s Blackbird: There were several reports east of the expected western 
Panhandle breeding range, suggestive of range expansion, tardy migrants, or 
merely “summer wanderers”, a propensity of this species. An apparently 
non-breeding flock of 20 at Hubbard’s Gap, Banner Co, 11 Jun may have 
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been tardy migrants (WM); spring movement is still underway over much of 
the west and central in the first 10 days of Jun, while nesting colonies are 
already establishing. Reports east of the expected summer range were in 
Cheyenne Co, where five were found 2 Jul (STo) and 15 on 9 Jul (OBu), 
Garden Co, seven on 27 Jun (MSh), and Box Butte Co, four on 3 Jul (KLe). 
Fall flocking may begin in Jul; a mixed-age flock of 45 was near Fort 
Robinson, Dawes Co, 23 Jul (SLe). 

Common Grackle: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide breeder. 

Great-tailed Grackle: Reports were essentially statewide as this species continues its 
northward colonization of Nebraska. Reports from far north Nebraska were, 
oddly, all of singles; none of the reports indicated sex of the birds, although 
pioneering males would be expected. The reports were 2 Jun in northern Holt 
Co (L&MT), 30 Jun in northern Brown Co (JNi), 5 Jul at Merritt Reservoir, 
Cherry Co (ODa), 10 Jul Valentine NWR, Cherry Co (ODa), and 8 Jul 
Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co (JNi). 

Ovenbird: Good numbers continue at NNF Bessey, Thomas Co, where this species 
appears to have established as a breeder although, as yet, evidence is lacking. 
Up to three were reported 12 Jun- 9 Jul (JNi, KKu spectro, B&NL). Only the 
second breeding season report from the Republican River Valley was one in 
Nuckolls Co 9 Jul (JJ); breeding is unknown in that drainage. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: The three reports were from known summering locations at 
PRSP (TG), Schramm SP, Sarpy Co, (SMa) and PSP (SMa). 

Black-and-white Warbler: One in Cedar Co 11 Jun (AMe) was likely a late migrant, 
since breeding is unknown there; spring ELDs are 9-11 Jun. 

Prothonotary Warbler: The three reports were of an apparent pair at a known 
breeding site on Marsh Trail at FF 2-23 Jun (THa and Young Birders Group; 
m. ob.). 

Tennessee Warbler: None were reported of this common spring migrant east, 
uncommon central, rare west; spring ELDs are 10-11 Jun. 

MacGillivray's Warbler: None were reported of this uncommon spring migrant west 
and west-central; spring ELDs are 3-8 Jun. 

Mourning Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east, 
uncommon central; spring ELDs are 12-15 Jun. 

Kentucky Warbler: Reports were routine of this uncommon eastern breeder. 

Common Yellowthroat: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

American Redstart: One at Grove Lake, Antelope Co, 26 Jun (JCo) was in an area 
where breeding is not known; there are only two previous records in the 
Elkhorn River Valley from Madison Co westward. 

Cerulean Warbler: A belated report was of one at PRSP 6 Jun 1997, identified 
recently from a spectrogram (DL). 

Northern Parula: Reports were routine of this uncommon eastern breeder. 

Magnolia Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east, 
uncommon central; spring ELDs are 4 Jun (three times). 

Yellow Warbler: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant 
east, uncommon central; spring ELDs are 5-8 Jun. 
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Blackpoll Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east 
and central, uncommon west; spring ELDs are 7-8 Jun. 

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: One at NVP 3 Jun (DSa) was a rather late 
migrant, although spring ELDs in the north and west are 12-15 Jun. 
Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler: Reports were routine of this uncommon 

northwestern breeder. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: None were reported after May of this locally rare eastern 
breeder. 

Wilson’s Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east and 
west, uncommon central; spring ELDs are 7-8 Jun. A report of one in 
Washington Co 26 Jun is under eBird review. 

Summer Tanager: Reports were routine of this locally fairly common southeastern 
breeder. 

Scarlet Tanager: Spring ELDs are 29 May-1 Jun, and so probably a potential local 
breeder was one on Nature Conservancy property just east of Smith Falls SP 
4 Jun (AMe). This is only the fifth summer record for Cherry Co, all in the 
Niobrara River Valley. 

Western Tanager: There are recent breeding season reports in the Wildcat Hills, 
Scotts Bluff Co, but breeding there is as yet unproven; two were there 11 Jun 
(SAg, AKr, VRo, TBr). 

Northern Cardinal: Establishment of a population in the Pine Ridge is slow; the three 
reports this year are the 15th-17th there, most of these since 2005. Two were 
at Fort Robinson SP, Dawes Co, 2 Jun (SMe), another there at Soldier Creek 
Campground 23 Jun (BKr), and one in West Ash Canyon, Dawes Co, 21 Jun 
(BKr, EK1). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: One was reported without details at Fort Robinson SP 25 
Jun (MSh); phenotypically pure Rose-breasteds are expected within the 
central Nebraska hybrid zone with Black-headed Grosbeaks, but the 
Panhandle is well west of the expected occurrences of hybrids. No hybrids 
were reported, despite the hybrid zone covering about a third of the state. 

Black-headed Grosbeak: One in near Niobrara, Knox Co, 8 Jun (DSa) was somewhat 
east of the expected range of phenotypically pure Black-headed, but not 
unexpected; the species is a regular breeder east to the NVP. 

Blue Grosbeak: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder. 

Lazuli Bunting: All reports of this species were, as expected, from the Panhandle. 
Only two hybrids were reported, one well-described in Logan Co 29 Jun 
(WF), somewhat east of the hybrid zone, and the other, surprisingly, in the 
far east at FF 23 Jun (STa photo). 

Indigo Bunting: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and east-central, 
rare west-central and west. 

Dickcissel: Although this species has traditionally been considered a rare bird in the 
Panhandle, undergoing periodic incursions, recent years suggest that it now 
occurs regularly there, with numbers being the main variant rather than 
distribution. 
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An Observed Instance of Cooper’s Hawk (Accipiter cooperii) 
Predation on a Chicken in an Urban Environment 


By Don Arp, Jr., MA 
7220 Tallgrass Parkway 
Apt. 301E 

Lincoln, NE 68521 
DonArpJr@gmail.com 


On February 21, 2015, I had the opportunity to observe a Cooper’s Hawk 
(Accipiter cooperii) attack, kill, and feed on a chicken in an urban environment. The 
Missouri Department of Conservation notes that, ^People used to kill sharp-shinned 
and Cooper's hawks because they were deemed ‘destroyers’ of birds, including, 
sometimes, free-roaming juvenile poultry" (MDC, Sharp-shinned). And destructive 
they could be. Fisher, in discussing Cooper's Hawk, notes that: 


“This species is preeminently a “Chicken Hawk," as may be seen 
from the foregoing citations. Its devastations in this direction are 
much greater than those of all the other hawks and owls together, 
with the possible exception of the Sharp-shinned Hawk, which 
attacks much smaller chickens." (Fisher 1893). 


This was a rare opportunity to observe this “chicken hawk" as it exploited 
recent trends in urban chicken raising as a food source. An urban presence also 
denotes a change in Cooper’s Hawk habitat: “Once thought averse to towns and cities, 
Cooper's Hawks are now fairly common urban and suburban birds. Some studies 
show their numbers are actually higher in towns than in their natural habitat, forests" 
(Cornell Lab of Ornithology 2017). 


The hawk was determined to be an Accipiter due to the fact that it was 
significantly smaller than a Red-tailed Hawk and had a long tail and a small beak. It 
was judged to be a Cooper's Hawk and not a Sharp-shinned Hawk based on size. In 
the photo I was able to obtain, comparison of the hawk to the downspout allowed a 
rough estimate of the length of the bird at 16 inches, in the range of a Cooper's Hawk: 
15 to 18 inches. (MDC, Cooper’s Hawk) In contrast, the size range of a Sharp-shinned 
Hawk is 11 to 14 inches. (MDC, Sharp-shinned Hawk) While the gender is a matter 
of conjecture based on size (larger for females and smaller for males), the hawk was 
clearly an adult. It had red eyes and dense reddish barring on the underparts, both 
characteristics of an adult bird. (Cornell Lab of Ornithology 2017). 
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Cooper’s Hawk with domestic chicken, Lincoln, Lancaster Co., 21 February 2015. 
Photo by Don Arp, Jr. 
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The attack occurred around 1:10 p.m. on February 21, 2015, in Lincoln, 
Nebraska, in a residential area that is often referred to as the Bethany neighborhood. 
With large mature trees and landscape hedges, it provided excellent cover for the 
hawk’s attack. Weather data for that day show a low temperature of 18 degrees 
Fahrenheit and a high temperature of 40 degrees Fahrenheit. There was residual snow 
cover in some areas, as Lincoln had experienced snowfall on February 1 (4.9 inches) 
and February 4 (6.6 inches). 


One resident in the area raised chickens of various breeds in a backyard coop 
and allowed them to roam free in the yard and the yards of neighbors. The chicken in 
question, a not-yet-full-grown specimen with black feathers and of unknown breed, 
jumped the fence to forage in a neighbor’s yard. The area it landed in was bordered 
on the south edge by a hedgerow some 7 feet in height. Opposite this row, about 8 
feet away, was the house on the north edge. The east edge consisted of a chain link 
fence about 25 feet away. The western edge was bounded by the street roughly 40 feet 
away. 


Several elements hampered my ability to observe the attack. First, the attack 
and subsequent feeding occurred on private property and the property owners could 
not be reached to gain permission to access the grounds. That said, the area was within 
40 feet of a public sidewalk, which afforded a clear vantage point. Given the 
spontaneous nature of the event, the author was only equipped with a smartphone and 
a notebook with which to record the event. Due to the limitations of the smartphone 
and the distance involved, photographs of the event are not as clear as was desired. 


The chicken, foraging in the above described area, did not see the approach 
of the hawk as it flew around a hedgerow and swooped down, pinning the chicken to 
the ground. The chicken let out several cries, but the hawk quickly attacked the head, 
killing the chicken. This action is unusual for a Cooper’s Hawk, which prefers to kill 
its prey “by repeated squeezing” (Cornell Lab of Ornithology 2017). The Missouri 
Department of Conservation notes that Cooper's Hawks “fly swiftly, emerging from 
the cover of the trees and shrubs, surprising their prey” (MDC, Cooper’s Hawk). The 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology notes the danger of this technique, citing a study that 
showed 69 of 300 skeletons examined had “healed-over fractures in the bones of the 
chest, especially of the furcula, or wishbone”. 


The hawk attempted to take off with the chicken, but it was too heavy. The 
carcass was dragged a few feet toward a house before the hawk felt sheltered enough 
to begin plucking feathers, working from the neck area to the top portion of the leg on 
the chicken's right side. Once enough feathers had been removed, the hawk began 
feeding on the breast meat. Over the next 4 hours, the hawk would alternate between 
moments of feeding and simply guarding its kill. During this entire period, the hawk 
never left the chicken carcass. Attempts to get close enough to take photographs 
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proved difficult due to limited property access and the hawk flapping its wings and 
calling out. 


By sunset, about 4 hours after initially killing the chicken, the hawk finally 
abandoned its kill. The hawk, while it had plucked most of the right side of the chicken 
from the head to the top of the leg, apparently fed almost exclusively on the breast 
meat and did not turn the bird over to pluck and feed on the other side. Based on the 
size of the chicken, the hawk had access to probably less than 6 ounces of meat on 
each breast, which is still a significant amount given that a Cooper’s Hawk weighs 
between 7.8 and 14.5 oz. (Cornell Lab of Ornithology 2017). From what could be 
observed, the meat of the right breast was not removed entirely and was very shredded 
in appearance after the hours of feeding. 
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Don Arp, Jr., is a Lincoln resident who is a PhD student in Creative Writing 
at Middlesex University in London. Don and his wife, Laura, enjoy watching and 
listening to the birds in their Fallbrook neighborhood. 
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Possible Double-brooding in Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 
(Tyrannus forficatus) 


Wayne J. Mollhoff 

2354 Euclid St. 

Ashland NE 68003 
wmollhoff@netscape.net 


In a follow-up visit to the site near Alexandria, Thayer Co., where I 
documented a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher nest with eggs in 2017, I found a pair present 
at the same site on 8 June 2018. After some searching, I found that their nest, with 4 
eggs, was built in the same upright crotch of the same branch where it was located the 
year before. I knew it was a completely new nest, since the previous nest had been 
removed after the nesting season the year before. 


On a second visit on 13 August 2018, to see if the birds and/or young might 
still be present, I saw an adult appear and then leave as I approached. I planned to 
check the nest to learn what I could, but found that no trace remained of the nest. 
While I was searching the area, a Northern Mockingbird with food in its beak appeared 
briefly before leaving again. While searching the few scattered, scrubby hackberry 
trees in the area, I spotted what I thought was the mockingbird nest, just above eye 
level in a tree about 30 feet from the nest I found on 8 June. I reached up, felt a single 
chick, and lifted it out to examine it. It turned out to be a stub-tailed Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher chick about 10 days old, squawking in protest. To my surprise, it slipped 
from my hand and fluttered to the ground, as it was still unable to fly. The adult 
immediately returned and began scolding me. I picked up the chick, snapped a picture 
of it, and returned it to the nest, where it remained when I left. 


Finding an initial nest with the usual clutch of 4 eggs on 8 June, followed 66 
days later by a short-tailed nestling about 10 days old on 13 August, and assuming the 
same pair was responsible for both nests, suggests two options: 1) the first nest failed 
and the later nest was a second attempt, or 2) the first nest was successful, the pair 
built another nest, produced a second clutch and was again successful. Although 
double-brooding by the species is rare, both replacement clutches and double-broods 
have been documented (Regosin 1998). 


The following table shows a typical breeding phenology, beginning with the 
first visit, and showing the expected length of time for each part of the breeding cycle 
(Regosin 1998). The table also shows that there is enough time for either option: a 
replacement clutch or a second brood, to explain what I found. I think this is more 
likely to be double-brooding by the same pair for several reasons. 


1) The 2017 nest and the initial 2018 nest were placed in exactly the same 
location in the row of a half-dozen scrubby, dying hackberry trees; thus lending 
credence to it being the same pair of birds. 
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2) The first nest was built into a very constricted space, making it highly 
unlikely to be blown out by a storm, and it was shaded by a small leafy twig that had 
died and lost its leaves since the visit on 8 June 2018. 


3) The first nest was entirely removed. Nota single bit of it remained in place 
on 13 August. Total removal suggests it was taken apart and incorporated into the 
second nest, which was somewhat larger than the first. While I have not witnessed 
Tyrannus sp. re-using material from other nests, I have watched it happen with Pinyon 
Jay, American Robin, and Cedar Waxwing. 


4) The second nest was placed among some leafy twigs that gave shade, same 
as the first nest. 


The above table exhibits the phenology, keeping in mind that any one of the 
stages may be a bit shorter or longer. In addition, there is no record of the time elapsed 
between fledging the first brood and initiating the second attempt or a second nest- 
building, how long the young are fed by the adults, or if the female might begin nest- 
building while still helping feed the fledglings. 


Whichever explanation is correct, it provides information on a species for 
which little detail has been recorded here in the past. 


Editor's Note: Readers are reminded that all native birds and their nests are 
protected by state and/or federal law. Individuals handling adult birds, nestlings or 
eggs are required to obtain both state and federal permits. All individuals are 
encouraged to avoid unnecessarily disturbing or harassing birds, particularly during 
the breeding season. 
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Scissor-tailed Flycatcher chick, approximately 10 days old, Thayer Co., 13 August 2018. 
Photo by Wayne J. Mollhoff. 
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2017 (29th) REPORT OF THE NOU RECORDS COMMITTEE 


Mark A. Brogie - NOU Records Committee Chairperson 
508 Seeley Street 
Creighton, Nebraska 68729 


The functions and methods of the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Records 
Committee (NOURC) are described in its bylaws (NOURC 2010). The committee’s 
purpose is to provide a procedure for documenting unusual bird sightings and to 
establish a list of all documented birds for Nebraska. Accidental and casual species 
for which the NOURC seeks documentation (NOURC Review List) can be found at 
the NOU website www.NOUbirds.org. 


All records mentioned here are available to interested persons at the NOU 
archives at the University of Nebraska State Museum (UNSM), Lincoln, NE. 
Interested parties should contact the current NOU Librarian, whose address can be 
found in the latest issue of The Nebraska Bird Review (NBR). 


State List: 


The following summarizes all revisions made by the American 
Ornithological Society (Chesser et al. 2017) in 2017 including scientific name 
changes and taxonomic realignment that affect the current published “Official List of 
the Birds of Nebraska: 2017" (NOURC 2017, www.NOUbirds.org). This report 
includes all accounts submitted during the 2017 calendar year covering 114 records 
with accession numbers 1858 - 1971. 


Criteria for Accepted Records: 


In order for a record to be accepted, a minimum of six votes in favor 1s 
required with no more than one dissenting vote (NOURC 2010). Records in the 
following categories are classified as accepted: 


I-S - a diagnostic, labeled specimen exists 

I-P - diagnostic, labeled photographic evidence exists 

I-R - a diagnostic, labeled recording exists 

II - three or more independently written diagnostic documentations of the same 
bird exist 

III - one or two independently written diagnostic documentations of the 
same bird exist 


Each account of an accepted record includes a brief statement noting the 
species, class, date, location, and initial(s) of observers. This report summarizes all 
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records accessioned in 2017, discusses any new additions to the state list, and reports 
any changes in firmness of data (1.e. placement in the above acceptance categories) 
of Nebraska birds. Additionally, the list reflects changes in frequency of occurrence, 
as determined by the NOU Records Committee, which reviewed records of bird 
occurrences in Nebraska for 2008 - 2017. Frequency of occurrence is indicated by 
the following terms (NOURC 2017): 


Regular - acceptably reported in 9-10 of the past 10 years. 
Casual - acceptably reported in 4-7 of the past 10 years. 
Accidental - acceptably reported in 0-2 of the past 10 years. 
Extirpated - not acceptably reported in the past 50 years. 
Extinct - no longer found alive anywhere in the world. 


The frequency of occurrence for any species that 1s acceptably reported in 3 
or 8 of the last 10 years is discussed by the committee and placed in a category felt 
most appropriate by the committee. 

With this report, the following changes are made to the “Official List of the 
Birds of Nebraska: 2017” (NOURC 2017). 


2017 Additions/Deletions to the *Official List of the Birds of Nebraska": 
There was one new species added in 2017. 
1. Pacific Wren (Troglodytes pacificus) 


One species was deleted in 2017: Thayer's Gull is now treated as a 
subspecies of Iceland Gull (Larus glaucoides). 


1. Larus thayeri becomes Larus glaucoides thayeri. 


With these revisions, the “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska” continues 
at 462 species. 


Changes Involving Nebraska Species Due to Taxonomic Revisions: 


The Fifty-eighth supplement to the American Ornithological Society’s 
Check-list of North American Birds (Chesser et al. 2017) effected the following 
changes to the “Official List" of Nebraska Birds. 
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The genus Chen has been lumped into the genus Anser. The sequence and 
scientific names for the Anser geese are now as follows. 


Emperor Goose (Chen canagicus becomes Anser canagicus) 
Snow Goose (Chen caerulescens becomes Anser caerulescens) 
Ross’s Goose (Chen rossii becomes Anser rossii) 

Greater White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons) 

Taiga Bean-Goose (Anser fabalis) 


The genus Anas was found to be paraphyletic and has now been split into 
several new genera. The new sequence and scientific names affecting Nebraska 
species are as follows. 


Garganey (Anas querquedula becomes Spatula querquedula) 
Blue-winged Teal (Anas discors becomes Spatula discors) 
Cinnamon Teal (Anas cyanoptera becomes Spatula cyanoptera) 
Northern Shoveler (Anas clypeata becomes Spatula clypeata) 
Gadwall (Anas strepera becomes Mareca strepera) 

Eurasian Wigeon (Anas Penelope becomes Mareca penelope) 
American Wigeon (Anas Americana becomes Mareca americana) 
Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) 

American Black Duck (Anas rubripes) 

Mottled Duck (Anas fulvigula) 

Northern Pintail (Anas acuta) 

Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca) 


The new sequence for the sandpiper family (Scolopacidae) is as follows: 


Upland Sandpiper (Bartramia longicauda) 
Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus) 

Eskimo Curlew (Numenius borealis) 
Long-billed Curlew (Numenius americanus) 
Hudsonian Godwit (Limosa haemastica) 
Marbled Godwit (Limosa fedoa) 

Ruddy Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) 

Red Knot (Calidris canutus) 

Ruff (Calidris pugnax) 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (Calidris acuminata) 
Stilt Sandpiper (Calidris himantopus) 

Curlew Sandpiper (Calidris ferruginea) 
Sanderling (Calidris alba) 

Dunlin (Calidris alpina) 

Baird’s Sandpiper (Calidris bairdii) 

Least Sandpiper (Calidris minutilla) 
White-rumped Sandpiper (Calidris fuscicollis) 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper (Calidris subruficollis) 
Pectoral Sandpiper (Calidris melanotos) 
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Semipalmated Sandpiper (Calidris pusilla) 
Western Sandpiper (Calidris mauri) 
Short-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus) 
Long-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus scolopaceus) 
American Woodcock (Scolopax minor) 
Wilson's Snipe (Gallinago delicata) 

Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularius) 
Solitary Sandpiper (Tringa solitaria) 

Lesser Yellowlegs (7ringa flavipes) 

Willet (Tringa semipalmata) 

Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca) 
Wilson’s Phalarope (Phalaropus tricolor) 
Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus) 
Red Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicarius) 


Northern Harrier has a scientific name change that separates New World 
and Old World populations. 


Northern Harrier (Circus hudsonius) is the species found in Nebraska. 


Northern Shrike has a scientific name change that separates New World and 
Old World populations. 


Northern Shrike (Lanius borealis) is the species found in Nebraska. 
The new sequence for the Finch genera is as follows: 


Fringilla (Brambling) 

Coccothraustes (Evening Grosbeak) 

Pinicola (Pine Grosbeak) 

Leucosticte (rosy-finches) 

Haemorhous (House, Purple and Cassin’s Finches) 
Acanthis (redpolls) 

Loxia (crossbills) 

Spinus (Pine Siskin and goldfinches) 


The common name LeConte’s becomes one word: 


Le Conte’s Thrasher becomes LeConte’s Thrasher 
Le Conte’s Sparrow becomes LeConte’s Sparrow 
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The new sequence and new families for Yellow-breasted Chat, and a 
number of other passerines are as follows: 


Passerellidae (New World sparrows and towhees) 
Icteriidae (Yellow-breasted Chat) 

Icteridae (New World blackbirds) 

Parulidae (New World warblers) 

Cardinalidae (cardinals and allies) 


Accepted Records (Received in 2017): 


Brant (Branta bernicla) 
1. Photographs (Class 1-P, fide EB) were received of an apparent Bb hrota 
(eastern subspecies) shot in Burt Co., 28 October 2017. Accession # 1926. 


Harlequin Duck (Histrionicus histrionicus) 
An immature male discovered at Summit Lake SRA, Burt County, was well 
documented. 
1. Photographs (Class 1-P, BP) by the initial observer 23 December 2017. 
Accession # 1961. 
2. Photograph (Class 1-P, JR) 23 December 2017. Accession # 1962. 
3. Photograph (Class 1-P, MW) 23 December 2017. Accession # 1963. 
4. Photograph (Class 1-P, JGJ) 24 December 2017. Accession # 1964. 
5. Photograph (Class 1-P, SM) 26 December 2017. Accession # 1966. 
6. Photograph (Class 1-P, SB) 27 December 2017. Accession # 1967. 
7. Photograph (Class 1-P, WF) 28 December 2017. Accession # 1968. 
8. Photograph (Class 1-P, SS) 28 December 2017. Accession # 1969. 
9. Photograph (Class 1-P, ER) 29 December 2017. Accession # 1970. 
10. Photograph (Class 1-P, ShM) 30 December 2017. Accession # 1971. 


Black-chinned Hummingbird (Archilochus alexandri) 
1. A photograph (Class 1-P, JB) of an adult male south of Blair, 
Washington Co., present for about one month and last seen 5 July 2017, 
provided Nebraska’s 4th accepted record. Accession # 1912. 


Mew Gull (Larus canus) 
A juvenile observed at Harlan County Reservoir, Harlan County, was well 
documented. 
1. Photographs (Class 1-P, JGJ) by the initial observer 13 December 2017. 
Accession # 1957. 
2. Photographs (Class 1-P, RS) 14 December 2017. Accession # 1958. 
3. Photographs (Class 1-P, NV) 14 December 2017. Accession # 1959. 
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Red-throated Loon (Gavia stellata) 
A bird discovered at Offutt Base Lake, Sarpy Co., was well documented. 
1. Photographs (Class 1-P, JGJ) by the initial observer 29 October 2017. 
Accession # 1927. 

. Photograph (Class 1-P, CO) 29 October 2017. Accession # 1928. 

. Photograph (Class 1-P, BP) 29 October 2017. Accession # 1929. 

. Photograph (Class 1-P, ER) 29 October 2017. Accession # 1930. 

. Photograph (Class 1-P, JG) 31 October 2017. Accession # 1931. 

. Photograph (Class 1-P, MB) 31 October 2017. Accession # 1932. 

. Photograph (Class 1-P, EW) 31 October 2017. Accession # 1933. 

. Photograph (Class 1-P, JeJ) 05 November 2017. Accession # 1936. 

. Photograph (Class 1-P, SB) 05 November 2017. Accession # 1937. 

10. Photograph (Class 1-P, SM) 03 November 2017. Accession # 1938. 

11. Photograph (Class 1-P, ShM) 06 November 2017. Accession # 1939. 


NO ONAN RU L2 


Another sighting was that of a bird at Pawnee Lake, Lancaster County. 
12. Photographs (Class 1-P, CV, MV) 04 November 2017. Accession # 
1934. 


Frigatebird species (Fregata sp.) 
1. Distant photographs (Class 1-P, TS) taken 23 September 2017 were 
received of a frigatebird (not identifiable to species) that was present for “a 
couple weeks” at Copper Dollar Cove, Plattsmouth, Cass County. 
Accession # 1923. 


Brown Booby (Sula leucogaster) 
Nebraska’s second record was found (JD) 29 May 2017 at Harlan County 
Reservoir and reported (LB) to NEBIRDS. The apparent female was well 
documented through 24 June 2017. 
1. Photographs (Class 1-P, JGJ) 31 May 2017. Accession # 1894. 
2. Photograph (Class 1-P, RS) and written description 01 June 2017. 
Accession # 1895. 
3. Written description (Class III, MAB, EMB) 01 June 2017. Accession # 
1896. 
4. Photograph (Class 1-P, BaB) 02 June 2017. Accession # 1897. 
5. Photograph (Class 1-P, BP) 02 June 2017. Accession # 1898. 
6. Photograph (Class 1-P, MW) 03 June 2017. Accession # 1899. 
7. Photograph (Class 1-P, WF) 03 June 2017. Accession # 1900. 
8. Photograph (Class 1-P, TG) 06 June 2017. Accession # 1901. 
9. Written description (Class III, DE) 07 June 2017. Accession # 1902. 
10. Photograph (Class 1-P, RuS) 08 June 2017. Accession # 1903. 
11. Photograph (Class 1-P, ER) 10 June 2017. Accession # 1904. 
12. Photograph (Class 1-P, JS) 12 June 2017. Accession # 1905. 
13. Photograph (Class 1-P, BP) 17 June 2017. Accession # 1906. 
14. Photograph (Class 1-P, GR) 18 June 2017. Accession # 1907. 
15. Photograph (Class 1-P, GW) 19 June 2017. Accession # 1908. 
16. Photograph (Class 1-P, SM) 24 June 2017. Accession # 1909. 
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17. Photograph (Class 1-P, JK) 24 June 2017. Accession # 1910. 
18. Photograph (Class 1-P, AB) 09 June 2017. Accession # 1914. 


Neotropic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax brasilianus) 
A single bird present during the spring and summer at Branched Oak SRA, 
Lancaster County, was documented multiple times. 
1. Photograph (Class 1-P, MW) 01 April 2017. Accession # 1881. 
2. Photograph (Class 1-P, MW) 08 April 2017. Accession # 1883. 
3. Photograph (Class 1-P, SK) 26 April 2017. Accession # 1885. 
4. Photograph (Class 1-P, MW) 22 July 2017. Accession # 1913. 
The NOURC no longer seeks documentation on this species. 


Anhinga (Anhinga anhinga) 
1. A soaring bird was photographed (Class 1-P, WF) 18 May, 2017 at Swan 
Creek WMA, Saline County. Accession # 1878. 


Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus) 
1. Nebraska’s first record in over 100 years was an uninjured bird found in a 
yard in Lincoln, Lancaster Co., 23 September 2017. The bird was 
transferred to the Raptor Recovery Center in Elmwood where it was 
photographed (Class 1-P, BF via JGJ) and held until it was transported to 
Oklahoma where it was released back into the wild on 23 November 2017. 
Accession # 1921. 


Harris’s Hawk (Parabuteo unicinctus) 
A bird discovered at Niobrara State Park, Knox Co., was well documented. 
1. Photographs (Class 1-P, WF) by the initial observer 05 November 2017. 
Accession # 1935. 
2. Written description (Class III, RS) 06 November 2017. Accession # 
1940. 
3. Written description (Class III, MAB) 07 November 2017. Accession # 
1941. 


Another sighting was that of a bird at Swanton SRA, Saline County. This 
location is 200 miles south of the Niobrara bird. 
4. Photograph (Class 1-P, TJW) 16 November 2017. Accession # 1951. 


Williamson’s Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus thyroideus) 
A female discovered at State Farm, North Platte, Lincoln Co., was well 
documented. 
1. Photographs (Class 1-P, BE) by the initial observer 13 November 2017. 
Accession # 1943. 
2. Photograph (Class 1-P, RS) 14 November 2017. Accession # 1944. 
3. Photograph (Class 1-P, JGJ) 14 November 2017. Accession # 1945. 
4. Written description (Class HI, MAB, EMB) 15 November 2017. 
Accession # 1949. 
5. Photograph (Class 1-P, JR) 16 November 2017. Accession # 1950. 
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6. Photograph (Class 1-P, RuS) 17 November 2017. Accession # 1952. 
7. Photograph (Class 1-P, WB) 19 November 2017. Accession # 1953. 
8. Photograph (Class 1-P, SM) 22 November 2017. Accession # 1954. 
9. Photograph (Class 1-P, AB) 24 November 2017. Accession # 1955. 
10. Photograph (Class 1-P, BP) 24 November 2017. Accession # 1956. 


Vermilion Flycatcher (Pyrocephalus rubinus) 
1. An adult female (present 31 March — 04 April 2017) was photographed 
(Class 1-P, KS) at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo County. Accession # 1884. 
2. A single bird was photographed (Class 1-P, AF) 25 October 2017 in 
northern Phelps County. Accession # 1925. 


White-eyed Vireo (Vireo griseus) 
1. A single bird was photographed (Class 1-P, NA) 26 September 2017 at 
UNL East Campus, Lincoln, Lancaster County. Accession # 1920. 


Pacific Wren (Troglodytes pacificus) 
1. Nebraska’s first accepted record was a bird photographed (Class 1-P, 
AH), measured, and banded 14 September 2017 at Chadron State Park, 
Dawes County. Accession # 1918. 
2. Nebraska’s second accepted record was a bird recorded/photographed 
(Class 1-R, SM), 24 December 2017 at Chadron Creek Ranch WMA, 
Dawes County. Accession # 1965. 


Curve-billed Thrasher (Toxostoma curvirostre) 
1. An adult singing bird was photographed (Class 1-P, KMD) 14 May 2017 
at Crescent Lake Headquarters, Garden County. Eye color, lack of distinct 
tail spotting, and three noted “whit-whit-whit” call identify the bird as 
belonging to the westernmost subspecies 7. c. palmeri. Accession # 1891. 


Brambling (Fringilla montifringilla) 
A male bird coming to a feeder in Bellevue, Sarpy County, was well 
documented. This represents the third accepted record for the species in 
Nebraska. 
1. Photograph (Class 1-P, BaP, LP) 08 January 2017 by the initial 
observers. Accession # 1861. 
2. Photograph (Class 1-P, ER) 08 January 2017. Accession # 1862. 
3. Photograph (Class 1-P, SM) 08 January 2017. Accession # 1863. 
4. Photograph (Class 1-P, BP) 08 January 2017. Accession # 1864. 
5. Photograph (Class 1-P, JJ) 09 January 2017. Accession # 1865. 
6. Photograph (Class 1-P, KH) 09 January 2017. Accession # 1866. 
7. Photograph (Class 1-P, EMB) 08 January 2017. Accession # 1870. 
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Evening Grosbeak (Coccothraustes vespertinus) 
1. An immature male bird was photographed (Class 1-P, LH) 13 September 
2017 at Wildcat Hills Nature Center, Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff County. 
Accession # 1916. 
2. An immature was photographed (Class 1-P, BP) 13 September 2017 at 
Wildcat Hills Nature Center, Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff County. Accession # 
1917. 
3. A description (Class III, MW) was received of a male and female bird 
observed 25 October 2017 in Gordon, Sheridan County. Accession # 1924. 


Pine Grosbeak (Pinicola enucleator) 
1. A description (Class III, DM) was received of eight birds observed at a 
feeder in Loup Co., 25 March 2017. Accession # 1880. 


White-winged Crossbill (Loxia leucoptera) 
1. Photographs (Class 1-P, BM) of two birds present at a feeder 08 
November 2017 in Lincoln, Lancaster County. Accession # 1942. 


Golden-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia atricapilla) 
A single bird was found 01 January 2017 in a brush-pile north of Creighton, 
Knox County, and continued into May 2017 was well documented. 
. Photograph (Class I-P, MAB) 01 January 2017. Accession # 1858. 
. Photographs (Class 1-P, BP) 07 January 2017. Accession 1859. 
. Photograph (Class 1-P, MW) 07 January 2017. Accession # 1860. 
. Photograph (Class 1-P, JJ) 12 January 2017. Accession # 1867. 
. Photograph (Class 1-P, WF) 12 January 2017. Accession # 1868. 
. Photograph (Class 1-P, RuS) 13 January 2017. Accession # 1869. 
. Photograph (Class 1-P, EMB) 11 January 2017. Accession # 1872. 
. Photograph (Class 1-P, ER) 05 March 2017. Accession # 18676. 
. Photograph (Class 1-P, SM) 20 March 2017. Accession # 1879. 
10. Photograph (Class 1-P, BB) 01 April 2017. Accession # 1882. 
11. Photograph (Class I-P, MAB) 09 May 2017. Accession # 1887. 


VU GO A Ohn Lä A rz 


Worm-eating Warbler (Helmitheros vermivorum) 
1. A single bird was photographed (Class 1-P, KK) 10 May 2017 at Heron 
Haven, Omaha, Douglas County. Accession # 1888. 


Cape May Warbler (Setophaga tigrina) 
1. A male bird was photographed (Class 1-P, JR) and recorded 17 May 
2017 at Mercer Woods, Omaha, Douglas County. Accession # 1890. 
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Unaccepted Records: 


Records in the following categories are considered unaccepted (NOURC 
2010): 


IV - probably correct, but not beyond reasonable doubt. 
V - a record with insufficient evidence to support the identification claimed. 
VI - a probable released or escaped bird or mistaken identification. 


Each account of an unaccepted record includes a brief statement noting the 
species, class, date, location, and reasons for the committee's non-acceptance of the 
record. 


Unaccepted Records (Received in 2017): 


Mute Swan (Cygnus olor) 
Several committee members questioned the following records due to the 
lack of detailed descriptions and features of the bird relating to possible 
wild origin. 
1. Photographs (Class VI) of an adult bird 16 May 2017 at Conagra Pond, 
Douglas County. Accession # 1889. 
2. Photographs (Class VI) of an adult bird 21 October 2017 at Heartland 
Park, Douglas County. Accession # 1922. 


Black-chinned Hummingbird (Archilochus alexandri) 
1. A description of a single bird in Scotts Bluff Co., 15 August 2017 was 
suggestive of the species but lacked in detail. Class V - Accession # 1915. 


Jaeger species (Stercorarius sp.) 
1. A description of a single bird observed 14 November 2017 at Lake 
North/Babcock, Platte County, lacked detail for acceptance. Class VI - 
Accession # 1947. 


Mew Gull (Larus canus) 
1. A description of two birds observed at Kingsley Dam, Keith Co., 12 
March 2017 was lacking in detail for acceptance. Class V - Accession # 
1877. 


Common Raven (Corvus corax) 
1. A description of four birds observed 26, May 2017 east of Bassett, Rock 
County, lacked detail for acceptance. Class VI - Accession # 1893. 
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Mountain Chickadee (Poecile gambeli) 
1. A description of a bird found in Chadron State Park, Dawes Co., 25 May 
2017 was suggestive of the species but lacked in detail for acceptance. 
Class V - Accession # 1892. 


Varied Thrush (Jxoreus naevius) 
1. A description of a single bird in Sarpy Co., 20 December 2017 was 
suggestive of the species but lacked in detail for acceptance. Class V - 
Accession # 1960. 


Hooded Oriole Ucterus cucullatus) 
1. A description of a single bird observed 30 June 2017 at Gothenburg, 
Dawson County, lacked detail to eliminate similar species. Class VI - 
Accession # 1911. 


Non-Review List Records (Received in 2017): Filed Without Votes: 


The following records are those of species not on the NOURC Review List 
but which have been accessioned due to other circumstances (out-of range, non- 
normal date of occurrence, unusual nesting record, etc.). These records have been 
filed without NOURC votes. 


Pygmy Nuthatch (Sitta pygmaea) 
Photographs were filed of a bird observed at State Farm, North Platte, 
Lincoln County. 
1. Photographs (JGJ) 14 November 2017. Accession # 1946. 
2. Photographs (BE) 15 November 2017. Accession # 1948. 


Hermit Thrush (Catharus guttatus) 
1. Photos (MAB) of a grayish-colored bird 19 February 2017 in Frontier 
County were filed. Accession # 1875. 


Lesser Goldfinch (Spinus psaltria) 
Photographs were filed of a green-backed male coming to a feeder in 
Murray, Cass County. 
1. Photographs (MAB) 14 January 2017. Accession # 1871. 
2. Additional photographs (EMB) 14 January 2017. Accession # 1873. 
3. Additional photographs (BP) 14 January 2017. Accession # 1874. 


Black-throated Blue Warbler (Setophaga caerulescens) 
1. A photograph (PD) of an adult female observed 23 September 2017 in 
Hastings, Adams County, was filed. Accession # 1919. 
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Western Tanager (Piranga ludoviciana) 
1. A written description (EH) of an eastward adult male observed 07 May 
2107 in Pawnee County was filed. Accession # 1886. 
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FALL FIELD REPORT, August-November 2018 


Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 


Readers will quickly note that I continue to make changes in the content and 
format of these Seasonal Reports, primarily because of the ever-increasing use by 
birders of eBird. At least 95% of the reports I compile come from eBird, with 
NEBIRDS still providing very useful sightings, as well as a few records, especially 
photographs, derived from social media. The most obvious change in this report is the 
absence of detailed context information on dates and numbers now that it is easily 
accessed in Birds of Nebraska - Online (BONO, www.birdsofnebraska.org). In these 
accounts I merely state that a date is early or late or a number is high. 


Also modified are the criteria for including species in the summary. Species 
of less-than-annual occurrence (“casual” or “accidental”) are not included unless they 
are reported. All species with rare or higher statuses are included, but if they have no 
reports, I note that. For all species that are rare in part of their ranges or at a certain 
season, I include all reports pertinent to that range segment or season. The comment 
“Routine reports” indicates that there were no reports that provided new early or late 
dates, or high numbers, in other words, nothing that adds to the information in BONO. 


I generally follow decisions by the NOU Records Committee and eBird 
reviewers, although I reserve the right to differ on occasion and explain why in all 
such cases. 


As I do these seasonal reports, I update BONO in real time, and so, with this 
Fall 2018 report, BONO is up to date through 30 Nov 2018. 


A couple of style notes: (1) county names are now italicized, and (2) in the 
accounts, I do not include county names for the major cities of Omaha (Douglas), 
Lincoln (Lancaster), Grand Island (Hall), North Platte (Lincoln), and Scottsbluff 
(Scotts Bluff). 


And finally, sincere thanks to all 101 of you who took the time to get your 
sightings into the record by whatever means. Please let me know if you have 
comments, suggestions, or criticism of this evolving process. 


As far as birds go, this was a relatively quiet season, but, as usual, there was 
much of interest to chew on. Most important in any report are range changes, major 
changes in expected numbers or early and late dates, all of which relate directly to the 
status, positive or negative, of a given species. 
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Waterfowl in general were only average in numbers; new high counts are rare 
these days compared with numbers 20 or so years ago. Two winter finches, Common 
Redpoll and Red Crossbill, that normally arrive in late fall, were virtually unreported. 
Notable range expansions are under way for three forest species: Red-shouldered 
Hawk, Barred Owl, and Pileated Woodpecker. Concern is being expressed for Tufted 
Titmouse, as well as Black-billed Magpie. 


Rarities are of interest to most of us. Topping the list this fall was Nebraska’s 
second Anna’s Hummingbird, a stunning male. A Gray Flycatcher was the 6th state 
record. Black-chinned Hummingbirds continue to be conspicuous in the west with 6th 
and 7th state records. Less dramatic were a Steller’s Jay and a Varied Thrush. State 
level rarities include a pair of elliptical migrants that are almost non-existent in fall: 
the first documented fall record of White-rumped Sandpiper and 7th for Hudsonian 
Godwit. Unexpectedly late were American Redstart (record late by 16 days) and 
Yellow-throated Warbler, the latter far west in North Platte in Nov! Also out of place 
by quite a bit was a Red-naped Sapsucker seen by many NOU members in Brown. A 
group of wood-warblers appeared in robust numbers, notably the 45 Canada Warblers 
and 70 Magnolia Warblers, but also 30 Blackburnian Warblers and 42 Black-throated 
Green Warblers. 


Record high fall counts were set by Chimney Swift, Caspian Tern, Green 
Heron, Mississippi Kite, Broad-winged Hawk (12,000!), Least Flycatcher, Gray 
Catbird, Brown Thrasher, Black-throated Green Warbler (6!), and Indigo Bunting. 
There were numerous second- and third-highest fall counts as well. 


Late dates included a dependent fledgling Northern Cardinal in Dixon County 
31 Oct and record late fall dates for Willow Flycatcher and Louisiana Waterthrush. 
Second- and third-latest dates were established for Snowy Egret and Blue Grosbeak. 
A Lapland Longspur was second-earliest. 


All this and more below! 
ABBREVIATIONS 


ad: adult 

BOL: Branched Oak Lake SRA, Lancaster 
CBL: Capitol Beach Lake, Lancaster 
Cem: Cemetery 

CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden 
CSP: Chadron SP, Dawes 

fem: female 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy 

GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar 

HL: Holmes Lake, Lincoln, Lancaster 
imm: immature 

juv: juvenile 

LM: Lake McConaughy, Keith 
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LNB: Lake North/Babcock, Platte 

LO: Lake Ogallala, Keith 

LPB: La Platte Bottoms, Sarpy 

LSWNP: Lincoln Saline Wetlands Nature Park, Lincoln, Lancaster 
m.ob.: many observers 

MWCW: Marsh Wren Community Wetlands, Lincoln, Lancaster 
NC: Nature Center 

NLB: North Lakes Basin WMA, Seward 

NM: National Monument 

NOU: Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union 

NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 

OR: Oliver Reservoir SRA, Kimball 

PL: Pawnee Lake SRA, Lancaster 

PRSP: Platte River SP, Cass 

PSP: Ponca SP, Dixon 

RA: Recreation Area 

Res: Reservoir 

RWB: Rainwater Basin, including several south-central and southeastern playa basins 
SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster 

SHP: State Historical Park 

SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 

SRA: State Recreation Area 

WHNC: Wildcat Hills NC, Scotts Bluff 

WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area 

WP: Wilderness Park, Lancaster 


OBSERVERS 

Danny Akers (DAk) Pat Dwyer (PDw) 
Wendy Becker (WBe) Boni Edwards (BEd) 
Elliott Bedows (EB) Larry Einemann (LE) 
Eric Bents (EBe) Dave Ely (DEI) 
Stephen Brenner (SBr) William Flack (WF) 
Ed Brogie (EBr) Deb Ford (DFo) 
Mark Brogie (MB) Andrew Furman (AF) 
Barbara Brown (BBr) Tom Gannon (TG) 
Jack Bushong (JBu) Liz Garcia (LGa) 
Ryan Bushong (RBu) Katie Gooby (KGo) 
John Carlini (JCa) Justin Haag (JHg) 
Mary Clausen (MCI) JoAnn Hackos (JHa) 
Jen Corman (JCo) Robin Harding (RH) 
Colin Croft (CC) Kadynn Hatfield (KHa) 
Charlotte Croshaw (CCr) Dave Heidt (DH) 
Olivia DaRugna (ODa) Terese Hill (TH) 
Kathy DeLara (KD) Jane Hollst (JHo) 


Roger Dietrich (RD) 


Bill F. Huser (BFH) 
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Rita Jensen (RJe) 

Jan Johnson (JJ) 

Mark Johnson (MJo) 

Joel G. Jorgensen (JGJ) 
William Kaempfer (WKa) 
Logan Kahle (LKa) 
Lynette Keeshan (LKe) 
Will Kennerley (WKe) 
Bri Kenny (BKy) 

Clem N. Klaphake (CNK) 
Landon Koth (LKo) 

Steve Kruse (SKr) 

Danny Mag (DM) 

Robert Manning (RMa) 
Sam Manning (SMa) 
Sharla Meester (SMe) 
Steve Mlodinow (SM1) 
Tony Moline (TMo) 
Steve Morris (SM) 
Christopher Murray (CMu) 
Jonathan Nikkila (JNi) 
Marsha Nyffeler (MNy) 
Loren & Babs Padelford (L&BP) 
Melissa Panella (MPa) 
Don and Janis Paseka (D&JP) 
Jim Petersen (JPe) 

Brian Peterson (BP) 
Susan Quinn (SQ) 

Lanny Randolph (LR) 
David Rankin (DRa) 

Neal Ratzlaff (NR) 
Edward Raynor (ERa) 
Ben Ream (BRe) 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 


Justin Rink (JR) 

Gary Roberts (GR) 

Paul Roisen (PR) 

Rick Sammons (RSa) 

Jason St. Sauver (JSS) 

Rick Schmid (RS) 

Tom Schmidt (TSc) 

Shari Schwartz (SSc) 

Kathy Schwery (KSc) 

Amy Sheffield (ASh) 

W. Ross Silcock (WRS) 

Marie Smith (MS) 

Dave Stage (DSt) 

Ruth Stearns (RSt) 

Derek Stoner (DSn) 

Linda Sullivan (LSu) 

Phil Swanson (PS) 

Jim & Linda Swenson (J&LS) 

Jason Thiele (JTh) 

Jerry Toll (JT) 

David Tonnessen (DTo) 

Matthew & Cynthia Van Den Broeke 
(M&CV) 

T.J. Walker (TJW) 

Bobby Walz (BWa) 

Don & Marion Weidemann (D&MW) 

Ben Wheeler (BWh) 

Andrea Wiggins (AWi1) 

Michael Willison (MW) 

Julia Wilson (JW1) 

Elizabeth Winter (EW1) 

Colin Woolley (CWo) 

Linda Yungbluth (LYu) 


Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: This rare summer and fall visitor was represented by 
one near Grand Island 13 Aug (fide JGJ) and two at HL 7 Sep (BRe, m. ob.). 


Snow Goose: Routine reports. 


Ross's Goose: Fall numbers are much lower than in spring; best count was the 90 at 


BOL 8 Nov (JGJ). 


Greater White-fronted Goose: Best count was the 1500 at DeSoto NWR, 
Washington 24 Nov (AW1). Up to 10 were in Scotts Bluff 20 Oct-11 Nov 


(D&MW, KD), where rare. 
Cackling Goose: Routine reports. 


Canada Goose: Routine reports. 
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Mute Swan: No presumed wild birds were reported. Single domesticated birds 
continued at Zorinsky Lake, Douglas (m. ob.) and North Park, Holdrege, 
Phelps (JNi). 

Trumpeter Swan: A bit early were three at Kramper Lake, Dakota 10 Nov (BFH). 

Tundra Swan: The only reports of this rare fall migrant were of one at HL 14 Nov 
(SKr, m. ob.) and two near Eli, Cherry 12 Nov (TSc photo). 

Wood Duck: Routine reports. 

Garganey: The only report was without adequate details and so unsubstantiated. 

Blue-winged Teal: Routine reports. 

Cinnamon Teal: None were reported of this rare western fall migrant. 

Northern Shoveler: Routine reports. 

Gadwall: Routine reports. 

American Wigeon: Routine reports. 

Mallard: Routine reports. 

Northern Pintail: The 1000 at LPB 31 Oct (L&BP) was an excellent fall count. 

Green-winged Teal: Routine reports. 

Canvasback: Routine reports. 

Redhead: Routine reports. 

Ring-necked Duck: One at Gillet Lake, Garden 9 Sep (JN1) was early. 

Greater Scaup: Early arrivals were three fem/imms at BOL 11 Oct (LE), one at CBL 
18 Oct (RSt), and one at GPD 20 Oct (EBr, MB, RD). 

Lesser Scaup: Routine reports. 

Surf Scoter: Reports of this rare fall migrant were of about 23 individuals from 7 
locations 7 Oct-12 Nov (m. ob.). One in Madison 7 Oct (LE) was early. 

White-winged Scoter: Reports of this rare fall migrant were of about 15 individuals 
from 8 locations 13 Oct-20 Nov (m. ob.). Four at GPD 13 Oct (SMa) and 
one at CBL 17 Oct (LE) were early. 

Black Scoter: This was an impressive fall for this rare migrant; about 34 individuals 
were reported from four locations 13 Oct-26 Nov (m. ob.), about 24 of these 
from the GPD/Lewis & Clark Lake area (SMa, m. ob.). 

Long-tailed Duck: All reports of this rare fall migrant were of singles at each of five 
locations 30 Oct-24 Nov (m. ob.). 

Bufflehead: Routine reports. 

Common Goldeneye: Routine reports. 

Barrow's Goldeneye: None were reported of this rare winter visitor; arrival dates are 
13-15 Nov. 

Hooded Merganser: Molt of males is completed by early fall, and so one in alternate 
plumage at CLNWR 9 Sep (JN1) was likely an early fall migrant. 

Common Merganser: A fem at Sutherland Reservoir, Lincoln 6 Oct (WBe) was an 
early migrant. Up to 7 likely molt migrants were at LO, a known molt 
migrant site, 9 Aug-15 Sep (m. ob.). 

Red-breasted Merganser: Routine reports. 

Ruddy Duck: A wetland in extreme southeastern Polk hosted up to five birds (JGJ) 
that may have bred there; this area is at the northern edge of the RWB. 

Northern Bobwhite: There were two reports from out-of-range locations based on 
heard calls: one was at Peterson WMA, Sioux 9 Aug (TMo) and one was at 
OR 6 Sep (DAK). The range of this species fluctuates quite a lot year to year, 
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especially into the northwest. Since the typical calls are often mimicked by 
mockingbirds, starlings, etc., a sighting would be important in confirming 
such reports. 

Gray Partridge: The only two reports were within a few miles of each other in the 
expected northeastern Nebraska range, where numbers remain very low. 
Four, two adults and at least two young, were in northern Antelope 16 Aug 
(MB) and an apparent family group of 12 was in southern Knox 28 Aug (MB). 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Routine reports. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: One near Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo 16 Aug (J&LS) was a 
southward straggler. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: The loose flock of 105 in Blaine 28 Nov (WF) was a good 
tally. 

Wild Turkey: Family groups were reported through 20 Sep, when “hens and a juv” 
were in Washington (PDw). 

Pied-Billed Grebe: An ad with dependent young was near Gresham in southeastern 
Polk 25 Aug (JGJ), a bit late. There were several reports in early Aug from 
the southeast, likely due to good water levels, although no other reports of 
breeding were received. 

Horned Grebe: Routine reports. 

Red-necked Grebe: Reports of this rare statewide fall migrant were of a hatch year 
bird at GPD 20-30 Oct (MB, EBr, RD; photos) and a similar bird at LO 20- 
23 Oct (JR, MS photo). 

Eared Grebe: Routine reports. 

Western Grebe: Routine reports. 

Clark’s Grebe: Routine reports. 

Rock Pigeon: Routine reports. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: A new high count for the east was the 231 at a Lincoln 
grain elevator 28 Sep (M&CV). 

White-winged Dove: There were reports from nine locations statewide of about 18 
birds during the period, but, as has been the case, only one of breeding. Nine, 
including juvs, were at a rural Saunders location 3 Sep (JHo) where breeding 
occurred in 2017; this is the 6th record of breeding in the state. 

Mourning Dove: Best tally was a flock of 300 in Sarpy 8 Oct (L&BP); the only higher 
count in the east is 1000 in Omaha 24 Aug 2000. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Singles in Knox 13 Oct (AWi photo) and at FF 18 Oct (L&BP) 
were tardy. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: The only reports of this rare fall migrant were of singles in 
Douglas 7 Sep (JR photo) and Saunders 30 Sep (RMa). 

Common Nighthawk: Routine reports. 

Common Poorwill: Routine reports. 

Chuck-will’s-widow: None were reported of this rare eastern breeder; there are only 
five reports in all for Aug. 

Whip-poor-will: Fall documentation is difficult for this species and the preceding two, 
and so important was a recording of one at PSP 16 Sep (MB, 
https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S48558506). 
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Chimney Swift: A record high fall count was the 695 entering a chimney at 11th and 
K in Lincoln 19 Sep (SSc, JCa photo). Near-record high was the 495 at 13th 
and L in Lincoln 10 Sep (SSc, JCa). 

White-throated Swift: Routine reports. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Tardy were singles in Lincoln 17 Oct (M&CV photo) 
and Omaha 18 Oct (RMa). Rare in fall in the Panhandle were singles 7-9 Sep 
(MS) and 21 Sep (KD). 

Black-chinned Hummingbird: Singles were at two separate locations in Scotts Bluff, 
Nebraska’s 6th and 7th, the first as recent as 2012. One was at the Croft 
feeders 25 Aug-21 Sep (CC, photos, video), and the other about 20 miles 
away at the Smith feeders 18 Sep-2 Oct (MS). This species is expanding 
northward on the Great Plains and will soon become at least a regular fall 
visitor in the Panhandle. 

Anna’s Hummingbird: Nebraska’s second, a stunning male, one of only six records 
of males east of the Rockies, was in a northeast Saunders yard 3-8 Oct (TH, 
m. ob.). 


This male Anna’s Hummingbird, the second Nebraska record of the species, was in the Hill 
yard in extreme northeast Saunders 3-8 Oct, here photographed by Terese Hill 3 Oct. 


Broad-tailed Hummingbird: One in Gering, Scotts Bluff 22 Sep (SMI) was late. A 
healthy total of 13 were reported 4 Aug-22 Sep, most in Scotts Bluff, 
including three at the Croft feeders 6 Aug (CC). 
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Rufous Hummingbird: There were two reports from the east, where rare. One was 
in a Utica, Seward yard 6 Aug-3 Sep (LGa fide JGJ, MW, ERa) and a hatch 
year fem was tardy in a Creighton, Knox yard 20-24 Oct (MB photos). 

Calliope Hummingbird: Only the 10th record east of the Panhandle was one at the 
same Utica, Seward feeder that hosted a Rufous at the same time, on 6 Aug 
(LGa fide JGJ, MW, ERa, TJW). The five at the Smith feeders, Scotts Bluff 
8 Aug (MS) was an excellent count. Another at the Croft feeders, Scotts Bluff 
1 Sep (CC) was tardy. 

Yellow Rail: One was flushed and well-seen, including “conspicuous white patches 
in the secondaries on both wings”, by experienced observers at LPB 12 Sep 
(RS, PS). 

Virginia Rail: Recently-fledged chicks were photographed in Knox 26 Aug (MB) at 
the east edge of the breeding range in the northeast. 

Sora: One at LPB 27 Oct (JR) was late. A juv was photographed in Knox 26 Aug 
(MB), slightly east of the expected breeding range and a bit late for dependent 


young. 


This unbanded juvenile Piping Plover was at Lakes North and Babcock, Platte, 
Aug 2018, here photographed by Ed Brogie 22 Aug. 


Common Gallinule: This species is of less-than-annual occurrence, usually correlated 
with suitably high wetland water levels. It was surmised (L&BP) that such 
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conditions late this summer resulted in a possible late breeding at LPB, where 
two imms were present 26-28 Oct (L&BP, m. ob.). Strangely, another was 
at NLB 31 Oct-2 Nov under similar water conditions (JGJ photo, m. ob.). 
Post-breeding dispersal from elsewhere may also have been a factor in both 
occurrences. 

American Coot: Routine reports. 

Sandhill Crane: The brown-plumaged pair found foraging in a flooded soybean field 
in Dakota 24 Jul lingered through 18 Aug (BFH); they may have been failed 
breeders from another location. Two birds in southwest Rock near Twin 
Lakes WMA on 2 Sep (DH) may have been from the Hutton Sanctuary area 
along the Niobrara River. 

Whooping Crane: A summary of the fall migration of this rare species was provided 
by US Fish and Wildlife Service (Matt Rabbe fide JGJ); a total of 49 were 
known to have passed though 18 Oct-10 Nov, with best count 10 in Dawson 
24-26 Oct. 

Black-necked Stilt: One at LPB 8-16 Sep (JR, m. ob.) was quite late, and and a rare 
eastern record. 

American Avocet: Routine reports. 

Black-bellied Plover: Routine reports. 

American Golden-Plover: Routine reports. 

Semipalmated Plover: Routine reports. 

Piping Plover: Rarely reported during migration, the only report was of a juv at LNB 
22-28 Aug (EBr, MB, photo; m. ob.). The bird was unbanded. 

Killdeer: Routine reports. 

Mountain Plover: None were reported of this fairly common fall migrant in the 
southwestern Panhandle. 

Upland Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Long-billed Curlew: The only report was of one in Arthur 14 Sep (WKa), only the 
6th on record for Sep. 

Hudsonian Godwit: Only the 7th fall record for Nebraska, 4th documented, was of a 
juv in Washington 2-3 Nov (SMa, BP; photo). 

Marbled Godwit: None were reported of this rare fall Panhandle migrant. 

Ruddy Turnstone: This species is less than annual in fall, and so a significant find 
was a late juv in southeast Polk 17-19 Sep (SM, JGJ, photo). 

Stilt Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Sanderling: Routine reports. 

Dunlin: Routine reports. 

Baird's Sandpiper: One in Washington 16 Nov (SMa photo) was late. 

Least Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: The first documented fall record for the state was of a juv 
photographed in southeast Polk 30 Sep (JGJ). Of about 40 previous fall 
reports, none were accompanied by tangible evidence and only four are 
credible. This species 1s not expected in fall in the Interior. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: One in Washington 16 Nov (SMa) was late. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Western Sandpiper: Routine reports. 
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Short-billed Dowitcher: Routine reports. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: Routine reports. 

American Woodcock: Routine reports. 

Wilson’s Snipe: There were two excellent counts: a second-highest on record 109 at 
a Burt wetland 25 Oct (EBe), and 71 at LPB 5 Nov (L&BP). 

Spotted Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Solitary Sandpiper: One in Lancaster 4 Oct (SBr, ODa) was late. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Routine reports. 

Willet: This species is rare in fall in the east, although this fall there were four reports. 
One was photographed at LNB 22 Aug (EBr, MB), two were at Jack Sinn 
WMA, Lancaster 16 Aug (LE), and 11 were at PL 14 Aug (LE). One at 
Zorinsky Lake, Douglas 2 Oct (EB, MCI) was late. 

Greater Yellowlegs: Routine reports. 

Wilson's Phalarope: Routine reports. 

Red-necked Phalarope: As with Willet, this species is rare in fall in the east, although 
this fall there were eight reports from three locations. CBL hosted one on 25 
Aug (MW) and three on 25 Sep (MW), up to four were in southeastern Polk 
14-17 Sep (JGJ, m. ob.), and three were in Saunders 27 Aug (RSa photo). 

Black-legged Kittiwake: The only report (eBird.org) was without adequate details 
and without a photograph and so unsubstantiated; the reported date would be 
record early by about three weeks. Earliest on record is 24 Oct, and so it was 
surprising no others were reported. 

Sabine's Gull: Routine reports. 

Bonaparte's Gull: Routine reports. 

Franklin's Gull: Routine reports. 

Ring-billed Gull: Routine reports. 

California Gull: Only the 18th record for the east was a winter-plumaged adult 
photographed at GPD 10 Nov (EBr, MB); as in most if not all records from 
eastern Nebraska, the photo is indicative of the paler prairie-breeding 
subspecies Larus californicus albertaensis. 

Herring Gull: An adult at LO 5 Sep (DTo) was early; earliest fall date for adults is 27 
Aug. 

Iceland (Thayer's) Gull: A first-year bird at GPD 7-14 Oct 2018 (MB photo) was 
early. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Routine reports. 

Glaucous Gull: Routine reports. 

Great Black-backed Gull: An adult was at LM 12 Sep (MB, EBr; photo). 

Least Tern: Surprisingly there was only one report, a tardy bird at LNB 22 Aug (MB, 
EBr). 

Caspian Tern: A new record high count was the 22 at LPB 8 Sep (L&BP); several 
were in the area Sep-Oct feeding on fish and still feeding juvs. 

Black Tern: Routine reports. 

Common Tern: Routine reports. 

Forster's Tern: Third-highest count on record was the 134 at BOL 1 Aug (LE). 

Red-throated Loon: The only report, of four on Calamus Res, Garfield 27 Oct, was 
unfortunately accompanied by unclear photos and so unsubstantiated. 
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Pacific Loon: There were two records of this rare fall migrant, one seen by many at 
Lake Cunningham, Omaha, 17-27 Oct (BRe, m. ob.) and the other at BOL 24 
Oct (MW). 

Common Loon: Routine reports. 

Neotropic Cormorant: None were reported of this summer visitor with last dates in 
late Sep. 

Double-crested Cormorant: Routine reports. 

American White Pelican: Routine reports. 

American Bittern: Routine reports. 

Least Bittern: Fourth-latest on record was one in Knox 11 Oct (JCo). The only other 
report was of a group of three at FF 3 Aug (BWa). 

Great Blue Heron: Routine reports. 

Great Egret: One in Dodge 20 Nov (CCr photo) was late. Rare in fall in the 
Panhandle, there were three reports: singles were at Minatare, Scotts Bluff 29 
Sep (D&MW, EBr, MB, KD), at Kiowa WMA, Scotts Bluff 10-20 Aug (BP, 
GR, D&MW, KD), and in Morrill 2 Oct (WE). 

Snowy Egret: Good numbers were reported: about 23 from 11 locations, including up 
to five at MWCW on 13 Oct (RSt). There were two late reports, third-latest 
on record on 26 Oct in Harlan (WF) and second-latest on record on 3 Nov in 
Washington (BP). 

Little Blue Heron: None were reported of this uncommon fall migrant. 

Cattle Egret: Rare in fall in the Panhandle, one was in Sheridan 4 Oct (TJW). 

Green Heron: The count of eight at LSWNP 6 Sep (SBr) ties the previous high for 
fall. Less than annual in the Panhandle, one was near Mitchell, Scotts Bluff 
11 Aug (BP, GR). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Routine reports. 

White-faced Ibis: The 188 in southeastern Polk (LE) was second-highest fall count 
on record. 

Turkey Vulture: Large counts are usually at roost sites or at hawk watch sites, thus 
Surprising was a “massive group” of 145 “migratory birds flying low” over 
BOL 5 Sep (MW). 

Osprey: In Scotts Bluff, the Shannon-Berggren nest fledged young 1 Aug, and as of 5 
Aug the Riverview nest had young near fledging, and the nest south of 
Mitchell had two small young (KD). No other nest site updates were 
received. 

Golden Eagle: This species is rare in the east in fall; immatures were in Dakota 22 
Nov (BFH) and Merrick 14 Oct (JGJ, MPa). An unexpected adult was as far 
east as Boyd on the early date 17 Sep (LR, RH). 

Northern Harrier: Routine reports. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Routine reports. 

Cooper’s Hawk: Routine reports. 

Northern Goshawk: The only report of this rare fall migrant was of an immature in 
Scotts Bluff 20 Oct (JR). 

Bald Eagle: Routine reports. 

Mississippi Kite: Successful nesting continued in North Platte, where a nest fledged 
two young and a juv was present 4 Aug (EWi photo). Migration begins in 
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mid-Aug, marked by a record fall count of 40+ over North Platte 18 Aug 
(BEd). 


" 
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This juv Mississippi Kite was photographed by Elizabeth Winter in North Platte, Lincoln 
4 Aug 2018. 


Red-shouldered Hawk: Reports of this rare southeastern Nebraska forest hawk are 
increasing; no fewer than 12 were reported, adults and immatures, most from 
Douglas and Lancaster southeastward. Exceptions were unexpected 
sightings of single birds at PSP 18 Aug (imm, BFH) and 14 Sep (MB, EBr, 
BFH), as well as juvs a little northerly in Saunders 13 Oct (EWi photo) and 
Dodge 28 Nov (CCr). 

Broad-winged Hawk: An incredible movement of buteos over an Ames, Dodge farm 
28 Sep resulted in a careful estimate of 12,000 birds 3.30 pm through 6.30 
pm (D&JP). Yes, it was a record high count for the state. One in Saunders 
25 Oct (PR) was late. 

Swainson's Hawk: Along with the huge movement of Broad-winged Hawks noted 
above, 2000 Swainson's Hawks were scattered in a loose group in fields near 
Ames, Dodge during the same afternoon, 29 Sep (D&JP). There are similar 
counts for the state of “thousands” (twice) and 2500, although the Dodge 
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occurrence is unusually easterly. The dark morph of this species is 
considered rare, but a minimum of 20 very dark birds were observed in flock 
of 250 scattered in a Clay hayfield 1 Oct (JGJ, WRS). 

Red-tailed Hawk (Krider’s morph of Buteo jamaicensis borealis): This is a rare 
migrant in fall; there were three reports, singles in Dakota 7 Oct (PR), 
Saunders 13 Oct (EW1 photo), and Lancaster 30 Oct (SKr photo). 

Red-tailed Hawk (B. j. calurus): There were two reports of early birds, both 6 Oct: 
one was in Sheridan (D&MW), the other in Polk (JGJ). 

Red-tailed Hawk (B. j. harlani): One at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo 23 Sep (JSS) was 
early. 

Rough-legged Hawk: Routine reports. 

Ferruginous Hawk: Routine reports. 

Barn Owl: Nesting is rare in the northeast; a nest at PSP had three nestlings 18 Aug, 
two on 2 Sep (BFH). 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Routine reports. 

Great Horned Owl: Routine reports. 

Snowy Owl: None were reported of this rare winter visitor with early dates 6-8 Nov. 

Burrowing Owl: Routine reports. 

Barred Owl: One between North Platte and Brady, Lincoln 10 Oct (SBr, ODa) 
followed a report in North Platte this spring; the distance between the two 
reports suggests a population establishing in that section of the North Platte 
River Valley. 

Long-eared Owl: Routine reports. 

Short-eared Owl: This species is a rare, nomadic visitor, most noticeably during fall 
and early winter when snow cover is minimal. This fall there were 10 birds 
reported from six locations 3-21 Nov (m. ob.). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: None were reported of this uncommon fall migrant; 
expected last dates for migrants are 22-28 Oct. 

Belted Kingfisher: The five at Rock Creek Hatchery, Dundy 6 Oct (BKy) was a good 
count. 

Lewis's Woodpecker: Of interest was one in the 1973 Dead Horse fire area near CSP 
7 Sep (CMu); this is the first report from that area since 1986. Reports 
continued at lower Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux through 2 Sep (KD, m. ob.). 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Late sightings from the north and west were of one in 
Boone 30 Nov (JTh), and juvs in Custer 25 Oct (DAk) and 29 Oct (WF). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: The four at FF 2 Oct (LYu) was a good count. 

Red-naped Sapsucker: Extraordinary was the second fall record east of the 
Panhandle and first east of Keith, seen and photographed by numerous NOU 
members in Brown 15-16 Sep (WF, m. ob.). 

Downy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Northern Flicker: One to two “red-shafted” flickers had arrived early at CSP 28-29 
Aug (CWo, CMu). Observers should report flickers as intergrades in eBird 
if their feather shafts are not bright red. 
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This Red-naped Sapsucker, only the second fall record east of the Panhandle, was seen and 
photographed by many in Brown 15-16 Sep, here photographed by Rachel Hall 15 Sep. 


Pileated Woodpecker: Adding to two records in the extreme northeast this spring 
(Dakota and Dixon), a single bird was east of Wynot in Cedar 1-7 Nov (JTh). 
These are all first county records. 

American Kestrel: Routine reports. 

Merlin: An early fem or juv Falco columbarius richardsonii was in Knox 8 Aug (MB 
photo). 

Peregrine Falcon: One in Kearney 7 Nov (DSn) was late. 

Prairie Falcon: Rare in the east, one was early in a Dixon yard 20 Aug, the “first there 
for 20 years” (JJ). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: Generally rare in the Panhandle in fall, there was a large 
influx, coincident with large numbers reported in eastern Colorado 
(eBird.org); in Nebraska, a total of 10-15 were reported 31 Aug-6 Sep (m. 
ob.). 
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Western Wood-Pewee: One at the Niobrara Valley Preserve 15 Sep (WRS, BP; 
photo) was at the eastern edge of its Niobrara River Valley summer range. 
Another was late in Scotts Bluff 30 Sep (UMW) 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: Good counts were the 25, second-highest on record for fall, at 
PSP 2 Sep (BFH), 23 at FF 13 Aug (JBu, RBu), and 21 in Cass 16 Aug (KSc). 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: There were three reports of this rare but annual fall 
migrant: singles were at Mercer Woods, Omaha, 22 Aug (JR), in Hall 30 Aug 
(AF), and at PSP 1 Sep (BFH). 

Alder Flycatcher: There was only one report of this uncommon eastern fall migrant: 
one was in Pawnee 13 Aug (LKa). 

Willow Flycatcher: Singles at CSP 29 Sep (CMu) and MWCW 30 Sep (MW) were 
the latest fall dates on record. 

Least Flycatcher: The 12 at Dead Timber SRA, Dodge 2 Sep (MJo) was a record fall 
count. 

Hammond's Flycatcher: Only the third fall record east of the Panhandle was one near 
Brady, Lincoln, record late on 28 Sep (BEd photo). Rare in the Panhandle, 
there were several reports: five were at OR 31 Aug-22 Sep, the latter late 
(SMI, DEL) one at I-80 Exit 1 in Kimball 2 Sep (MW, JR, ERa), and two at 
Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux 3 Sep (MW, JR, ERa). 

Gray Flycatcher: Nebraska's 6th or 8th fall record (three reports in 2002 at OR may 
have been of the same bird) was of one at OR 2 Sep (MW, ERa, JR; photo). 

Dusky Flycatcher: Another rare Panhandle migrant for which there were two reports 
from OR, one of four birds 2 Sep (ERa, JR, MW) and the other of two birds 
there 6 Sep (DAK). 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: The only report of this rare fall Panhandle migrant was of 
one at OR 2 Sep (MW, ERa, JR). 

Eastern Phoebe: One in an Omaha yard 9 Nov (MCI) was second-latest on record. 
The six at LSWNP 11 Oct (LE) was a good count. 

Say's Phoebe: Generally less than annual in the east-central, there were a surprising 
eight reports 8-15 Sep, easternmost one in Boone 14 Sep (LE). 

Great Crested Flycatcher: One at CLNWR 28 Aug (JHa) was a rare fall occurrence 
in the Panhandle away from known breeding areas. 

Cassin's Kingbird: Routine reports. 

Western Kingbird: An adult was feeding young 4 Aug in Dodge (MNy), a rather late 
date. 

Eastern Kingbird: Routine reports. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: The only report of this rare fall migrant was of one on the 
Dawson-Buffalo border 12 Oct (AF), second-latest on record. 

Loggerhead Shrike: Routine reports. 

Northern Shrike: Routine reports. 

Bell’s Vireo: Singles in Custer 8 Sep (DAk) and Blaine 14 Sep (GR) were late in the 
north. Second-highest fall count on record was the 28 at Rock Creek SRA, 
Dundy | Sep (ME, JR, ERa). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: Routine reports. 

Cassin's Vireo: One at OR 22 Sep (SMI, DEI) was late. 

Blue-headed Vireo: Less than annual away from the east, 1-2 were in Buffalo 8-9 Sep 
(JNi, DAk) and one was in Hall 18 Sep (SM). 
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Plumbeous Vireo: The five in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux 3 Sep (MW, ERa, JR) was a 
good count. 

Philadelphia Vireo: Rare in the central, singles were in Buffalo 8 Sep (DAk), 9 Sep 
ON photo), and 15 Sep (JN1). 

Warbling Vireo: There are few reports of “Western Warbling Vireo” (subspecies 
Vireo gilvus brewsteri), two were in Kimball 2 Sep (MW, JR, ERa). 
Red-eyed Vireo: The counts of 20 at PSP 2 Sep (BFH) and PL 9 Sep (MW) were 
third-highest for fall. An adult feeding a fledgling in Douglas 11 Aug (JR) 

was a bit late. 

Pinyon Jay: Although considered an expected rare to uncommon resident in parts of 
the Panhandle, reports have been sporadic in recent years. This fall, 12 were 
in the Lawrence Fork area of the Bighorn Escarpment, Banner 26 Aug (JGJ) 
and two were in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux 2 Sep (EBr, MB). 

Steller's Jay: One appeared at the Croft feeders in Scotts Bluff 18 Oct and was still 
present 21 Nov (CC photo, m. ob.). 

Blue Jay: Routine reports. 

Black-billed Magpie: Reports of this declining species were restricted to expected 
locations in Keith, the western North Platte River Valley, and the Pine Ridge; 
best counts were 21 in Scotts Bluff 21 Nov (EBr, MB) and 11 at LO 3 Nov 
(MW). 

American Crow: Routine reports. 

Purple Martin: A new roost formed in Omaha in the area of 22nd and St. Mary's 
(D&JP); peak count there was 10,000-15,000 on 31 Aug (JT); the birds were 
seen to depart “en masse" to the southeast early on 4 Sep (JT). A large 
aggregation of at least 2500 returned to Haworth Park, Sarpy on two 
consecutive nights 29-30 Aug (L&BP). 

Tree Swallow: The 1153 at BOL 28 Sep (ERa) was second-highest fall count on 
record. 

Violet-green Swallow: The five on the Bighorn Escarpment, Banner 9 Sep (LKe) 
were late. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: The 400 in Burt 3 Sep (EBe) was a good count. 

Bank Swallow: Routine reports. 

Cliff Swallow: The 22 in Burt 6 Oct (EBe) were late. 

Barn Swallow: Routine reports. 

Black-capped Chickadee: The 21 at CSP 2 Sep (CMu) was a good count. 

Mountain Chickadee: None were reported of this rare Panhandle winter visitor; 
expected arrival dates are in late Sep. 

Tufted Titmouse: Long-time observers Loren and Babs Padelford found only one 
during the period at FF and commented “it has become rare". Two at WP 26 
Sep (LKo) were at the west edge of the winter range, where rare. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Routine reports. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Routine reports. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Indicators of generally unexpected winter movement were the three 
at Smith Lake SRA, Sheridan 26 Aug (D&MW) and three at I-80 Exit 1, 
Kimball 2 Sep (MW, JR, ERa). 

Brown Creeper: One at OR 22 Sep (SMI) was early. 
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Rock Wren: One in Dawson 15 Oct (AF photo) was easterly, one of 16 overall fall 
records east of the breeding range. Tying the record high fall count was the 
17 at Scotts Bluff NM, Scotts Bluff 7 Sep (JGJ). 

House Wren: Three good counts at WP were in the 17-20 range, peaking at 20 on 22 
Aug (LKo). The 15 at Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux on 3 Sep was a good count 
(MW, JR, ERa). 

Winter Wren: Less than annual in the west and central, there were two Panhandle 
reports, one with a recording that eliminated Pacific Wren in Scotts Bluff 21 
Oct (EBr, MB), the other in Dawes 23 Oct (JHg photo). 

Sedge Wren: One in Keith 9 Aug (BP, GR) is only the second fall record there and 
for the western half of the state. The 8th fall record for northeastern Cherry 
was one at Valentine NWR 6 Aug (DFo). 

Marsh Wren: Routine reports. 

Carolina Wren: One in Rock 15 Sep (SQ, DH, WKa) was north and west of the 
expected range. There was a surprising cluster of six reports in the Kearney, 
Buffalo area, all of singles, 12 Aug-16 Sep; most reports of dispersers are of 
single birds. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: One at FF 3 Oct (LYu) was late. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Routine reports. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: The 50 in Cedar 15 Oct (JTh) was a good count. 

Eastern Bluebird: Routine reports. 

Mountain Bluebird: Routine reports. 

Townsend's Solitaire: Routine reports. 

Veery: The only report of this rare fall migrant was of one at CSP 3 Sep (CMu). 

Swainson's Thrush: One in Douglas 25 Aug (JR) was early. 

Hermit Thrush: As with Veery, migrants are more numerous east and west than 
central. The only report from the central, where the species is less than 
annual, was one in Custer 25 Oct (DAK). 

Wood Thrush: Routine reports. 

American Robin: Routine reports. 

Varied Thrush: Less than annual in occurrence, one arrived on an early date in a 
Lincoln yard 13 Nov and was still present 23 Nov (M&CV, m. ob.). 

Gray Catbird: The 36 at WP 12 Sep (LKo) was a record high fall count. 

Brown Thrasher: The 20 at LSWNP 21 Sep (LSu) was a record high fall count. 

Sage Thrasher: Routine reports. 

Northern Mockingbird: Rare in fall in the north, there were two sightings from 
Custer: 21 Sep near Mason City (JW1) and 9 Sep near Westerville (DAK). 

European Starling: Routine reports. 

Cedar Waxwing: The 200 near Crofton, Knox 28 Nov (RD) was a good count. 

House Sparrow: The 85 near Hampton, Hamilton 2 Nov (PR) was a good count. 

American Pipit: Routine reports. 

Sprague's Pipit: Routine reports. 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: The only report of this rare Panhandle winter visitor was 
of three at Scotts Bluff NM, Scotts Bluff 21 Nov (EBr, MB). 

House Finch: Routine reports. 

Purple Finch: Routine reports. 
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Cassin’s Finch: This species is less than annual and expected only in the Panhandle 
and adjacent counties when they do appear. This fall there were two reports: 
the song of one singing at WHNC 22 Sep was well described (SMI), and 
another, the only finch present, was singing at the Croft feeders in the Wildcat 
Hills, Scotts Bluff21 Nov (MB, EBr). 

Common Redpoll: The only report of this uncommon winter visitor was a single bird 
at CBL 1 Nov (LE). Clearly a down year for Nebraska. 

Red Crossbill: The only reports away from the Pine Ridge were of one in Buffalo 16 
Sep (BBr) and two in Omaha 9 Sep (MB, EBr). 

Pine Siskin: The 100 at WHNC 28 Oct (D&MW) was a good count. 

Lesser Goldfinch: Several lingered late at WHNC and nearby; seven were there 29 
Sep (m. ob.), declining to four on 6 Oct (D&MW) and two very late birds on 
21 Oct (WKe). Elsewhere, another late bird was southeast of Harrisburg in 
Banner 8 Oct (WF). 

American Goldfinch: The 210 at Bay Hills Golf Course, Cass 10 Sep (KSc) was a 
good count. 

Lapland Longspur: One in Lancaster 30 Sep (MW) was second-earliest on record 
for fall. The 1680 in Custer 8 Nov (DAk) was a good count. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: The 20 in Custer 8 Nov (DAk) were late. 

Smith’s Longspur: None were reported of this uncommon eastern migrant; 
occurrence is Oct-Nov. 

McCown's Longspur: Routine reports. 

Snow Bunting: Routine reports. 

Green-tailed Towhee: The only report of this rare fall Panhandle migrant was of one 
in Banner | Sep (MB, EBr, SMe, DSt). 

Spotted Towhee: Routine reports. 

Eastern Towhee: A female at an Omaha, Douglas feeder 2-6 Nov (NR) was late. 

Cassin's Sparrow: None were reported of this rare fall migrant west; last dates are in 
mid-Aug. 

American Tree Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Chipping Sparrow: Late were singles at HL 15 Nov (M&CV) and at a Hooper, Dodge 
feeder 24 Nov (RJe fide JGJ). 

Clay-colored Sparrow: One on Henry Road, Sioux 11 Aug (GR, BP, KD) was early, 
and one at Wehrspann Lake, Douglas 22 Nov (JR) was late. 

Brewer’s Sparrow: Three at Metcalf WMA, Sheridan 23 Sept (D&MW) were a bit 
easterly. 

Field Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Vesper Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Lark Sparrow: One in Cass 24 Oct (DM) was late. 

Lark Bunting: A fem/imm in Custer 26 Oct (DAk) was late. The 300 in Banner 2 
Sep (MW, JR, ERa) was a good count. 

Savannah Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Henslow’s Sparrow: Routine reports. 

LeConte's Sparrow: Separate sightings in Rock 13 Sep (WF) and 16 Sep (BWh fide 
JGJ, photo) were early. 
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Nelson’s Sparrow: There were several reports of this rare eastern fall migrant 30 Sep- 
20 Oct (MW, m. ob.), most from Lancaster, although one in Antelope 1 Oct 
(EBr) was a little westerly. 

Fox Sparrow: One at Whitney Lake, Dawes 13 Oct (JGJ photo) was only the 11th fall 
Panhandle record. The photo shows extensive gray on the nape and crown 
along with deep reddish-brown streaking on the underparts, suggestive of an 
intergrade between the eastern and western subspecies of “Red Fox Sparrow" 
Passerella iliaca iliaca, and P. i. zaboria respectively. Two Fox Sparrows in 
an Omaha yard 3-4 Nov differed in coloration, one darker and less rusty-red 
(RMa). These records support the current conventional wisdom that most 
Nebraska Fox Sparrows are intergrades within ^Red Fox Sparrow". See 
https://birds.outdoornebraska.gov/fox-sparrow/. 

Song Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Lincoln's Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Swamp Sparrow: One in southeast Sherman 5 Aug (LR, RH) may have been a 
southerly breeder; one was at the same location in Jun 2018 (WF). Two in 
Platte 22 Aug (EBr, MB) were probably early fall migrants, but breeding has 
occurred previously in Platte. 

White-throated Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Harris's Sparrow: Routine reports. 

White-crowned Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: Routine reports. 

Dark-eyed (Cassiar) Junco: Routine reports. 

Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: Routine reports. 

Dark-eyed (Pink-sided) Junco: A junco photographed in Dodge 29 Oct (CCr) 
resembled this form in general coloration, including a dark eye patch and 
pinkish-cinnamon flanks. However, these features were muted, suggesting 
introgression; this is an early easterly date for “pure” Pink-sided Juncos, for 
which there are only three documented eastern records. 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: Routine reports. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: The five in Carter Canyon, Scotts Bluff 7 Sep (JGJ) was a 
good count. One in Antelope 2 Sep (JTh) was easterly. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Three in Holt on 14 Nov (JTh) were late for the north. 

Bobolink: Routine reports. 

Eastern Meadowlark: One calling at MWCW 21 Nov (M&CV) and another singing 
at BOL 24 Nov (M&CV) were late. 

Western Meadowlark: Routine reports. 

Orchard Oriole: Routine reports. 

Baltimore Oriole: Singles in Omaha 14 Nov (fide ASh), the 9th record in Nov for the 
state, and one at SCP 12 Oct (fide JSS) were late. 

Bullock's Oriole: Routine reports. 

Red-winged Blackbird: Routine reports. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: One in Ho/t 14 Nov (JTh) and six on 11 Nov in Knox (MB, 
EBr) were late for the north. 

Rusty Blackbird: This species is rare away from the east in fall; singles were in Valley 
28 Oct (WF) and Garfield 29 Oct (WF). 

Brewer's Blackbird: Routine reports. 
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Common Grackle: Routine reports. 

Great-tailed Grackle: The eight in Wheeler 28 Oct (LBr, MB, EBr, DH) were late in 
the north. 

Ovenbird: Routine reports. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: One identified as this species by call notes was at PRSP 18 
Sep (TG); this is the latest fall date on record by five days. The two additional 
reports of this rare fall eastern migrant were from PRSP 21-31 Aug, including 
a juv 21 (SSc, JCa photo). 

Northern Waterthrush: Routine reports. 

Golden-winged Warbler: Less than annual in fall, there were a surprising four 
reports, although three at Camp Wilderness in WP may have been of the same 
bird(s): two were found 9 Sep (SBr, ODa), one on 10 Sep (LE) and another 
12 Sep (LKo). Another was at a different location in WP 10 Sep (LE). 

Blue-winged Warbler: Also less than annual in fall, with about 14 records in all, the 
two reports had good descriptions but lacked photos; singles were at FF 9 Sep 
(CNK) and WP 10 Sep (LE). 

Black-and-white Warbler: Routine reports. 

Tennessee Warbler: The five at WP 9 Sep (SBr, ODa) was a good fall count. In fall, 
this species is less than annual in the Panhandle, but there were two reports, 
both at OR: one on 1 Sep (MW, JR, ERa; photo) and another on 22 Sep (SMI). 

Orange-crowned Warbler: One in Omaha 22 Nov (DRa) was late. The only report 
of the western subspecies Oreothlypis celata orestera was of a bright bird at 
CSP 7 Oct (CMu). 

Nashville Warbler: Two were late: one in a Dixon yard 1 Nov (JJ) and one in 
Lancaster 20 Nov (LKo). Despite being a rare fall migrant in the Panhandle, 
there were seven reports at five locations of nine birds, 1-17 Sep (m. ob.). 

MacGillivray's Warbler: One reported in Omaha 10 Oct will be submitted to 
NOURC. There are no documented records in the east. 

Mourning Warbler: Routine reports. 

Kentucky Warbler: Rare in fall in the east, the only report was of one at PRSP 21 
Aug (SSc, JCa). 

Common Yellowthroat: The 30 at Jack Sinn WMA, Lancaster 1 Aug (TG) was a 
good count. 

American Redstart: A remarkable record was of a fem/imm in a North Platte 
cemetery 29 Oct (BEd photo), only the 6th record for Oct and latest on record 
by 16 days. The 13 at Walnut Grove Park, Omaha, 10 Sep (EW1) was a new 
record high fall count. 

Northern Parula: The four on Plum Creek Trail, Seward 9 Sep (JGJ) was a good 
count. 

Magnolia Warbler: Singles at two different locations 24 Aug were early: one in Sarpy 
(MJo) the other in Douglas (SMa). Late was one at WP 22 Oct (LKo). There 
were numerous reports, with a total of about 70 individuals. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: One in Scotts Bluff 6 Sep (DAk) was the second fall 
Panhandle record. 

Blackburnian Warbler: This species is less than annual in the central and west; thus 
surprising were four reports, including the 11th Panhandle record, one at 
Bushnell Cemetery, Kimball 26 Aug (L&BP). The additional reports were 
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of 2-3 at Cottonmill Park, Buffalo 15 Sep (JNi, BBr) and one near Sartoria, 
Buffalo 8 Sep (DAk). One in a Sarpy yard 14 Oct (L&BP) was late. A total 
of about 30 were reported during the period. 

Yellow Warbler: Routine reports. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: Singles in Lancaster 21 Aug (LKo) and Douglas the same 
day (PS) were early. 


- TEA WS. 

This Yellow-throated Warbler, Nebraska’s westernmost on record for fall and about six weeks 
late, was in North Platte, Lincoln 1-19 Nov, a less-than-annual record there, here photographed 
13 Nov by Jim Petersen. 
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Palm Warbler: One at FF 1 Sep (KHa, BWa) was early, and one in Douglas 17 Oct 
(JR) was late. One banded and photographed in Dawes 6 Oct (CMu) provided 

Pine Warbler: The only reports of this rare statewide fall migrant were of two at 
Arbor Lodge SHP, Otoe 23 Sep (WRS, SQ). 

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: One in Knox 8 Nov (EBr, MB) was late for the 
north. Additional late sightings in the north were of singles in Boone 31 Oct 
(JTh) and Antelope 30 Oct (JTh), and two in Knox 29 Oct (JTh). Tying 
second-highest fall count on record was the 120 at BOL 6 Oct (MW). 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) Warbler: Late sightings were of two at Gering Cem, 
Scotts Bluff 20 Oct (JR), one in the Wildcat Hills, Scotts Bluff the same day 
(JR), and one easterly at Niobrara SP, Knox 17 Oct (TJW). The 13 at 
Bushnell Cem, Kimball 22 Sep (DEI, SMI) was a good count. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: An extraordinary report was of a very late bird at North 
Platte 1-19 Nov (JPe fide MB, photo), the westernmost on record for fall. 

Townsend's Warbler: The five at I-80 Exit 1, Kimball on 2 Sep (MW, JR, ERa) was 
a good count. One in Dundy 1 Sep (ERa, JR, MW) was a bit east of the 
expected Panhandle migration range. 

Black-throated Green Warbler: One at Cunningham Lake, Douglas 26 Oct (KGo) 
was late. The six at Walnut Grove Park, Douglas 9 Sep (EBr, MB) was a 
record high fall count. About 42 were reported during the period. Rare in 
fall away from the east, there were three reports from Buffalo: two on both 9 
and 12 Sep near Sartoria UN. and one in Cottonmill Park, Kearney, 16 Sep 
(AF). 

Canada Warbler: Generally only a rare fall migrant in the east, there were an amazing 
45 individuals reported, including a peak count of five at WP 22 Aug (LKo). 

Wilson's Warbler: Routine reports. 

Summer Tanager: Routine reports. 

Scarlet Tanager: Routine reports. 

Western Tanager: One at CSP 8 Oct (CMu) was late. 

Northern Cardinal: An adult was feeding a fledgling in Dixon on the late date 31 Oct 
(JJ, photo). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: One at LSWNP 11 Oct (LE) was late. Only the 4th fall 
Panhandle record was of an immature at WHNC 22 Sep (SMI, DEI, photo); 
the detailed description eliminated the possibility of a hybrid. 

Black-headed Grosbeak: Routine reports. 

Blue Grosbeak: A fem/imm in Thurston 16 Oct (PR) was second-latest on record. 
The six at Rock Creek SRA, Dundy 1 Sep (ERa, MW, JR) and five in Loup 
8 Aug (JTh) were good counts. 

Lazuli Bunting: The five at Wright's Gap Road, Scotts Bluff on 4 Aug (KD) and 12 
Aug (GR, BP) were good counts. 

Indigo Bunting: The 11 at Wagon Train RA, Lancaster 11 Aug (TG) was a record 
high fall count. 

Dickcissel: The 40 at Jack Sinn WMA, Lancaster 1 Aug (TG) and 35 at PL 7 Aug 
(TG) were good counts. 
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Northern Saw-whet Owl (Aegolius acadicus) Nest Box Project: 
The First Seven Years 


Wayne J. Mollhoff 

2354 Euclid St 

Ashland, NE 68003 
wmollhoff@netscape.net 


Introduction 


This report summarizes the first seven years of the nest box project for the 
Northern Saw-whet Owl in Nebraska. The project was initiated with several goals in 
mind: 1) to document breeding in Nebraska, 2) to get an idea of the breeding range of 
saw-whet owls, and 3) to establish their breeding phenology. The project started in 
2012 with the placement of 29 boxes. Six boxes were added in 2015, four more in 
2016, and eight in 2017. Below is a map of current nest box locations. 


Methods 


The initial boxes were built on a widely-available kestrel and screech-owl 
nest box pattern, with outside dimensions approximately 8” x 10” x 18”, a flat roof, 
and a bottom-hinged front that drops open (Barquest and Ellarson undated). As more 
boxes were built, I made a series of modifications which resulted in a sloping, 
waterproof roof and a front that opened fully to allow cleaning. Dimensions varied 
somewhat through use of salvaged lumber. Dried chainsaw sawdust is used as 
bedding. Kestrels and both saw-whet and screech-owls have used all types of boxes 
in use and have shown no preference for any of the various patterns. 

The boxes were placed in a variety of habitats, with 2-4 boxes placed at each 
site. The boxes are scattered across more than 75% of the state, an area of about 
150,000 sq. km. (58,000 sq. mi.), and are located in Sioux, Scotts Bluff, Kimball, 
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Dawes, Sheridan, Garden, Cherry, Lincoln, Thomas, Knox, Antelope, Boone, Dixon, 
Sarpy, and Johnson counties. (See map.) Most of the boxes are located on public 
lands, either Nebraska Game and Parks or US Forest Service properties, with others 
placed on private lands. When the project began, a complete circuit of the route was 
made in February, March, April and May. More recently, a post-breeding season trip 
was added to empty the boxes of other species’ nests, especially of House Wrens, to 
enable male saw-whets to occupy a box and establish a territory during the winter. A 
complete circuit of the route entails a drive of about 3060 km. (1900 mi.), with a 
separate trip usually required when there are chicks to be banded. 


Beginning in 2014, the third year of the project, one or more of the boxes has 
been used by the owls each year (Mollhoff 2014). Breeding has also been documented 
at separate sites on two other occasions by the presence of fledged young. 


Breeding activity, clutch size and young fledged 


COUNTY. se — FLEDGED BANDED | 


pepe Bes pese 
Tr. | a umma EE 


Scotts 
Bluff ] infertile egg 


REES 


Scotts 
prom Em EE ILE TI Em cannibalized 


| Dawes | eggs | eggs abandoned (sd 


bs E [snes 3 chicks noted at other site 


Dawes 


Mi mmm a —EÜÓÁ 


Scotts 
KSE mI in ia P I Vir au E do m chick at other site 


| Thomas | 


2017 a a 
Ee sm 

Bluf cannibalized 
Blaine — | notinbox | | | 2 chicks noted at other site _ 
a e SS | ee ee eee 


2018 


Garden | 6 | o |__| abandoned, female died? | 


170 The Nebraska Bird Review Vol. 86 No. 4 


Phenology 


Eggs are usually laid at two-day intervals, with incubation beginning when 
the first egg is laid. The published incubation period is 26-28 days, with a nestling 
period of 27-34 days (Baicich and Harrison 1997, Cannings 1993). 


Boxes were checked in early February, mid-March, mid-April, and mid-May. 
Most nests were discovered either while a clutch was still incomplete, or before the 
clutch was completely hatched. Thus it was usually possible to estimate the date of the 
first egg with reasonable accuracy. Throughout the project, the chicks were 
photographed to help define the appearance of known-age chicks. These pictures, 
combined with published descriptions of natal development, aid in estimating the 
initial date of egg-laying. 


Estimated dates of the first egg: 5 February 2015 (Dawes Co.), 3 March 2016 
(Thomas Co.), 12 March 2015 (Scotts Bluff Co.), 12 March 2018 (Garden Co.), 22 
March 2014 (Scotts Bluff Co.), 23 March 2017 (Scotts Bluff Co.), and 1 April 2016 
(Dawes Co.). 


In one instance, a box was checked and there was no indication of nesting on 
21 March, while 29 days later on 19 April, the completed six-egg clutch was well 
incubated. A follow-up visit 11 days later revealed all eggs hatched, with chicks 
ranging in age from 3-11 days. In this nest, the six eggs hatched within a period of 8- 
10 days, rather than the expected 11-13 day interval, implying that the eggs may have 
been laid at a shortened interval. When the chicks were banded on 17 May, it was 
difficult to interpret the order of hatching from the appearance of the chicks. 


Prey 


Boxes used by the owls are cleaned after the young fledge. The contents are 
dried and prey items identified. Boxes are left empty to dry out over summer. In the 
fall, fresh dry sawdust is added as roosting material for the males to overwinter and 
establish a territory, and his mate to shape the cup to hold her clutch of eggs in the 
spring. 

As expected, small mammals comprised the bulk of prey items found in the 
boxes after the young fledged. Nomenclature follows Genoways et al. (2008.) The 
following table shows the breakdown by species and number of each prey item. 


Because the nest is kept free of pellets and excreta until after the young hatch 
and the female typically leaves the nest only once a day to defecate (Cannings 1993), 
items found only represent prey delivered to the growing young and represent a 
minimum number of prey. When checking the boxes, I often found uneaten headless 
mice and voles. This may indicate that the brooding female may first devour the head, 
or that the male had eaten the prey's head before delivering the food. Others have also 
noted this activity (Mikkola 1983). Even when prey was delivered intact, the skull is 
usually fragmented by digestion. Occasionally only a single identifiable bone of a prey 
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deer or white-footed mouse 


silver-haired bat 


Species was found, as in the case of the kangaroo rat listed above. Thus, analysis of 
items found in the box is only a partial accounting of the prey taken. 


Use of nest boxes by other species 


Charlie Miller reported other species using owl nest boxes (Miller 2010). This 
project confirmed that finding, with a variety of opportunistic cavity nesters taking 
advantage of the boxes. Data showed that 26.7% of the nest boxes were used by other 
species. These included white-footed mice (Peromyscus leucopus), eastern woodrat 
(Neotoma floridana), and fox squirrels (Sciurus niger), as well as cavity-nesting birds. 
The most common avian inhabitant was House Wren (Troglodytes aedon) n=44, 
followed by Mountain Bluebird (Sialia currucoides) n=10, Eastern Screech-Owl 
(Megascops asio) n=7, American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) n=4, Great Crested 
Flycatcher (Myiarchus crinitus) n=2, and Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus), n=1. 


On opening one box, I found most of the feathers of an adult male American 
Kestrel, (Falco sparverius) utilized as additional bedding by an Eastern Screech-Owl, 
with the remaining kestrel feathers in another box about 300 m. (330 yds.) away. 
When cleaning the first box later, I found a crushed kestrel egg beneath the kestrel 
feathers. Evidently the female screech-owl caught and killed the male kestrel 
incubating the egg at night and later nested atop his feathers. 


Mortality 
Two hatch-year fledglings were found road-killed. 


I found one case of apparent predation on a Northern Saw-whet Owl. It 
consisted of the primary and secondary feathers of a saw-whet's wing, most of the 
rectrices, and a few contour feathers of the owl in a small area at the base of a tree 
where a box was located. From the amount of fallen pine needles and the appearance 
of the feathers, it was obvious that the feathers had been lying there for some months 
before I found them on 15 February 2017. From the fact that the feathers were 
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concentrated in a small area, I surmised that the predator had plucked the owl on the 
ground. This saw-whet may have fallen victim to another owl or to an accipiter. The 
feathers were visually compared to known-age specimens in the collection at the 
University of Nebraska State Museum, as well as examined under an ultra-violet light, 
but the age could not be determined. 


Two instances of cannibalism were found. 


In one instance, after the six chicks had been banded, the remains of the two 
youngest chicks were later found while cleaning the nest box, apparently having been 
cannibalized by their siblings. Had they been killed by a larger owl, such as an Eastern 
Screech-Owl, they would likely have been plucked, including the flight feathers, and 
eaten there or taken elsewhere, as I found in the case of the adult kestrel mentioned 
above. It appeared that the second youngest was the first to die, as only the cervical 
vertebrae and the pelvis, legs and feet were still articulated. The youngest chick was 
only partially eaten; the skeleton was almost entirely articulated and the flight feathers 
were still attached. Only the skull had been detached. At the time of banding, all six 
appeared to be well-fed and healthy. Similar activity has been reported elsewhere 
(Cannings 1987). 


In a second instance of cannibalism, the partial remains of probably the 
youngest chick were found among the prey items. 


Resident vs. migratory population 


The common assumption, based on banding migrants, is that much of the 
northern population is migratory. The bulk of the birds banded during fall migration 
are females and hatch-year birds. The small number of after-hatch-year males banded 
during fall migration has led banders to suspect that many of the adult males remain 
on territory through the winter (Weidensaul 2015). There are recent reports of 
wintering saw-whets remaining in northern Arkansas and northern Iowa until mid- 
March before beginning the return migration in the spring (Jerry Toll, personal 
communication). My discovery of a female laying eggs no later than 5 February 
(Silcock 2015), along with a recent report of egg-laying in northwestern South Dakota 
in February (Nancy Drilling, personal communication), make it seem likely that parts 
of our populations in Nebraska and South Dakota also have at least some non-migrant 
female residents. 


I suspect that one female used the same box in successive years. In the first 
year, while I was examining the chicks at the box, a female sat 3 - 5 m. (10 - 16 ft.) 
away, clicking her beak in protest. The following year, while I was doing the same 
thing, the female acted more agitated while sitting in the same approximate location. 
She was clicking her beak and then flew over and struck my elbow with her wing as I 
put one of the chicks back in the box. However, since the bird was not banded, I could 
not confirm that she was the same bird as the one I had observed in the previous year. 
Since that time, we have been attempting to catch and band the adults as well as the 
chicks. 
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Conclusion and questions 


This study, along with an ongoing study in South Dakota (Drilling 2015), 
makes it appear that we share an isolated breeding population. However, a continent- 
wide study thus far indicates that the birds show little local, or even regional, site 
fidelity. Increased research including banding and genetic study remains to be 
conducted before any conclusion can be made. 


Since 1978, breeding has been confirmed in Scotts Bluff, Dawes, Garden, 
Cherry (Len McDaniel, pers. comm.), Thomas, and Antelope (Dave Heidt, pers. 
comm.) counties. Confirmation has occurred annually in Scotts Bluff County for four 
of the past five years, and in two of the past four years in Dawes County. Additionally, 
breeding season birds have been reported on territory in Sioux, Sheridan, Kimball, 
Lincoln, and Keith counties (Bart Bly and Peter Hill, pers. comm,). Calling birds have 
also been reported during the breeding season in Dixon and Knox counties (Ed Brogie, 
pers. comm.). Thus it seems likely that the birds breed at least occasionally over much 
of the Panhandle and northern Nebraska. Only time will tell if this is an aberration or 
a regular occurrence. 


There are too few reports from this project to speculate on a population 
estimate, but the earlier carefully-designed calling survey in the Panhandle indicated 
a population of 48 pairs in the Wildcat Hills and Pine Ridge areas of western Nebraska 
(Bart Bly, pers. comm.). 


There have been too few chicks banded at their natal sites in North America 
to develop any pattern of dispersal; indeed, banding returns suggest random dispersal 
and little or no site fidelity by either females or hatch-year young. Even the habitats 
used have been inconsistent with those found in published literature. It would be a 
vast understatement to say that much more work remains to be done. 


Acknowledgements 


The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission and the US Forest Service have 
been very cooperative in supporting the project. Prairie-Plains Resource Institute, The 
Nature Conservancy and several private landowners have also allowed boxes to be 
placed on their properties. Jerry Toll has generously donated his time to band the 
birds. Thomas Labedz, Collections Manager at the University of Nebraska State 
Museum, has made available comparative specimens to resolve questions that have 
arisen during the project. Dr. Keith Geluso has provided detailed analysis of some 
prey remains and made valuable suggestions which improved this report. 


Editor’s Note: Readers are reminded that all native birds and their nests are protected 
by state and/or federal law. Individuals handling adult birds, nestlings or eggs are 
required to obtain both state and federal permits. All individuals are encouraged to 
avoid unnecessarily disturbing or harassing birds, particularly during the breeding 
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The Central Platte River Valley (CPRV) between Chapman and Overton, 
Nebraska, served as a regular breeding grounds for Sandhill Cranes (Antigone 
canadensis) until the early 1900s (Silcock and Jorgensen 2018). Sandhill Cranes nest 
in shallow wetlands with emergent herbaceous vegetation and avoid forested habitats 
(Baker et al. 1995). Due to habitat loss and fragmentation, the mid-continent 
population no longer breeds in much of its former range in the Great Plains (Sharpe et 
al. 2001). Historic nesting records from the central and northern Great Plains of the 
United States suggest that on average Greater Sandhill Cranes (A. c. tabida) laid eggs 
by the middle of May (Walkinshaw 1973). Caven and Brinley Buckley (2017) 
recently observed Sandhill Cranes copulating on 09 March 2017 in the CPRV, which 
is a behavior generally reserved for near or on the breeding grounds, suggesting 
potential regional breeding (Tacha et al. 1992). Additionally, within the last 20 years 
nesting records have again been reported in Nebraska and adjacent states (Silcock and 
Jorgensen 2018). 


The CPRV also serves as a crucial staging area for approximately 80% of the 
mid-continent Sandhill Crane population (USFWS 1981). Sandhill Cranes arrive in 
late February or early March and stay for about 4 weeks to build fat reserves before 
continuing north between late-March and mid-April (USFWS 1981, Krapu et al. 
2014). As Melvin and Temple (1981) note, stopover length for individual Sandhill 
Cranes is governed by a combination of factors, including weather patterns, the 
physiological condition and dietary needs of birds, and habitat conditions at the 
stopover site. In this report we discuss observations of Sandhill Cranes remaining in 
the CPRV until early June 2018 and discuss potential explanations for this extended 
stay into the breeding season. 


Methods 


We first detected Sandhill Cranes while conducting land management work 
on 15 May 2018. Observational data were recorded on their behavior until 23 May 
2018 (n = 5 obs.) when we began systematically collecting behavioral data utilizing 
instantaneous scan sampling (Altmann 1974; n = 5 obs.). Every three minutes we 
recorded what behaviors the cranes were exhibiting. If there were multiple cranes 
displaying different behaviors, all behaviors were recorded as present during that scan. 
Behavior was categorized into six classes: (1) foraging, which includes food searching 
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behavior, (2) social, which includes all dancing, pair bonding, intraspecific aggression, 
or copulatory behavior, (3) physical maintenance, which includes preening feathers, 
bathing, and related activities, (4) alert-defensive, which includes alarm calls, wing- 
spread displays, or bill-stab displays directed at potential interspecific threats (people, 
raccoons, coyotes, eagles, etc.), (5) flying, which includes all flight activity regardless 
of distance, and (6) parental care, which includes brooding behavior, feeding chicks, 
etc. Tacha (1988) and Ellis et al. (1998) were utilized to inform the creation of 
behavioral categories as well as to interpret behaviors. In addition to continuing to 
observe cranes in known locations, we solicited information on additional sightings 
through the Crane Trust Nature and Visitors Center (Wood River, NE; 
https://cranetrust.org/visit/nature-visitor-center/). We also conducted 11 driving 
searches on rural roads between highway 281 and Wood River, NE (~20 km distance) 
within 3 km of the Platte River from 18 May 2018 to 13 July 2018 to locate any 
additional Sandhill Crane activity. 


Table 1. Site description for habitats utilized by Sandhill Cranes (Antigone canadensis) in the 
Central Platte River Valley from 15 May 2018 to 7 June 2018 


Coordinates 
Latitude Longitude 
North Bank Gravity irrigated, planted 98.4802 18 May 


Comfield* 


Site Description Habitat Notes & Mgmt. 


Lowland tallgrass prairic, cattle 98.473] 15-18 May 
grazing, spring burn 
Mormon Island Wet mcadow and slough, rested 31 May 
Mcadow-Slough* 
Lowland tallgrass prairic, cattle 98.4585 
bison grazing 
Wet meadow, cottonwoods, savannah, low- 98.4555 15 May 
land tallgrass prairic & slough, cattle grazing 
Wet meadow with slough, rested 29 May 


Irrigated with center pivot, 40.7665 98.4584" 23-29 May 
planted 
South Bank Prairie Depressional wetland, half planted, 16-23 May 


Ag. Wetland’ half lowland prairic, cattle grazing 
Sandpit Lake’ Cottonwood parkland, mowed yard 
adjacent to sandpit lake 
Notes: “4” = use attributed to pair A, ^^" = use attributed to pair B, ^^" = use associated with 


ec fo» 


group of 3, and “”’ = use associated with individual, and Dates = first and last dates cranes 
were detected at a particular location. 


We summarized weather data from the nearest National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) weather station located at Hastings Municipal 
Airport in Hastings, Nebraska (40.60056 °N, -98.42583 °W; ~ 20 km S of study area), 
for the month of April 2018, to determine if unfavorable migration conditions may 
have influenced the Sandhill Cranes to remain in the CPRV through their typical 
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nesting season. We considered minimum daily temperatures above freezing (32°F), 
mostly sunny skies (or clearer), an absence of precipitation, and average wind direction 
(southerly component, S, SE, SW, etc.) and speed (x > 5 mph) as indicators of 
appropriate migratory conditions (Melvin and Temple 1981, Littlefield 2010). 
Temperature and precipitation represent daily values, while sky and wind conditions 
were determined using values from between 10:00 and 14:00 hrs. based on data from 
Melvin and Temple (1981) and Littlefield (2010) on the departure times of migrating 
Sandhill Cranes. 


Results 


We detected two pairs of adult Sandhill Cranes in two different locations on 
15 May 2018 (Table 1). We then detected three injured adult Sandhill Cranes in a 
third location on 16 May 2018 (Table 1). Two of the three Sandhill Cranes each had a 
missing leg and the third crane’s leg was broken above the tibiotarsal joint; however, 
all were still capable of foraging and flight. Later, on 6 June 2018, a Sandhill Crane 
was reported to the Crane Trust Nature and Visitor Center north of our survey area 
near Grand Island, Nebraska (Sandpit Lake, Table 1). In all, Sandhill Cranes were 
located in nine distinct locations throughout the CPRV from 15 May 2018 to 07 June 
2018 (Table 1). Considering their temporal and spatial occurrence, we estimate that 
there were seven to eight unique individual cranes present in the late May to early June 
period (Table 1). However, without making assumptions about their movements, there 
could have been a significantly higher number of Sandhill Cranes present (Table 1). 
They were detected in a diversity of habitats including lowland tallgrass prairie and 
wet meadow (Table 1; for habitat definitions see Currier 1982, Harner and Whited 
2011). Sandhill Cranes were generally detected within 2 km of the Platte River (x+SD 
= 1.19+1.28 km). 


Through 33 total instantaneous scan samples collected from 5 site visits we 
recorded four different categories of crane behavior, including foraging (82%), 
physical maintenance (3%), alert-defense (6%), and flying (3%). This is a relatively 
small sample, but the data suggests the cranes were behaving more like migrants than 
local breeders. On 15 May 2018 we noted potential nesting behavior from two 
Sandhill Crane pairs at two separate locations (South Bank Meadow-Savanna and 
North Bank Prairie, Table 1; Gerber et al. 2014). In both cases pairs were separated 
by over 100 m with one crane foraging and the other remaining stationary for the 
duration of the observation (~ 20 min.). We did not detect this behavior again during 
our study and we were unable to search either location as potential nest tending 
behavior ended before we were able to search at one site and we were not granted 
private property access to the other. 


There were a limited number of days in April which had favorable conditions 
for migration. A total of 9 days (30%) met three of the four weather parameters, while 
only 3 days (10%) fit all weather parameters for acceptable migration conditions based 
on our weather model. While sky visibility and precipitation met the parameters 
frequently (53.3% and 70%, respectively), daily average temperatures in the first half 
of April (1-15 April 2018, 36.8°F) were -11.5°F below the recorded historic average 
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and temperatures in the second half of the month (15-30 April 2018, 49.9°F) were - 
3.4°F below the recorded average (NOAA 2018). Additionally, just 8 days (26.7%) 
had wind directions and speeds appropriate for migration. 


Discussion 


Sandhill Cranes rarely initiate migration under unfavorable weather 
conditions (Melvin and Temple 1981). As Krapu et al. (2014) demonstrates, Sandhill 
Cranes delayed departure by two to three weeks when cold fronts and overcast skies 
arrived in early April, resulting in an estimated 150,000 Sandhill Cranes remaining 
until mid-April 2007. Caven (2018a, b, c) described a similarly delayed departure 
during the 2018 spring migration. Though a large number of Sandhill Cranes had 
arrived in the CPRV by 07 March 2018 (279,000£46,500; Caven 2018a), and peak 
numbers were detected by 22 March 2018 (598,000+111,000; Caven 2018b), large 
numbers remained into the second week of April (10 April, 238,000+26,600; Caven 
2018c), likely a result of a strong cold front which brought well below average 
temperatures and winds predominantly out of the north. In April 2018 only 3 days fit 
all of the weather parameters defined by our model as appropriate for migration. Using 
the 10+ mph wind threshold associated with em masse migration described by 
Littlefield (2010), only 2 days (6.67%) in April were ideal for migration. Unfavorable 
weather conditions increase the labor of flight and decrease the speed of travel (Melvin 
and Temple 1981). Cranes weakened by sickness and injury may not be able to exert 
extra energy, further limiting their capacity to migrate. Research also indicates that 
individual cranes with poor body conditions require longer stopovers to recover and 
restore lipid reserves (Melvin and Temple 1981, Krapu et al. 2014). Though behavior 
potentially associated with nesting activity was observed in two seemingly healthy 
pairs of Sandhill Cranes at the beginning of this study, all further observation 
suggested that the Sandhill Cranes spent the majority of their remaining time in the 
CPRV foraging, which is indicative of efforts to improve body condition. Despite 
search efforts continuing until 13 July 2018 no Sandhill Cranes were detected in the 
study area after 07 June 2018, suggesting that the Sandhill Cranes potentially moved 
north to their typical breeding grounds, or a to more northerly staging area after 
improving their condition. 


Foraging was observed in diverse habitats including cornfields, which supply 
an abundant and highly metabolizable food, and wet meadows and lowland tallgrass 
prairies, which supply dietary necessities such as protein and nutrients (USFWS 1981, 
Krapu et al. 2014; Table 1). Corn fields likely had a depleted supply of waste corn 
during our observations, following both the mass waterfowl and crane migrations 
through the CPRV (Pearse et al. 2010). However, the wet meadows and lowland 
tallgrass prairie habitats used by cranes in our study likely contained high value forage 
resources such as macroinvertebrates (Davis and Vohs 1993, Sparling and Krapu 
1994). These native habitats also play an important role as a stage for Sandhill Crane 
social behavior, including pair bonding activity (Tacha 1988). Additionally, 
herbaceous wetland habitats in the CPRV, particular wet meadows interspersed with 
slough and marsh features, have several characteristics of typical Sandhill Crane 
nesting habitat (Baker et al. 1995). We suggest the primary reason that 7-8 cranes 
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remained in the CPRV until early June was that unfavorable weather conditions for 
migration predominated throughout the month in combination with poor body 
condition of individual birds or a member of a mated pair (Tacha 1988, Gerber et al. 
2014). However, two mated pairs displayed altered behavior consistent with nest 
tending at two sites apparently suitable for nesting based on non-systematic 
observations from the beginning of our study (Gerber et al. 2014; Table 1). Continued 
large scale wet meadow and lowland grassland restoration efforts completed over the 
last forty years in the CPRV may promote site use outside of the typical migration 
time window and potentially encouraging nesting behavior, particularly when 
migration conditions do not allow for a timely departure for some cranes in April 
(Davis and Vohs 1993, Sparling and Krapu 1994). 
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2018 Fall Banding Migration Summary, Chadron State Park 


Chris Murray, Bander 
Bird Conservancy of the Rockies 
cmurray. biologist@gmail.com 


In order to better understand wild birds and their migration, Bird 
Conservancy of the Rockies conducted bird monitoring for the 11th straight year at 
our fall migration banding station in Chadron State Park within the Pine Ridge Region 
of Nebraska. Operated in collaboration with the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission, this station is open to the public and visited by school groups to serve as 


Figure 1. Western Palm Warbler (top) and Nashville Warbler, first ever captures for Chadron. 
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an outdoor classroom. Among our goals are to enhance the public’s appreciation of 
birds as well as their understanding of threats to bird survival and the role of science 
in bird conservation. 


Serving as an important migration stopover, the Pine Ridge ecosystem is 
atypical for western Nebraska, featuring high escarpments with numerous canyons and 
gullies. Open ponderosa pine forests dominate the landscape with thick understory 
pockets of hardwoods such as elm and fruit-bearing shrubs including chokeberry and 
plum. These forested ‘islands’ stand alone in the vast mixed grass prairies and 
agricultural lands that dominate the region and provide important resources for 
resident and migrant forest birds, many traveling from as far away as Central and even 
South America. To date, 80 different species have been captured in Chadron State 
Park. This season, a total of 347 birds of 39 different species were banded at the station 
(Table 1). An additional 49 captures represent birds that were captured multiple times 
within the season, as well as 9 birds that were banded in a previous season (Table 2) 
and recaptured this year. This brings the total number of birds banded during the 11- 
year period to 3936. A few of the more notable captures this season include a 
Nashville Warbler and a Palm Warbler (Figure 1), which were both first-ever captures 
for the station. Also of interest were unusually high numbers of Western Wood- 
Pewees and Eastern Bluebirds, in both cases the season’s total nearly equaling the total 
for all previous seasons combined. 


Table 1. List of all birds banded in 2018. Number 
Common Name Latin Name Banded 
Red-headed Woodpecker Melanerpes erythrocephalus 3 
Downy Woodpecker Dryobates pubescens 3 
Northern (Red-shafted) Flicker Colaptes auratus cafer 1 
Western Wood-Pewee Contopus sordidulus 15 
Willow Flycatcher Empidonax traillii 1 
Least Flycatcher Empidonax minimus 1 
Eastern Phoebe Sayornis phoebe 6 
Cassin's Vireo Vireo cassinii 4 
Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus 1 
Black-capped Chickadee Poecile atricapillus 17 
White-breasted Nuthatch Sitta carolinensis 2 
Pygmy Nuthatch Sitta pygmaea 2 


House Wren Troglodytes aedon 48 
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Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula 1 
Eastern Bluebird Sialia sialis 19 
Townsend’s Solitaire Myadestes townsendi 
Swainson’s Thrush Catharus ustulatus 
Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus 
American Robin Turdus migratorius 22 
Gray Catbird Dumetella carolinensis 1 
Brown Thrasher Toxostoma rufum 4 
Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum 2 
American Goldfinch Spinus tristis 40 
Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculatus 24 
Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina 10 
Clay-colored Sparrow Spizella pallida 5 
Lincoln’s Sparrow Melospiza lincolnii 18 
White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis 4 
White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys 3 
Dark-eyed (slate-colored) Junco Junco hyemalis 3 
Yellow-breasted Chat Icteria virens 3 
Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapilla 1 
Orange-crowned Warbler Oreothlypis celata 35 
Nashville Warbler Oreothlypis ruficapilla 1 
American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla 1 
(Western) Palm Warbler Setophaga palmarum palmarum 1 
Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler Setophaga coronata coronata 2 
Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler Setophaga coronata auduboni 8 
Wilson’s Warbler Cardellina pusilla 20 
Western Tanager Piranga ludoviciana 3 


From this effort much has been learned regarding movements of species 
through this important, but little-studied region. For example, long distance migrants 
such as Orange-crowned Warblers, Wilson’s Warblers and Lincoln’s Sparrows are 
captured in high numbers each season. These species breed in the boreal and montane 
forests far from Nebraska and evidently depend upon the unique ecosystem of Chadron 
for safe passage through the region to southern destinations. Shorter distance migrants 
such as House Wrens and Spotted Towhees also make up a significant percentage of 
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the total captures and likely include local breeders as well as passage birds. Local 
residents including Black-capped Chickadees, American Goldfinches and Pygmy 
Nuthatches are frequently recaptured from year to year. These birds remain in the area 
year-round and depend heavily upon the ecosystems of Chadron for their continued 
survival. Interestingly, some species normally considered ‘eastern’ migrants such as 
Palm Warblers, Chestnut-sided Warblers and Blackpoll Warblers have shown up in 
nets. This information has helped refine species occurrence maps for Nebraska. (Birds 
of Nebraska Online - https://birds.outdoornebraska.gov/) Additionally, banding data 
has helped us understand how bird populations respond to local catastrophes such as 
wildfire, which has twice struck the region in recent years. 


Table 2: 2018 banding returns from a previous year. 


Species Capture date Capture date Minimum 
(this season) (original) age 
Black-capped Chickadee 6 Sep 2018 19 Sep 2017 Third Year 
Black-capped Chickadee 6 Sep 2018 29 Aug 2017 Second Year 
Black-capped Chickadee 23 Sep 2018 30 Aug 2015 Fourth Year 
Black-capped Chickadee 6 Oct 2018 29 Aug 2017 Second Year 
Pygmy Nuthatch 26 Sep 2018 16 Sep 2016 Fourth Year 
American Goldfinch 21 Sep 2018 7 Sep 2017 Third Year 
American Goldfinch 22 Sep 2018 30 Aug 2016 Fourth Year 
Chipping Sparrow 15 Sep 2018 21 Sep 2015 Fifth Year 
Yellow-breasted Chat 28 Aug 2018 29 Aug 2017 Third Year 


In addition to the scientific knowledge gained from these efforts, public 
education also plays an important role at Bird Conservancy of the Rockies banding 
stations. This is important because many migrant bird species are showing population 
declines. Birds face challenges during migration including widespread habitat 
alteration, domestic cat predation and accidental collisions with buildings and 
vehicles. Species once considered common have become increasingly imperiled. 
Conservation solutions are complex and will undoubtedly require coordinated efforts 
between professional scientists, educators, governments, landowners and the general 
public. This season, the banding station was visited by several school groups as well 
as numerous members of the public. Through live demonstrations of bird banding at 
Chadron, visitors could see birds up close and in the hand and learn how bird banding 
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techniques and science fit into the wider conservation picture. Importantly, visitors 
are instructed about what they can do to help. 


The Chadron Banding Station is just one of hundreds in a hemisphere-wide 
network. Data collected at this station are used to help researchers understand bird 
migration on a vast scale. By connecting the dots from birds recaptured elsewhere, 
migration routes can be identified with greater resolution than ever, allowing scientists 
to identify key areas across their ranges for which to focus their conservation efforts. 


Appendix 1: Clockwise from top — Eastern Bluebird, White-breasted Nuthatch, Yellow- 
rumped (Myrtle) Warbler, White-crowned Sparrow, Orange-crowned Warbler. 
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Ainsworth Fall Field Days 
by Janis Paseka 


The 2018 NOU Fall Field Days took place in and around Ainsworth on Sep. 
14 — 16, with 48 in attendance. It was a hot and windy weekend, but 137 species were 
located. Two Sandhill Cranes in the Niobrara River at the Carns Bridge attracted 
birders, especially since the two cooperatively moved from one side of the river to the 
other, allowing county listers to count them in both. The bird of the weekend, 
however, was the Red-naped Sapsucker at Plum Creek Valley WMA. It was a county 
bird for everyone, a state bird for many and a life bird for some. Nearly everyone in 
attendance was able to see it, either on Saturday or on Sunday. Unusual species for 
the location and time were American Golden-Plovers and Carolina Wrens. 


Field trips were led by Bill Flack, Dave Heidt, and Clem Klaphake to Plum 
Creek Valley WMA, Willow Lake WMA, Twin Lakes WMA, Niobrara Valley 
Preserve, Keller Park SRA, Long Pine SRA, the Carns bridge area, Adams Lake and 
various small, temporary ponds. Water levels in the area lakes were high, so the small 
ponds were often more productive than the lakes. 


Ross Silcock was our speaker on Friday evening, presenting an analysis of 
avian hybrid zones in Nebraska. He focused on five pairs of taxa: Indigo and Lazuli 
Buntings, Baltimore and Bullock’s Orioles, Rose-breasted and Black-headed 
Grosbeaks, Eastern and Spotted Towhees, and yellow and red shafted Northern 
Flickers. Recent genetic studies of birds within the hybrid zones have yielded 
important information about the history of these interactions, including the degree to 
which members of each pair diverged during the Last Glacial Maximum prior to re- 
contact after the glacial ice retreated some 15,000 years ago, as well as the degree of 
introgression. A low level of introgression suggests the pair has developed 
mechanisms to avoid interbreeding; flickers have the highest level of introgression, 
are the least differentiated of the five pairs discussed, and are the only pair that has not 
differentiated at the species level. Hybrid birds tend to be fertile but less fit overall, 
and thus are less likely to persist in a hybrid zone. 


On Saturday evening, UNL senior Luke Hamilton gave a presentation 
entitled “Three Undergrads, Three Metabolites in Three Years: A Story about 
Baltimore Oriole Physiology”. Luke, along with Emma Keele and Marika Van 
Brocklin, collected blood samples from Baltimore Orioles on Gary Lingle’s property 
in Buffalo County, looking in particular at lipid utilization as an indication of fitness 
for migration. Of the three years (2015 to 2017) they collected samples, they found 
that 2016 was a difficult season for the orioles, and they noticed that this correlates 
with the occurrence of an El Nifio weather pattern that year. Birds that winter in South 
America are known to be stressed in El Nifio years. 
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